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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 895

By Representatives Dawson-White, Lippnman, Casey, Thrasher
M1 1ler, Jones, Healey, Arnall and Peaden

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to trauma centers; anending s.
395.402, F.S.; providing |legislative
recognition of pediatric trauna referra
centers; providing legislative intent regarding
factors to be considered in devising planning
gui del i nes; prescribing the nunber and types of
patients to be treated at pediatric trauma
referral centers; amending s. 395.4025, F.S.
providing for the selection of state-approved
trauma centers and pediatric trauma referra
centers; anmendi ng procedures for renew ng
verification; requiring the formati on of a task
force on pediatric trauma; providing for
nmenbership, duties, and responsibilities of the
task force nenbers; requiring a report to the
Legislature; providing for the inapplicability
of this act to certain pending cases; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 395. 402,
Florida Statutes, are anended, present subsection (3) of that
section is renunbered as subsection (4), and a new subsection
(3) is added to that section, to read:

395.402 Traunmm service areas; nunber and | ocation of
trauma centers. --

(1) The Legislature finds that it is appropriate to
recogni ze as a traunmm patient soneone with an injury severity
score (ISS) of 9 or greater. The Legislature also recognizes
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that Level | and Level |l trauna centers and pediatric traum

referral centers should each be capable of annually treating a

m ni mrum of 1, 000, and 500, and 150 patients, respectively,

with an injury severity score of 9 or greater. Further, the
Legislature finds that, based on the nunbers and | ocati ons of
trauma victins with these injury severity scores, there should
be 19 trauma service areas in the state, and, at a m ni mum
there should be at | east one trauma center in each service
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(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that, as a
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pl anni ng gui deline, Level | and Level |l trauma centers and
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pediatric trauma referral centers should generally each
provi de care annually to approxi mately a—+ntrumof 1, 000, and
500, and 150 patients, respectively, as provided in subsection
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(1). It is the further intent of the Legislature that, as a

16 | pl anning guideline, factors such as geography, relative

17 | popul ation density, and other factors that ensure access to
18 | traunm care nmay be considered. Level Il trauma centers in

19 | counties of nore than 500,000 popul ation are expected to be
20| able to care for 1,000 patients per year, as a planning

21 | gui deli ne.

22 (3) For purposes of subsections (1) and (2), adult

23| patients who are treated at a Level | or Level Il traumm

24 | center may not be considered to be pediatric traumm patients.
25 Section 2. Subsections (1), (2), (4), and (6) of

26 | section 395.4025, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, are

27 | anended to read:

28 395. 4025 Selection of state-approved traunma centers. --
29 (1) For purposes of devel oping a system of

30 | state-approved traunma centers, the departnent shall use the 19
31| trauma service areas established in s. 395.402. Wthin each
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service area and based on the state trauma system plan, the

| ocal or regional trauma services system plan, recomrendations
of the local or regional trauma agency, and the 1990 Report
and Proposal for Funding State-Sponsored Trauna Centers, the
departnent shall establish the approxi mte nunber of

stat e-approved trauma centers needed to ensure reasonabl e
access to high-quality trauma services. Using the guidelines
and procedures outlined in the 1990 report, except when in
conflict with those prescribed in this section, or when in
conflict with the local or regional trauma agency plan as

approved by the departnent,the departnent shall select those

hospitals that are to be recogni zed as state-approved trauna
centers and shall include all trauma centers verified as of
Cctober 1, 1990, and subsequently, subject to specific
progranmatic and quality of care standards.

(2)(a) The departnent shall annually notify each acute
care general hospital and each | ocal and each regional traum
agency in the state that the departnent is accepting letters
of intent fromhospitals that are interested in beconi ng
state-approved trauma centers. In order to be considered by
the departnent, a hospital that operates within the geographic
area of a local or regional trauma agency nmust submit witten

certification by the local or regional trauna agency that the

verification of the hospital as a Level | or Level |l traum

center or as a pediatric trauna referral center together with

its letter of intent eertifythat—its—intent—tooperate—as—a
state—approved—trauira—ecenter i s consistent with the traum

services plan of the local or regional traunma agency, as

approved by the departnent, if such agency exists. Letters of
intent nust be submitted to the departnent and to the | ocal or

regi onal traunmm agency, if one exists, and nust be postmarked
3
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1| no later than nidnight October 1 of the year in which the

2| letter of intent is filed. The departnment may not consider the
3| letter of intent or application of any hospital that has not
4| tinmely filed both a letter of intent and a witten

5| confirmation of consistency with the |local or regional agency
6| plan as required by this section. This—paragraphdoes—not

7 I I SO . - I Lt o

8 | eenter—on—Jdantvary—1,—1992-

9 (b) By Cctober 15, the departnment shall send to al

10| hospitals that submitted a |letter of intent an application

11 | package that will provide the hospitals with instructions for
12 | subnmitting information to the departnent for selection as a
13 | state-approved traunma center. The standards for verification
14 | of traumm centers and pediatric trauma referral centers

15| provided for in s. 395.401(3), as adopted by rule of the

16 | departnent, shall serve as the basis for these instructions.
17 (c) In order to be considered by the departnent,

