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ENROLLED
1997 Legislature CS/ HB 851

An act relating to nonpublic postsecondary
institutions; anending s. 246.081, F.S.
conform ng provisions; creating s. 246. 084,
F.S.; establishing requirenents for

aut hori zation; providing duties of the State
Board of | ndependent Colleges and Universities;
provi di ng procedures for nonconpliance;
anending s. 246.101, F.S.; providing for an
exenption fromfees; creating a new workl oad
fee; repealing s. 246.021(2), (7), and (10),
F.S., relating to definitions; repealing s.
246.083, F.S., relating to authorization to
operate; authorizing continuance of certain
prograns; anending ss. 320.38 and 322.031

F.S.; correcting cross references; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 246. 081,
Fl orida Statutes, are anended to read

246.081 License, certificate of exenption, or
aut hori zati on required; exceptions.--

(1) The followi ng colleges are not under the
jurisdiction of the board and are not required to obtain do

not—need a | icense, a certificate of exenption, or an
aut hori zation fromthe board to—operate
(a) Any college provided, operated, and supported by

the State of Florida or its political subdivisions or the
Federal Governnent.
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1 (b) Any college, school, or course licensed or
2 | approved for establishnment and operation under chapter 464,
3 | chapter 466, or chapter 475, or any other chapter of the
4| Florida Statutes, requiring licensing or approval as defined
5]in ss. 246.011-246. 151
6 (2) No nonpublic college shall continue operation or
7 | be established within the state unl ess such col |l ege shal
8| apply for, and obtain fromthe board, a license, a certificate
9| of exenption, or authorization in the manner and form
10 | prescribed by the board. Upon recei pt of approved articles of
11 | incorporation fromthe Departnent of State that purport to be
12| for a college as defined in s. 246.021, the newy forned
13 | corporation shall, within 60 days after such approval, nake an
14 | application to the board for a |icense, a certificate of
15 | exenption, or other authorization as required by law. The
16 | approval of articles of incorporation by the Departnment of
17 | State shall not be deened to be an approval to engage in the
18 | operation of an institution of higher |earning. Such
19 | institution shall not advertise or operate until a license,
20 | certificate of exenption, or authorization te—eperate has been
21 | obtained fromthe board. Wen articles of incorporation are
22 | issued to an institution of higher |earning, the Departnment of
23| State shall imediately furnish a copy of the articles of
24 | incorporation to the board.
25 Section 2. Section 246.084, Florida Statutes, is
26 | created to read:
27 246.084 Authorization.--
28 (1) A nonpublic college which enrolls students, none
29 | of whomreceive state or federal financial aid for education
30| shall not be required to apply for a license upon conpliance
31
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with this section and subnission of data required by this

secti on.
(a) Colleges receiving authorization under this

section may only offer educational prograns that prepare

students for religious vocations as mnisters, professionals,

or |laypersons in the following categories: mnistry,

counseling, theol ogy, education, admnistration, nusic, fine

arts, nedia comruni cations, and soci al work.

(b) The religious vocation nmust predomni nantly appear

on the face of the degree and on the college's transcript.

(c) The titles of degrees issued by the coll ege nust

include a religious nodifier which nust i medi ately precede,

or be included within, any of the following titles: Associate

in Arts, Associate in Science, Bachelor of Arts, Bachel or of

Sci ence, Master of Arts, Master of Science, and Doctor of

Phi | osophy.
(d) For purposes of this section, one senester credit

hour of study is 15 acadenic hours or its equivalent. The

following mninmumcredit hours are required for awarding the

fol | owi ng degrees:

1. Associate degree, with no fewer than 60 senester

hours or the equival ent.

2. Bachelor's degree, with no fewer than 120 senester

hours or the equival ent.

3. Master's degree, with no fewer than 24 senester

hours, or the equival ent, beyond the bachel or's degree.

4. Doctoral degree, with no fewer than 60 senester

hours, or the equival ent, beyond the bachel or's degree.

(e) The following data nmust be subnitted annually to

the board: college nane, address, tel ephone nunber, and

accreditation, if any; denonination, church, or religious
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affiliation; list of all degree titles with their religious

vocation nmajor; and a current copy of the college's catal og

and consuner practice information listed in paragraph (f).

(f) The board shall collect annually from each coll ege

aut hori zed pursuant to this section the foll owi ng descriptive

i nventory of consuner practices:

1. A description of the college's policies and

procedures regarding the recruitnment and adm ssi on of

st udent s.
2. The sources and ki nds of financial assistance

avai l abl e and the specific manner by which students are

informed of their responsibilities with respect to receiving

assi stance and repayi ng | oans.

