Fl orida Senate - 1998 SB 912
By Senator Diaz-Bal art

37-709-98

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school funding; anending s.

3 236.081, F.S.; reducing the aggregate

4 required-local -effort mllage rate; providing a

5 nm ni mum base student allocation for FY

6 1998-1999; providing an effective date.

7

8| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

9

10 Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 236.081, Florida
11| Statutes, is anended to read:

12 236.081 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annua
13| allocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
14 | district for operation of schools is not determned in the

15 | annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
16 | t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as

17 | fol |l ows:

18 (4) COWPUTATI ON OF DI STRI CT REQUI RED LOCAL

19 | EFFORT. --The Legi slature shall prescribe the aggregate
20 | required local effort for all school districts collectively as
21| an itemin the General Appropriations Act for each fisca
22 | year, but the aggregate required local effort nmay not exceed
23 | an anount that, based on the npbst current information
24 | avail able, would result in an aggregate required-|ocal -effort
25| nmllage in excess of 6.029 nmills. The anobunt that each
26 | district shall provide annually toward the cost of the Florida
27 | Educati on Finance Program for kindergarten through grade 12
28 | prograns shall be cal cul ated as foll ows:
29 (a) Estimted taxable value cal cul ations.--
30 l.a. Not later than 2 working days prior to July 19
31| the Departnent of Revenue shall certify to the Conm ssioner of
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1| Education its nost recent estimte of the taxable value for

2 | school purposes in each school district and the total for al
3| school districts in the state for the current cal endar year

4 | based on the | atest available data obtained fromthe | oca

5| property appraisers. Not later than July 19, the conmi ssioner
6 | shall conpute a millage rate, rounded to the next highest one
7 | one-thousandth of a mll, which, when applied to 95 percent of
8| the estimated state total taxable value for school purposes,
9 | woul d generate the prescribed aggregate required local effort
10| for that year for all districts. The conmi ssioner shal

11| certify to each district school board the nmillage rate,

12 | conputed as prescribed in this subparagraph, as the nini num
13| nllage rate necessary to provide the district required | oca
14 | effort for that year

15 b. For the 1997-1998 fiscal year only, the Genera

16 | Appropriations Act may direct the conputation of the statew de
17 | adj usted aggregate amount for required local effort for al

18 | school districts collectively fromad val oremtaxes to ensure
19 | that no school district's revenue fromrequired | ocal effort
20| millage will produce nore than 90 percent of the district's
21| total Florida Education Finance Program cal cul ation, and the
22 | adjustnment of the required | ocal effort mllage rate of each
23 | district that produces nore than 90 percent of its total
24 | Flori da Education Finance Programentitlenent to a | evel that
25| will produce only 90 percent of its total Florida Education
26 | Finance Programentitlenent. This sub-subparagraph is
27 | repealed on July 1, 1998, unless enacted in other |egislation
28 2. As revised data are received from property
29 | apprai sers, the Departnent of Revenue shall anend the
30| certification of the estimate of the taxable value for schoo
31 | purposes. The Commi ssioner of Education, in adm nistering the
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provi sions of subparagraph (10)(a)2., shall use the nost
recent taxable value for the appropriate year

(b) Final calculation.--

1. The Departnent of Revenue shall, upon receipt of
the official final assessed val ue of property fromeach of the
property appraisers, certify to the conm ssioner the taxable
val ue total for school purposes in each school district,
subj ect to the provisions of paragraph (d). The conm ssi oner
shal|l use the official final taxable value for school purposes
for each school district in the final calculation of the
annual K-12 Florida Education Fi nance Program al |l ocati ons.

2. For the purposes of this paragraph, the official
final taxable value for school purposes shall be the taxable
val ue for school purposes on which the tax bills are conputed
and nmailed to the taxpayers, adjusted to reflect fina
adm ni strative actions of value adjustnment boards and judicial
deci sions pursuant to part | of chapter 194. By Septenber 1 of
each year, the Departnent of Revenue shall certify to the
conmi ssioner the official prior year final taxable value for
school purposes. For each county that has not subnitted a
revised tax roll reflecting final val ue adjustnent board
actions and final judicial decisions, the Departnent of
Revenue shall certify the nost recent revision of the official
t axabl e value for school purposes. The certified val ue shal
be the final taxable value for school purposes and no further
adj ustments shall be nmade, except those made pursuant to
subpar agraph (10)(a) 2.

