Fl orida Senate - 1998 SB 776
By Senator Cary

7-578A- 98

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to physician assistant

3 certification; anending s. 458.347, F.S.

4 exenpting applicants froma practica

5 exam nation requirenent; providing guidelines

6 for the translation of the exam nation into

7 ot her | anguages; providing for exam nations to

8 be admi nistered at specified intervals,

9 providing an effective date.

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (7) of section
14 | 458. 347, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

15 458. 347 Physici an assistants. --

16 (7) PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT CERTI FI CATI ON. - -

17 (b)1. Notwithstandi ng subparagraph (a)2. and

18 | sub-subparagraph (a)3.a., the agency shall exam ne each

19 | applicant who the Board of Medicine certifies:
20 a. Has conmpleted the application formand renitted a
21 | nonrefundabl e application fee not to exceed $500 and an
22 | exam nation fee not to exceed $300, plus the actual cost to
23 | the agency to provide the exanmination. The exam nation fee is
24 | refundable if the applicant is found to be ineligible to take
25| the exam nation. The agency shall not require the applicant to
26 | pass a practical conponent of the exam nation. Conpetencies
27 | required for practicing physician assistants nust be
28 | incorporated into the witten exanm nation through a
29 | mul ti pl e-choice format. The agency shall translate the
30 | exami nation into the native | anguage of any applicant who
31 | requests and agrees to pay all costs of such translation, if
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the translation request is filed with the board office no

|ater than 9 nonths before the schedul ed exam nation, the

applicant renmts translation fees as specified by the

departnment no later than 6 nonths before the schedul ed

exam nati on, and previded the applicant denonstrates to the

agency the ability to communicate orally in basic English. An
applicant who is unable to pay translation costs nmay take the

next available exam nation in English if the applicant subnits

a request in witing by the application deadline and is

otherwise eligible. To denonstrate the ability to communi cate

in basic English, a passing score or grade is required, as

determ ned by the departnent or organi zation that devel oped

it, on one of the following English exam nations:
(1) The test for spoken English (TSE) by the
Educati onal Testing Service (ETS);

(I1) The test of English as a foreign | anguage
(TCEFL), by ETS;

(111) A high school or college |level English Course;

(1V) The English exanmi nation for citizenship,

I mmigration and Naturalization Service.

A notarized copy of an Educational Comi ssion for Foreign

Medi cal Graduates (ECFMG5 certificate nmay al so be used to

denonstrate the ability to communi cate in basic English

b. 1s an unlicensed physician who graduated froma
foreign nedical school listed with the Wrld Health
Organi zati on who has not previously taken and failed the
exam nation of the National Conmi ssion on Certification of
Physi ci an Assi stants and who has been certified by the Board
of Medicine as having net the requirenents for |icensure as a
2
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nedi cal doctor by exami nation as set forth in s. 458.311(1),
(3), (4), and (5), with the exception that the applicant is
not required to have conpl eted an approved residency of at

| east 1 year and the applicant is not required to have passed
the licensing exam nation specified under s. 458.311 or hold a
valid, active certificate issued by the Educational Comr ssion
for Foreign Medical Graduates.

c. Wis eligible and made initial application for
certification as a physician assistant in this state between
July 1, 1990, and June 30, 1991

d. Was a resident of this state on July 1, 1990, or
was |icensed or certified in any state in the United States as
a physician assistant on July 1, 1990.

2. The agency may grant tenporary certification to an
appl i cant who neets the requirenments of subparagraph 1
Bet ween neetings of the council, the agency nmay grant
tenmporary certification to practice based on the conpletion of
all tenporary certification requirenents. Al such
adm nistratively issued certifications shall be reviewed and
acted on at the next regular neeting of the council. A
tenporary certificate expires upon receipt and notice of
scores to the certificateholder fromthe first available
exam nation specified in subparagraph 1. follow ng
certification by the agency. An applicant who fails the
proficiency exanmination is no longer tenporarily certified,
but may apply for a one-tinme extension of tenporary
certification after reapplying for the next available
exam nation. Extended certification shall expire upon failure
of the certificateholder to sit for the next avail able
exam nati on or upon receipt and notice of scores to the
certificatehol der fromsuch exam nation

3
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3. Notwithstandi ng any other provision of [aw, the
exam nati on specified pursuant to subparagraph 1. shall be
admi ni stered by the agency only five tines. Applicants
certified by the board for exam nation shall receive at |east
6 nonths' notice of eligibility prior to the adninistration of
the initial exam nation. Subsequent exaninations shall be

admi ni stered at 1l-year intervals foll owi ng determned—by—the

agency—after the reporting of the scores of the first and
subsequent exani nati ons examnation. For the purposes of this

par agraph, the agency may devel op, contract for the
devel opnent of, purchase, or approve an exanination, including
a practical conponent, that adequately neasures an applicant's
ability to practice with reasonable skill and safety. The
m ni nrum passi ng score on the exam nation shall be established
by the agency, with the advice of the board. Those applicants
failing to pass that exam nation or any subsequent exam nation
shall receive notice of the adm nistration of the next
exam nation with the notice of scores foll ow ng such
exam nation. Any applicant who passes the exam nation and
neets the requirenents of this section shall be certified as a
physician assistant with all rights defined thereby.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses prOV|S|ons relatlnP hysi ci an assi st ant
certification. ts applicants fromcertain exans; .
est abl i shes QU|deI|nes for transiation of the exam nation
into other |anguages; and provides for the exam nations
to be admnistéred at specified intervals.
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