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Fl orida Senate - 1998 SB 766
By Senator Diaz-Bal art

37-723-98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to insurance; creating s.
626. 2816, F.S.; requiring continuing education
course providers and instructors to be approved
by the Departnent of Insurance; providing for
t he adoption of rules; anmending s. 626. 601
F.S.; providing for the departnent to
i nvestigate all eged inproper conduct by
custoner representatives and conti nui ng
educati on course providers and instructors;
anending s. 626.681, F.S.; providing for
administrative fines in addition to other
penalties for certain |licensees, appointees,
and ot her persons; increasing an admnistrative
penalty; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 626.2816, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
626. 2816 Conti nui ng educati on course providers and

i nstructors. --

(1) Course providers and instructors nust be approved

by the departnent before offering continuing educati on courses
pursuant to s. 626.2815.
(2) The departnent shall adopt rules establishing

standards for the approval, regulation, and discipline of

course providers and instructors. The standards nust be

designed to ensure that the providers and instructors have the

know edge, conpetence, and integrity to fulfill the

educati onal objectives of s. 626.2815.
1

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 1998 SB 766
37-723-98

1 Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 626.601, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 626. 601 | nproper conduct; inquiry; fingerprinting.--
4 (1) The departnent may, upon its own notion, and

5] shall, upon a witten conplaint signed by any interested

6 | person and filed with the departnent, inquire into any all eged
7 | i nproper conduct of any |licensed agent, custoner

8 | representative,solicitor, adjuster, service representative

9 | managi ng general agent, or continui ng education course

10 | provider or instructor etaras—investigater under this code.
11 Section 3. Section 626.681, Florida Statutes, is

12 | anended to read:

13 626.681 Adnministrative fine inlieu of or in addition
14 | to suspension, revocation, or refusal of |icense, er

15 | appoi ntnent, or approval. --

16 (1) Except as to insurance agencies, if the departnent
17 | finds that one or nore grounds exist for the suspension

18 | revocation, or refusal to issue, renew, or continue any

19 | license, e+ appoi ntnent, or approval issued under this

20 | chapter, the departnent may, in addition to or tts—diseretion-
21| in lieu of such suspension orsrevocation, or in lieu of such
22 | refusal, and except on a second of fense or when such

23 | suspension, revocation, or refusal is mandatory, inpose upon
24 | the licensee, 6+ appointee, or other person an adm nistrative
25| penalty in an anmount up to $500 or, if the departnment has

26 | found willful misconduct or willful violation on the part of
27 | the licensee, e+ appointee, or other person, an anobunt up to
28 |$3, 500%$2,5006. The administrative penalty may, in the

29 | discretion of the departnent, be augnmented by an anount equa
30| to any comni ssions received by or accruing to the credit of
31| the licensee or appointee in connection with any transaction
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as to which the grounds for suspension, revocation, or refusa
rel at ed.

(2) Wth respect to insurance agencies, if the
departnment finds that one or nore grounds exist for the
suspension, revocation, or refusal to issue,renew, or
continue any license issued under this chapter, the departnent
may, +a—+ts—diseret+on-in lieu of or in addition to such
suspension oryrevocation, or in lieu of such refusal, inpose

upon the licensee an administrative penalty in an anmount not
to exceed $10,000 per violation. The admnistrative penalty
may, in the discretion of the departnent, be augnented by an
anount equal to any conmi ssions received by or accruing to the
credit of the licensee in connection with any transaction as
to which the grounds for suspension, revocation, or refusa
rel at ed.

(3) The department may allow the |icensee, of
appoi ntee, or other person a reasonabl e period, not to exceed

30 days, within which to pay to the departnent the anount of
the penalty so inposed. |If the |icensee, 6+ appointee, or
ot her person fails to pay the penalty inits entirety to the

departnment within the period so allowed, the |icense, er

appoi ntnents, or approval of that person thet+icensee—o+
appointee shall stand suspended or revoked, or issuance,
renewal , or continuation shall be refused, as the case may be,

upon expiration of such peri od.
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requi res contan|n? education providers and instructors
to be approved by the Departnent of |nsurance before
operating. Authorizes the departnent to investigate
cust onmer “representati ves and cont!nU|n? educati on
providers and instructors. Authorizes the inposition of
adm nistrative fines in addition to other penalties.

I ncreases an adm ni strative penalty.
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