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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HR 9045
By Representatives Bainter and Betancourt

House Resol ution
A resol ution designating the week of March
24-28, 1997, as Juvenile Justice Wek

WHEREAS, the mission of the Departnent of Juvenile
Justice is to provide a full range of progranms and services to
prevent and reduce juvenile delinquency, and

WHEREAS, the Departnent of Juvenile Justice has nade
great strides in pronoting |ocal governnent and comunity
i nvol verrent by creating partnerships focused on delivering
prograns and services specific to district needs involving
t housands of |ocal |eaders and citizens and approxi mately
21,600 volunteer hours in the |last year, and

WHEREAS, the Departnent of Juvenile Justice envisions a
safer Florida where peopl e experience the benefits of life
resulting fromthe reduced risk of harm caused by juvenile
del i nquency, and

WHEREAS, within the 10-year tine period between 1986
and 1996, Florida's 10-year-old to 17-year-old age group
i ncreased 14 percent while the volune of cases entering the
juvenile justice systemincreased by 95 percent, and

WHEREAS, the nunber of juveniles being referred to the
departnment is increasing steadily and youth are beginning to
be involved in crimnal activity at an earlier age, and

WHEREAS, the projected popul ation growth for the
10-year-old to 17-year-old age group is 21 percent over the
next 10 years with a proportionate nunber of youth coming into
the juvenile justice system and

WHEREAS, the projected nunber of delinquency cases
expected to be received by the departnent is expected to reach
nearly 250,000 by the year 2005, and
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1 WHEREAS, stopping the younger juveniles fromentering
2| or progressing any further into the juvenile justice system
3| wll require special enphasis in the areas of prevention and
4| intervention and the support of the Legislature, |aw

5| enforcenent, other state agencies, businesses, |oca

6 | conmuni ti es, and organi zati ons, NOW THEREFORE,
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8| Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
9| Florida:
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11 That the House of Representatives hereby recognizes the
12 | week of March 24-28, 1997, as Juvenile Justice Wek and urges
13 | the support and participation of all citizens in making a

14 | conscious effort to prevent juvenile crine.
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