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By the Conmittee on Tourism and Representatives Laurent,
Bronson, Bainter, Putnam Al bright and Futch

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to gane and fresh water fish

3 anending s. 212.04, F.S.; providing an

4 admi ssions tax exenption for freshwater fishing

5 tournanments; anending s. 372.0222, F.S.

6 aut hori zing the Gane and Fresh Water Fish

7 Conmi ssion to advertise and pronote wildlife

8 di versity and recreational opportunities and to

9 collect certain fees for services and

10 information; authorizing the conmission to

11 adopt rules for purchasing advertising and

12 pronotional contractual services; anending s.

13 372.57, F.S.; requiring additiona

14 identification when required by the |license or

15 permts; providing an effective date.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

18

19 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
20| 212.04, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:
21 212.04 Admi ssions tax; rate, procedure, enforcenent.--
22 (2)(a)l. No tax shall be levied on adnissions to
23 | athletic or other events sponsored by el enentary school s,
24 | junior high schools, niddle schools, high schools, community
25| col l eges, public or private colleges and universities, deaf
26 | and blind schools, facilities of the youth services prograns
27 | of the Departnment of Children and Fam |y Heatth—and
28 | Rekhabititative Services, and state correctional institutions
29 | when only student, faculty, or inmate talent is used. However,
30| this exenption shall not apply to admi ssion to athletic events
31| sponsored by an institution within the State University

1
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1| System and the proceeds of the tax collected on such

2 | adm ssions shall be retained and used by each institution to
3| support woren's athletics as provided in s. 240.533(3)(c).

4 2.a. No tax shall be |levied on dues, nenbership fees,
5| and admi ssion charges inposed by not-for-profit sponsoring

6 | organi zations. To receive this exenption, the sponsoring

7 | organi zation nust qualify as a not-for-profit entity under the
8 | provisions of s. 501(c)(3) of the United States Interna

9 | Revenue Code of 1954, as anended.

10 b. No tax inposed by this section and not actually

11| coll ected before August 1, 1992, shall be due from any nuseum
12 | or historic building owned by any political subdivision of the
13 | state.

14 3. No tax shall be levied on an admi ssion paid by a
15| student, or on the student's behalf, to any required place of
16 | sport or recreation if the student's participation in the

17 | sport or recreational activity is required as a part of a

18 | programor activity sponsored by, and under the jurisdiction
19 | of, the student's educational institution, provided his or her
20| attendance is as a participant and not as a spectator

21 4. No tax shall be levied on adm ssions to the

22 | National Football League chanpi onship gane.

23 5. A participation fee or sponsorship fee inposed by a
24 | governnmental entity as described in s. 212.08(6) for an

25| athletic or recreational programis exenpt when the

26 | governnental entity by itself, or in conjunction with an

27 | organi zati on exenpt under s. 501(c)(3) of the United States
28 | Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as anended, sponsors,

29 | admi ni sters, plans, supervises, directs, and controls the

30| athletic or recreational program

31
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6. Also exenmpt fromthe tax inposed by this section to
the extent provided in this subparagraph are admnissions to
live theater, |live opera, or live ballet productions in this
state which are sponsored by an organi zation that has received
a determination fromthe Internal Revenue Service that the
organi zation is exenpt fromfederal inconme tax under s.
501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1954,
as anended, if the organi zation actively participates in
pl anni ng and conducting the event, is responsible for the
safety and success of the event, is organized for the purpose
of sponsoring live theater, live opera, or |live ballet
productions in this state, has nore than 10, 000 subscri bi ng
nmenbers and has anong the stated purposes in its charter the
promotion of arts education in the conmunities which it
serves, and will receive at | east 20 percent of the net
profits, if any, of the events which the organizati on sponsors
and will bear the risk of at |east 20 percent of the |osses,
if any, fromthe events which it sponsors if the organization
enpl oys ot her persons as agents to provide services in
connection with a sponsored event. Prior to March 1 of each
year, such organization nmay apply to the departnent for a
certificate of exenption for admissions to such events
sponsored in this state by the organization during the
i mediately following state fiscal year. The application shal
state the total dollar anpbunt of adm ssions receipts collected
by the organi zation or its agents from such events in this
state sponsored by the organi zation or its agents in the year
i medi ately preceding the year in which the organization
applies for the exenption. Such organi zation shall receive the
exenption only to the extent of $1.5 million nultiplied by the
ratio that such receipts bear to the total of such receipts of

3
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all organi zations applying for the exenption in such year
however, in no event shall such exenption granted to any
organi zati on exceed 6 percent of such adm ssions receipts
coll ected by the organi zation or its agents in the year
i medi ately preceding the year in which the organization
applies for the exenption. Each organi zation receiving the
exenption shall report each nonth to the departnent the total
admi ssions receipts collected fromsuch events sponsored by
t he organi zation during the preceding nonth and shall renit to
t he departnent an anount equal to 6 percent of such receipts
reduced by any anount renaining under the exenption. Tickets
for such events sold by such organizations shall not reflect
the tax otherw se inposed under this section

7. A so exenpt fromthe tax inposed by this section

are entry fees for participation in freshwater fishing

t our nanents.
Section 2. Section 372.0222, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

372.0222 Private publication agreenents; adverti sing;
costs of production.--

(1) The Gane and Fresh Water Fish Conmi ssion nmay enter
into agreenents to secure the private publication of public
i nformati on brochures, panphlets, audiotapes, videotapes, and
related materials for distribution without charge to the
public and, in furtherance thereof, is authorized to:

(a) Enter into agreenents with private vendors for the
publication or production of such public information
mat eri als, whereby the costs of publication or production wll
be borne in whole or in part by the vendor or the vendor shal
provi de additional conpensation in return for the right of the
vendor to select, sell, and place advertising which publicizes

4
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products or services related to and harnoni ous with the
subj ect matter of the publication

(b) Retain the right, by agreenent, to approve al
el enments of any advertising placed in such public information
materials, including the formand content thereof.