3. The placenent assistance provided by the coll ege,

i ncludi ng any clains concerning job placenent rates.

4. Copies of all advertising published on behal f of

the college during the previous year. |f the college clains

accreditation, it shall indicate whether or not that

accreditation is approved by the United States Departnent of

Education and if such accreditation is disclosed in al

adverti senents.

5. A copy of the college's refund policy. The refund

policy nmust provide students with a nmini numof 3 working days

fromthe date a student signs an enroll nent contract or

financial agreenment with a college for the student to cance

the contract and receive a full refund of any tuition or

registration fees paid. The refund policy nust be proninently

di spl ayed on the contract form

6. Evidence that the college has provided its students

with a clear and specific statenent regarding the
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transferability of credits to and fromother coll eges,

institutes, sem naries, and universities.

(g) The college shall include with the data required

by paragraphs (e) and (f), a sworn affidavit, signed by its

chief admnistrative officer, affirmng that the i nformation

submtted is accurate and no fal se data has knowi ngly and

willingly been submitted, that the policies reported are

provided in witing to all prospective students at least 1

week before enrollnment or collection of tuition fees, that the

col | ege observes the policies and practices as reported to the

board, and that it conplies with this section

(h) The board shall set an annual review date for

receiving data and assuring conpliance with this section. The

board shall give a college 60 days' notification of the annua

review date. After providing 30 days' notification, the board

may i nmpose a fine for every nonth the coll ege receiving

aut hori zati on under this section fails to provide the data

requi red by paragraphs (e) and (f). The postmark on the

envel ope or package containing the notification serves as the

date of notification.

(i) The following information nust appear in the

college's catalog or administrative bulletin: denonination

church, or religious affiliation; purpose or mssion of the

college; a list and description of all courses of study; a

list of course descriptions; alist of all faculty nenbers

with their degrees; adninistrative officers and staff; al

fees, charges, nonrefundable fees, and tuition; refund

policies; transferability of credits to and from ot her

col |l eges; accreditation, if any; whether or not the

accrediting agency is recognized by the United States

Departnent of Education; and the coll ege's authorization
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status. A college receiving authorization under this section

shall include the followi ng statenent in the purpose, m ssion

accreditation, or recognition statenent in the catalog to

clarify its statutory existence: "The degree prograns of this

col |l ege are designed solely for religious vocations."

(j) The nane of the college shall include a religious

nodi fier or the nane of a religious patriarch, saint, person

or synbol of the church.

(2) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of paragraph

(1)(c), a college which conplies with the provisions of this

section and subnmits to the board a sworn affidavit froma

group forned pursuant to s. 246.041(1)(f), certifying that the

college conplies with the m ni num standards for |licensure as

provided for inrule, is not required to include a religious

nodifier in the title of degrees issued by the coll ege.

(3) The burden of determining conpliance with this

section shall rest with the board. Pursuant to s.

246.041(1)(f), the board nmay enter into an agreenent with an

i ndi vidual or group of individuals to oversee the revi ew and

collection of the data subnmitted pursuant to this section

The board may require further evidence and nmake such further

i nvestigation, in addition to the informati on submitted, as

may be reasonably necessary in the board's judgnent.

(4) |If the board deternmines that a coll ege neets the

requi renents of this section, the board shall issue the

col |l ege an authorization

(5) |If at any tinme a college receiving authorization

under this section fails to conply with this section, it shal

be required to apply for a license pursuant to s. 246.081

within 30 days of the board's final action finding that the

college is not authorized under this section. Final actions
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1| by the board may be taken only after two consecutive quarterly
2| neetings. A notice of nonconpliance with the specific
3| requirenents of this section shall precede the two quarterly
4| neetings. A final nonconpliance notification shall be sent by
5] certified mail 30 days prior to the final action
6 Section 3. Subsections (4) and (5) of section 246.101
7| Florida Statutes, are anended to read
8 246. 101 Fees. --

9 (4) The cost of routine services of the board, such as
10 | data collection and di ssem nation, shall be supported through
11| a base fee. Nonpublic colleges operating pursuant to s.
12| 246.084 are not required to pay the base fee. The base fee
13 | applies to all other nonpublic coll eges;—whether—granted
14| 4 ’ e : e o .

15 | eperate.

