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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HR 9175
. By Representatives Bloom  Villal obos, Heyman, Morse,

RO{as, Cosgrove, Logan, Barreiro, Diaz de la Portilla,
Bet ancourt, Val des and Bush

House Resol ution
A resolution congratulating Florida
I nternational University on the occasion of its
25t h anni versary and proclai mi ng Septenber 16,
1997, as Florida International University Day.

WHEREAS, Florida International University, FIU, opened
its doors on Septenber 16, 1972, to 5,667 students, the
| argest first-day enrollnment in Anerican collegiate history,
and

WHEREAS, FIU, the first public baccal aureate-granting
university in Dade County, has grown to 30,000 students,
placing it anbng the nation's 25 | argest universities, and has
been repeatedly | auded by distingui shed coll ege gui des as one
of America's best colleges, and

WHEREAS, FI U has devel oped from an upper-division
institution with a handful of masters prograns to a university
of fering nore than 200 baccal aureate, masters, and doctora
prograns, which have been accredited by all the mgjor
educati onal associations in the country, and

WHEREAS, FI U has energed as a research university,
generating well over $30 nmillion in annual grants and
contracts, and has becone a national |eader in environnental
research, Latin American studies, tropical biology,
hospitality nanagenent, and other fields, and

WHEREAS, FIU reflects its community in its diversity,
with the largest Hispanic enrollnment and second-| ar gest
African-Anerican enrollnent of any Florida public university,
and fulfills critical conmmunity needs through a broad spectrum
of services, events, and prograns, and
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WHEREAS, FIU s 73,000 al umi have assuned proni nent
positions in virtually every field in the public and private
sectors and are nmking significant contributions in their
communities, particularly in South Florida where nore than 70
percent reside, and

VWHEREAS, FI U now has an econonic inpact of nore than $1
billion on the South Florida econony and is the major supplier
of university-trained enpl oyees for the region, awarding
nearly 6,000 baccal aureate, masters, and doctoral degrees
annual ly, and

WHEREAS, FI U has energed as one of the npst outstanding
and dynami ¢ young urban universities in the country and is
enhancing the quality of life enjoyed by citizens throughout
our state and the nation, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives congratul ates Florida
International University on the occasion of its 25th
anni versary and procl ai ns Septenber 16, 1997, as Florida
I nternational University Day.
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