18 | applications fromthose hospitals seeking selection as

19 | state-approved traunma centers or state-approved pediatric

20| trauma referral centers, including those current verified

21| trauma centers that seek to be state-approved trauma centers
22 | or state-approved pediatric trauma referral centers, nust be
23 | received by the departnent and, for any hospital that operates
24 | within the geographic area of a local or regional traunm

25| agency, by the local or regional trauna agency,no | ater than
26 | the close of business on April 1. The departnment shall conduct
27 | a provisional review of each application for the purpose of
28 | determining that the hospital's application is conplete and
29 | that the hospital has the critical elenents required for a

30 | state-approved trauma center. The local or regional traunm

31| agency shall conduct a prelimnary review of the application
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1| for the purposes of this paragraph and shall submit comments
2| or recommendations to the departnent no |ater than the close
3| of business on April 7. In reviewing the application, the

4 | departnent shall consider the comments or reconmendations

5| subnmitted by the local or regional trauma agency. |f the

6 | departnent nakes a finding of fact or determ nation regardi ng
7| the application which is counter to the conments or

8 | recomendati ons subnitted by the local or regional traunm

9 | agency, the departnment nust provide to the local or regiona
10 | traunm agency, in witing, its reasons for its findings, item
11 ) by item This critical review conducted by the departnent and
12 | by the local or regional trauna agency nust w-H- be based on
13 | trauma center verification standards and nust shkal i ncl ude,
14| but is not be limted to, a review of whether the hospita

15 | has:

16 1. Equi prent and physical facilities necessary to

17 | provide trauma services.

18 2. Personnel in sufficient nunbers and with proper
19 | qualifications to provide traunma services.

20 3. An effective quality assurance process.

21 4—Submttet—witten—econfrration—by—thetocat—or

22 | regrona—trathra—agency—that—the—vertHeation—of—the—hospital
23 | as—a—state—approvetd—trata——ecenter—+s—conststent—wth—theptan
24 | ef—thetocal—or—regronal—traura—agency—as—approved—by—the
25 | departrent—H—stueh—agency—exi-sts—This—subparagraph—appties
26 | to—any—hosprtat—that—+snot—aprovistonal—er—veri-Hedtratura
27 | eenter—on—Jantary—1,—1992-

28

29 | Any application that is subnmtted by a hospital that has

30| failed to conply with the requirenents of paragraph (2)(a)
31
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1| nmust be rejected and may not be considered by the departnent

2| or by the local or regional trauna agency.

3 (d)1. Notwithstanding other provisions in this

4| section, the departnent may grant up to an additional 18

5] nonths to a hospital applicant that is unable to neet al

6 | requirenments as provided in paragraph (c) at the tinme of

7| application if the nunber of applicants in the service area in
8 | which the applicant is located is equal to or less than the

9| service area allocation, as provided by rule of the

10 | departnent. An applicant that is granted additional tine

11 | pursuant to this paragraph shall subnmit a plan for

12 | departnental approval which includes tinelines and activities
13 | that the applicant proposes to conplete in order to neet

14 | application requirenents. Any applicant that denpnstrates an
15 ] ongoing effort to conplete the activities within the tinelines
16 | outlined in the plan shall be included in the nunber of

17 | state-approved trauma centers at such tine that the departnent
18 | has conducted a provisional review of the application and has
19 | deternmined that the application is conplete and that the
20 | hospital has the critical elenments required for a
21 | state-approved traunma center.
22 2. Tinmefranes provided in subsections (1)-(8) shall be
23 | stayed until the departnent determnes that the application is
24 | conplete and that the hospital has the critical elenents
25| required for a state-approved trauma center
26 (4) Between May 1 and October 1 of each year, the
27 | departnent and, for any hospital that operates within the
28 | geographic area of a local or regional trauma agency, the
29 | local or regional traunma agency shall conduct an in-depth
30 | evaluation of all applications found acceptable in the
31| provisional review. The |local or regional traunma agency shal
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conduct an in-depth evaluation of the application and shal

submt coments and recommendations to the departnent no | ater

than the cl ose of business on June 1 of the year in which the

application was submitted. In reviewing the application, the

departnent shall consider the coments and reconmendati ons

submtted by the local or regional traunma agency. |f the

departnment nmakes a finding of fact or determ nation regarding

the application which is counter to the coments or

reconmendations subnmitted by the |local or regional traum

agency, the departnent nust provide to the local or regiona

trauma agency, in witing, its reasons for its findings, item

by item The applications nust shatt+ be eval uat ed agai nst

criteria enunerated in the application packages as provided to
the hospitals by the departnent.