(c) Equalization of required local effort.--

1. The Departnent of Revenue shall include with its
certifications provided pursuant to paragraph (a) its nost
recent determnation of the assessnent |evel of the prior

3
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1| year's assessnent roll for each county and for the state as a
2 | whol e.

3 2. The conmi ssioner shall adjust the required | oca

4 | effort mllage of each district for the current year, conputed
5| pursuant to paragraph (a), as foll ows:

6 a. The equalization factor for the prior year's

7 | assessnent roll of each district shall be nultiplied by 95

8 | percent of the taxable value for school purposes shown on that
9|roll and by the prior year's required local-effort nillage,

10 | excl usive of any equalization adjustnment made pursuant to this
11 | paragraph. The dollar anmbunt so conputed shall be the

12 | additional required local effort for equalization for the

13| current year.

14 b. Such equalization factor shall be conputed as the
15| quotient of the prior year's assessnent |evel of the state as
16 | a whole divided by the prior year's assessnent |evel of the
17 | county, from which quotient shall be subtracted 1

18 c. The dollar anpbunt of additional required | oca

19 | effort for equalization for each district shall be converted
20| to a mllage rate, based on 95 percent of the current year's
21 | taxable value for that district, and added to the required

22 | local effort mllage determ ned pursuant to paragraph (a).

23 3. Notwithstanding the linitations inposed pursuant to
24| s. 236.25(1), the total required local-effort mllage,

25| including additional required local effort for equalization
26 | shall be an anmount not to exceed 10 mnus the nmaxi num nil | age
27 | all oned as nonvoted discretionary mllage, exclusive of

28 | mllage authorized pursuant to s. 236.25(2). Nothing herein
29 | shall be construed to allow a mllage in excess of that

30| authorized ins. 9, Art. VIl of the State Constitution.

31

4
CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOOUuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da Senate - 1998 SB 912
37-709-98

4. For the purposes of this chapter, the term
"assessnent |evel" neans the val ue-wei ghted nean assessnent
ratio for the county or state as a whole, as deterni ned
pursuant to s. 195.096, or as subsequently adjusted. In the
event a court has adjudicated that the departnent failed to
establish an accurate estinmate of an assessnent |evel of a
county and reconputation resulting in an accurate estinate
based upon the evidence before the court was not possible,
that county shall be presuned to have an assessnent |evel
equal to that of the state as a whole.

5. If, in the prior year, taxes were | evied against an
interimassessnent roll pursuant to s. 193.1145, the
assessnent |evel and prior year's nonexenpt assessed val uation
used for the purposes of this paragraph shall be those of the
i nteri massessnent roll

(d) Exclusion.--1n those instances in which

1. There is litigation either attacking the authority
of the property appraiser to include certain property on the
tax assessnent roll as taxable property or contesting the
assessed val ue of certain property on the tax assessnent roll
and

2. The assessed val ue of the property in contest
i nvolves nore than 10 percent of the total nonexenpt
assessnent roll

t he assessed val ue of the property in contest shall be
excl uded fromthe taxable value for school purposes for
pur poses of conputing the district required | ocal effort.

(e) Reconputation.--Follow ng final adjudication of
any litigation on the basis of which an adjustnent in taxable
val ue was made pursuant to paragraph (d), the departnent shal

5
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1| reconpute the required local effort for each district for each
2 | year affected by such adjustnents, utilizing taxable val ues
3 | approved by the court, and shall adjust subsequent allocations
4] to such districts accordingly.

5 Section 2. For the 1998-1999 fiscal year only, the
6 | base student allocation determ ned under section 236.081(1),
7| Florida Statutes, may not be | ess than the base student

8| allocation in the 1997-1998 fiscal year adjusted for

9| inflation.

10 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
11 | I aw
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