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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HR 9109
By Representative Silver

House Resol ution
A resol ution conmenorating the 20th anniversary
of The Mbri kam Miseum and Japanese Gardens on
March 20, 1997.

WHEREAS, during the first years of this century,
farmers from Japan were drawn to south Pal m Beach County by
the lure of good land and a friendly climte, to settle in an
area known as Yamato Col ony, and

WHEREAS, the existence of this colony of hard-working
farnmers mght have faded into obscurity had it not been for
the gifts of one of their nunber, George Sukeji Morikam , and

WHEREAS, in 1973, M. Morikan donated to the county
the first of several parcels of |and, which, through his
generosity, eventually grew to 200 acres, and

WHEREAS, in 1977, there was dedicated on a portion of
that | and The Mori kam Miseum and Japanese Gardens, the only
museumin the United States dedicated exclusively to the
living culture of Japan, and

WHEREAS, because of expanding collections and anbitious
growt h, a second building was opened in 1993, with current
plans calling for a 9-acre garden encircling Mrikam Lake,
and

WHEREAS, The Mori kani has been supported in part by the
nonetary contributions and volunteer efforts of thousands of
Pal m Beach County and Florida residents and, through its
cl asses and outreach prograns, has served the residents and
visitors of PalmBeach and Florida for 20 years, and

WHEREAS, The Mori kani serves as a synbol of Japanese
and Anerican understanding and friendship, NON THEREFORE,
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Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives hereby recognizes
March 20, 1997, as the 20th anniversary of The Morikanm Miseum
and Japanese Gardens and extends its congratul ations to the
Pal m Beach County Parks and Recreation Departnent and The
Mori kam , | nc.
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