16 ta—+H—thetotal—approprtationfor—theboardreqgui+res
17 | that—ene—hat-f—or—rore—of—the—cost—of—operating—the boardbe
18 | supported—through—fees—theboard—shatt—charge—abasefee—to
19 | aH—~cotHteges—under—i-ts—jurisdietion—The board may adj ust the
20| fee based on the enrollnent of the college. However, the fee
21 | assessed to the largest coll ege may not exceed one-half of 1
22 | percent of the anount appropriated for the board or $1, 500,
23 | whichever is less. The fee assessed to the largest college
24 | may not exceed three tines the anount of the fee assessed to
25| the snmall est coll ege.

26
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28
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(5) The board shall assess fees to defray the cost of
wor kl oad for board activities that are specific to certain
coll eges. Such workload activities nust relate to:

(a) Licensure.

(b) Annual reviews.

(c) Special reviews.

(d) Site visits.

(e) Resolution of conplaints for violation of fair
consuner practices.

(f) Approval Authoerizatioen to operate in Florida
wi t hout offering educational prograns.

(g) Approval to use the term"college" or
"university."

(h) Review and coll ection of data subnitted pursuant

to s. 246.084 when the review and collection is performed by

the board rather than an individual or group pursuant to s.
246. 084(3).
(i) fth)y Oher workload activities as approved by the

Legi sl ature.
Section 4. Subsections (2), (7), and (10) of section
246. 021 and section 246.083, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.
Section 5. Institutions operating pursuant to the

provisions of s. 246.083, Florida Statutes, nmay continue to

of fer prograns and award degrees, in accordance with the

provisions of s. 246.083, Florida Statutes, to students

enrolled in such prograns on or before June 30, 1997. However,
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1| no new student may be enrolled pursuant to the provisions of
2| s. 246.083, Florida Statutes, after June 30, 1997.
3 Section 6. Section 320.38, Florida Statutes, is
4 | anended to read:
5 320. 38 Wien nonresi dent exenption not allowed.--The
6 | provisions of s. 320.37 authorizing the operation of notor
7 | vehicles over the roads of this state by nonresidents of this
8 | state when such vehicles are duly registered or |icensed under
9] the laws of sone other state or foreign country do not apply
10| to any nonresi dent who accepts enpl oynent or engages in any
11 | trade, profession, or occupation in this state, except a
12 | nonresident mgrant farmworker as defined in s. 316.003(61).
13| In every case in which a nonresident, except a nonresident
14 | migrant farmworker as defined in s. 316.003(61), accepts
15 | enpl oynent or engages in any trade, profession, or occupation
16 | in this state or enters his or her children to be educated in
17 | the public schools of this state, such nonresident shall
18 | within 10 days after the conmmencenent of such enpl oynent or
19 | education, register his or her notor vehicles in this state if
20 | such notor vehicles are proposed to be operated on the roads
21| of this state. Any person who is enrolled as a student in a
22 | college or university and who is a nonresident but who is in
23| this state for a period of up to 6 nonths engaged in a
24 | wor k-study program for which academic credits are earned from
25| a coll ege whose credits or degrees are accepted for credit by
26 | at least three accredited institutions of higher |earning, as
27 | defined in s. 246.021(5), is not required to have a Florida
28 | registration for the duration of the work-study programif the
29 | person's vehicle is properly registered in another
30| jurisdiction. Any nonresident who is enrolled as a full-tine
31
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student in such institution of higher learning is al so exenpt
for the duration of such enroll nment.

Section 7. Subsection (3) of section 322.031, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

322.031 Nonresident; when |license required.--

(3) A nonresident who is domiciled in another state
and who commutes into this state in order to work shall not be
required to obtain a Florida driver's license under this
section solely because he or she has accepted enpl oynent or
engages in any trade, profession, or occupation in this state
if he or she has a valid driver's license issued by another
state. Further, any person who is enrolled as a student in a
coll ege or university and who is a nonresident but is in this
state for a period of up to 6 nonths engaged in a work-study
program for which acadenmc credits are earned froma coll ege
whose credits or degrees are accepted for credit by at |east
three accredited institutions of higher |earning, as defined
in s. 246.021(5)y, shall not be required to obtain a Florida
driver's license for the duration of the work-study programi f
such person has a valid driver's license issued by anot her
state. Any nonresident who is enrolled as a full-tine student
in any such institution of higher learning is also exenpt from
the requirenent of obtaining a Florida driver's license for
the duration of such enrollnent.

Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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