(2) The Gane and Fresh Water Fish Conmission nmay sel
advertising in the Florida WIldlife Magazine to offset the

cost of publication and distribution of the magazi ne.

(3)t2) Any public information materials produced
pursuant to this section and containing advertising of any
kind shall include a statenent providing that the inclusion of
advertising in such naterial does not constitute an
endor senent by the state or conm ssion of the products or
services so advertised.

(4) 3 The Gane and Fresh Water Fish Conm ssion nay
enter into agreenents with private vendors for vendor
advertisenent for the purpose of offsetting expenses rel ating
to license i ssuance, and, in furtherance thereof, is
aut hori zed to:

(a) Retain the right, by agreenent, to approve al
el enents of such advertising, including the formor content.
(b) Require that any advertising of any kind
contracted pursuant to this section shall include a statenent
providing that the advertising does not constitute an
endor senent by the state or conmi ssion of the products or
services to be so advertised

(5) t4)y The conmi ssion shall collect, edit, publish
and print panphlets, papers, manuscripts, docunments, books,
nonogr aphs, and other materials relating to fish and wildlife
conservation and may establish and i npose a reasonabl e charge
for such materials to cover costs of production and

5
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distribution in whole or part and may contract for the
mar keting, sale, and distribution of such publications and
mat erials; except that no charge shall be inposed for
mat erials designed to provide the public with essenti al
i nformation concerning fish and wildlife regul ati ons and
matters of public safety.

(6) The commission shall provide services and

i nformation designed to informFloridians and visitors about

Florida's uni que and diverse fish, gane, and wildlife, and

nmake it avail abl e by neans of commonly used nedia. For the

acconpl i shnment of those purposes, the conm ssion nay nake

expendi tures to:

(a) Encourage and cooperate with public and private

organi zations or groups to publicize to residents and visitors

the diversity of fish, game, and wildlife, and rel ated

recreation opportunities of the state, including the

establi shnent of and expenditure for a program of cooperative

adverti sing or sponsorships, or partnerships with the public

and private organi zations and groups in accordance with rul es

adopted by the comi ssi on under chapter 120.

(b) Charge and collect a reasonable fee for

researching or conpiling information or other services which

inits judgnent, should not be free to those requesting the

information, research, handling, naterial, publication, or

ot her services. Any anounts of noney received by the

comm ssion from such sources shall be restored to the

appropriations of the conmi ssion and any unexpended funds

shal | be deposited into the State Gane Trust Fund and nmde

available to the commission for use in performng its duties,

powers, and purposes.

6
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1 (c) Charge and collect registration fees at

2 | conferences, seninars, and other neetings conducted in

3| furtherance of the duties, powers, and purposes of the

4 | conmission. Any funds coll ected under this paragraph which

5| remai n unexpended after the expenses of the conference,

6 | semi nar, or neeting have been paid shall be deposited into the
7| State Gane Trust Fund and rmade available to the conmission for
8| use in perforning its duties, powers, and purposes.

9 (7) Notwithstanding the provisions of part | of

10 | chapter 287, the conmi ssion may adopt rules for the purpose of
11 ) entering into contracts that are prinmarily for pronotional and
12 | advertising services and pronoti onal events which nay include
13| the authority to negotiate costs with offerors of such

14 | services and comodities who have been deternined to be

15| qualified on the basis of technical nerit, creative ability,
16 | and professional conpetency.

17 Section 3. The introductory paragraph of section

18 | 372. 57, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to read:
19 372.57 Licenses and pernits; exenptions; fees.--No

20 | person, except as provided herein, shall take gane, freshwater
21| fish, or fur-bearing animals within this state w thout having
22 | first obtained a license, permt, or authorization and paid

23| the fees hereinafter set forth, unless such license is issued
24 | without fee as provided in s. 372.561. Such license, pernit,
25| or authorization shall authorize the person to whomit is

26 | i ssued to take gane, freshwater fish, or fur-bearing aninals
27 | in accordance with | aw and comni ssion rules. Such |icense,

28 | permit, or authorization is not transferable. Each |icense or
29 | permit nust bear on its face in indelible ink the nanme of the
30| person to whomit is issued and other infornmation requested by
31| the commission. Such |icense, permt, or authorization issued
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1| by the conmission or any agent nust be in the persona

2 | possession of the person to whomissued while taking gane,

3| freshwater fish, or fur-bearing animals. The failure of such
4 | person to exhibit such license, permt, or authorization to
5] the commission or its wildlife officers, when such person is
6 | found taking gane, freshwater fish, or fur-bearing animals, is
7] aviolation of law. A positive formof identification is

8 | required when using an authorization, a lifetine |icense, er a
9| 5-year license, or when otherwi se required by the |icense or
10| pernmit. The lifetinme licenses and 5-year |icenses provided
11| herein shall be enbossed with the nane, date of birth, the
12 | date of issuance, and other pertinent information as deened
13 | necessary by the commission. A certified copy of the

14 | applicant's birth certificate shall acconpany all applications
15| for alifetine license for residents 12 years of age and

16 | younger.

17 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

8
CODI NG Wor ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




