Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 919
By Representative Byrd

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to econonic devel oprment areas;

3 providing | egislative findings and intent;

4 providing definitions; authorizing counties and

5 nmunicipalities to create econom ¢ devel opnent

6 areas for certain purposes; providing criteria;

7 providing for review by |ocal planning agencies

8 and the Departnent of Community Affairs;

9 aut hori zi ng county or nunicipal governing

10 bodi es to provide consolidated, streanlined

11 approval processes, to invest in certain

12 infrastructure, and to waive certain

13 devel opnent costs under certain circunstances;

14 providing an effective date.

15

16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

17

18 Section 1. (1) The Legislature finds that authorizing
19 | I ocal governnents to create economni ¢ devel opnent areas woul d
20 | encourage quality econonic growth in areas where such growth
21| is acceptable to |local governnent and residents of such areas.
22 | The Legislature further finds that the | ocation of targeted
23 | industries within such approved econoni c devel opnent areas
24 | serves a public purpose. It is the intent of the Legislature
25| to enable counties and nmunicipalities to establish such

26 | econom ¢ devel opnent areas for purposes of pronoting such

27 | quality econom c grow h.

28 (2) For purposes of this act, the term"targeted

29 | i ndustry" neans:

30 (a) A conpany which provides at | east 100 new

31| full-tinme equival ent enpl oyees for positions for which the
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Standard I ndustrial O assification Code is on the |list of

targeted industries identified by Enterprise Florida, |nc;
(b) A conpany which adds at least 200 full-tine
equi val ent jobs within a 2-year period, provided each job pays

at | east 100 percent of the average wage of jobs in the

county; or
(c) A conpany which adds at least 500 full-tine

equi val ent jobs within a 2-year peri od.

(3)(a) Any county or nmunicipality in this state nay

create, by ordinance, one or nore econonic devel opnent areas

within the boundaries of the county or nunicipality, subject

to approval by the appropriate |ocal planning agency and the

Departnent of Community Affairs.

(b)1. An econonic devel opnent area shall be |ocated at

| east partially within a transit corridor

2. A county's econonic devel opnent areas may be

| ocated totally within the unincorporated areas of the county.

The total conbined area for all econonic devel opnent areas of

a county shall be no larger than 5 square mles.

3.a. For incorporated nmunicipalities with a popul ation

of 50,000 or nore, according to the |atest published

popul ation estimate fromthe Bureau of Econonic and Busi ness

Research at the University of Florida, the total conbined area

of econoni c devel opnent areas of such municipality nmay be up

to 50 acres or 1 percent of the area within the nmunicipality's

boundari es, whichever is greater

b. For incorporated nunicipalities with a popul ation

of | ess than 50,000, according to the |atest published

popul ation estimate fromthe Bureau of Econonic and Busi ness

Research at the University of Florida, the total conbined area

of econoni c devel opnent areas of such nmunicipality nay be up
2

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®Uu D WNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 919
577-101- 97

to 50 acres or 2 percent of the area within the nmunicipality's

boundari es, whichever is greater

(c) An ordinance proposing to create any economc

devel opnent area shall be presented at a public hearing for

comments and suggesti ons before being adopted by the governing

body of the county or nmunicipality. After such ordinance is

adopt ed, the governing body shall subnit a copy of the

ordi nance, and any comments and suggestions relating to the

ordi nance received at the public hearing, to the |oca

pl anni ng agency for review and conment. The |ocal planning

agency shall have 30 days to review and comment on the

creation of the proposed econom c devel opnent area. After

such review, the local planning agency shall transmit the

ordi nance to the Departnent of Community Affairs, with a copy

of the results of the review and any conments by the | oca

pl anni ng agency and coments and suggestions received at the

public hearing, for review and final approval by the

departnment. The departnent shall have 45 days to review the

proposed econom ¢ devel opnent area and to approve or

di sapprove the creation of such area.

(4) After approval by the departnent of the creation

of an econom ¢ devel opnent area, any conpany in a targeted

i ndustry which wi shes to expand or |ocate within the approved

econom ¢ devel opnent area shall be eligible for a

consol i dated, streamnlined approval process. The governing

body of the county or nmunicipality creating an econonic

devel opnent area may invest in any infrastructure required to

enabl e the conpany to expand or |ocate within the econonic

devel opnent area. Such investnents may include all costs

normal | y addressed by the approved capital inprovenents plan

of the county or nmunicipality. The governing body of the
3
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county or nunicipality may al so wai ve any ot her devel opnent

costs associated with such conpany's expansi on or |ocation

wi thin the econonic devel opnent area.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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Provi des a nechanismfor counties and nunicipalities to
create, by ordinance, econom c devel opnent areas for
pur poses of encouraging quality economc growh b
attracting conpanieS ih specified targeted industri es.
See bill for details.
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