(6) Based on recommendations fromthe review team the
departnment shall select state-approved traunma centers by July
1. An applicant for designation as a state-approved trauna
center or a state-approved pediatric trauma referral center
may request an extension of its provisional status if it
submits a corrective action plan to the departnment. The
corrective action plan nust denonstrate the ability of the
applicant to correct deficiencies noted during the applicant's
onsite review conducted by the departnent between the previous
Cctober 1 and June 1. The departnent nmay extend the
provi sional status of an applicant for designation as a
state-approved trauma center or a state-approved pediatric
trauma referral center through Decenber 31 if the applicant
provides a corrective action plan acceptable to the
departnment. The departnent or a team of out-of-state experts
assenbl ed by the departnent shall conduct an onsite visit on
or before Novenmber 1 to confirmthat the deficiencies have

7

CODI NG Wor ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 895
507- 149- 97

1| been corrected. The provisional state-approved trauna center
2| or the provisional state-approved pediatric trauna referra

3| center is responsible for all costs associated with the onsite
4| visit in a manner prescribed by rule of the departnent. By

5| January 1, the departnent nust approve or deny the application
6 | of any provisional applicant granted an extension. Each

7 | state-approved trauna center shall be granted a 7-year

8| verification period during which tinme it nust continue to

9| mintain trauna center verification standards and acceptabl e
10 | patient outconmes as deternined by departnent rule. A

11 | verification, unless sooner suspended or revoked,

12 | autonmatically expires 7 years after the date of issuance, but
13 | and i s renewabl e upon application for renewal, if the

14 | applicant continues to neet prescribed verification standards
15 | as—presert+bed—byrute—of—the—departrwent. An application for
16 | renewal nust be filed with the departnent at |east 90 days

17 | before the verification period ends, on fornms provided by the
18 | departnent. The forns nmust be linited to requesting

19 | confirmation of the applicant's desire to renewits

20| verification for another 7-year period, and the applicant's
21 | certification of continued conpliance with traum center

22 | verification standards for trauma center facilities, staffing,
23 | equi pnent, and prograns. AFHter—Juy—1—3992-Only t hose

24 | hospitals selected as state-approved trauna centers nay

25 | operate as trauna centers.

26 Section 3. Wthin 60 days after the effective date of
27 | this act, the Departnent of Health shall convene a task force
28 | on pediatric trauma. Task force nenbers who are to be

29 | appoi nted by the departnent nust include representatives of
30| health care facilities, energency nedical services providers,
31| and health care practitioners, all of whom have speci al
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expertise or experience in the area of pediatric traum care;

representatives fromlocal and regional trauma agenci es and

heal th pl anning councils, and representatives fromthe
Departnent of Health Ofice of Children's Medical Services.
Representatives fromthe Agency for Health Care Adninistration

who have special expertise in health planning, hospita

regulation, and children's health care are to be appoi nted by

the Agency for Health Care Administration. Consistent with its

state planning requirenents as provided in section 395. 4015,

Florida Statutes, the departnent shall draft a pl anning

docunent for pediatric trauma care and shall subnmit the

docunent to the chairpersons of the health care and

appropriations committees of each house by Decenber 1, 1998.

The pl anni ng docunent nust address the establishnment of

m ni nrum pedi atric trauma pati ent case nunber pl anning

gui del i nes and nmust be based on a consideration of other

factors relevant to the planning of pediatric traum care,

i ncluding, at a m ni mum

(1) The injury severity level for which pediatric

trauma care i s required.

(2) A proposal for a mninumpatient care nunber

pl anning guideline that is based on a consi deration of

geographic factors, relative popul ation density of urban and

rural areas, and other factors inportant to ensuring adequate

geogr aphi ¢ access to care.

(3) A proposal for a mni numnunber or range of nunbers

of pediatric trauma cases which should be used as a pediatric

trauma planning guideline. In arriving at such a nunber, the

task force shoul d consider the nunber of pediatric traunm

cases which should be treated at a pediatric trauna referra

center in order to maintain skill proficiencies consistent
9
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with high-quality outcones; to contribute to teaching,

research, and education; and to ensure training of future

pedi atric trauma physicians and other pediatric traunm

pr of essi onal speciali sts.

(4) The acceptabl e range of el apsed tine between the

occurrence of pediatric trauma injury and the provision of

definitive care. In arriving at the acceptabl e range of

el apsed tine, the task force nust consider what constitutes

appropriate travel tinme fromaccident |locations to a pediatric

trauma referral center and what constitutes appropriate

|l engths of tine for interfacility transfer between

nonpediatric trauma facilities and pediatric trauma referra

centers.
(5) The existing level of facilities avail able

t hroughout the state as resources for pediatric traum care.

(6) The appropriate distribution of pediatric referra

centers relative to adult traumm centers throughout the state.

Menbers of the task force, excluding state enpl oyees, shal

serve w thout conpensation and w thout reinbursenent for

travel expenses. The activities of the task force nust be

acconplished within existing resources and appropriations.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

10

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 895
507- 149- 97

RSk S R R I kS R R Rk S bk R R Rk S

SENATE SUMVARY

Provides |l egislative intent regarding traunma centers and
pediatric tfauma care. Prescribes thée nunber and types of
patients to be treated at pediatric trauma referra
centers. Provides for selecting state-approved trauna
centers and pediatric trauna réeferral centers. Amends

rocedures for renewing verification, Requires the .
ormation of a task force on pediatric trauma. Provides
for task force nenbership, duties, and responsibilities.
Requires a report to legislative commttees.
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