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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HR 9171
By Representative Lawson

House Resol ution
A resolution honoring Dr. Benjamin L. Perry.

WHEREAS, Dr. Benjanmin L. Perry was born February 27
1918, in Eatonville, Florida, and noved to Tall ahassee when
his father accepted a faculty position at Florida Agricultura
and Mechani cal University, FAMJ, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Perry received a Bachel or of Science
degree in agricultural education from FAMJ in 1940, received a
Mast er of Science degree in agricultural econonics fromlowa
State University in 1942 and returned to FAMJ to becone an
instructor in economcs, and received a Ph.D. from Cor nel
University in | and economics in 1954, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Perry returned to FAMJU to begin a
di sti ngui shed career as a professor of economcs and a
university administrator, was Dean of Students for 8 years,
becane a nenber of the Mchigan State University Advisory Team
for the United States Agency for International Devel opnent and
was Dean of Student Affairs at the University of N geria, was
FAMJ s first Director of Research and Grants, becane the Dean
of Admi nistration, and | ater becane the sixth President of
FAMJ, serving in that capacity from 1968 to 1977, and

WHEREAS, as President of FAMJ, Dr. Perry thoroughly
reorgani zed that institution, being responsible for
establi shnent of the FAMJ Foundati on, the Basic Studi es and
Thirteen Col l ege Curriculum Prograns, the School of Business
and I ndustry, the School of Architecture, the Bl ack Archives,
Research Center and Museum and the Cluster program and

WHEREAS, Dr. Perry, despite nunerous strong and
persistent forces supporting the nerger or abolition of FAMJ,
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was successful in fighting to save FAMJ as an aut ononbus and
i ndependent institution, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives hereby recognizes the
achi evenents, contributions, and service of Dr. Benjanin L.
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Perry to Florida Agricultural and Mechani cal University,
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especially his efforts to preserve FAMJ as an i ndependent and
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accredited institution of higher I|earning.
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