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By Senator Sullivan

22-778B- 98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to nonpublic postsecondary
3 education institutions; anmending s. 246.021
4 F.S.; clarifying the definition of the term
5 "coll ege"; anmending s. 246.031, F.S.; revising
6 requirements relating to nenbers of the State
7 Board of | ndependent Colleges and Universities;
8 anending s. 246.041, F.S.; deleting or
9 correcting obsol ete references; anendi ng s.
10 246.084, F.S., relating to coll eges receiving
11 an authorization; revising certain
12 requi renments; providing for exenption from
13 certain requirements; revising provisions
14 relating to oversight of the review and
15 coll ection of data for purposes of determning
16 conpl i ance; amendi ng ss. 246.085, 246.121
17 F.S.; prescribing agencies whose accreditation
18 will be recognized by the state; correcting
19 obsol ete references; anending s. 246.31, F. S
20 relating to the Institutional Assessnent Trust
21 Fund; conform ng provisions; providing an
22 ef fective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 246.021, Florida
27 | Statutes, is anended to read:
28 246.021 Definitions.--As used in ss. 246.011-246. 151
29 | unl ess the context otherw se requires:
30 (4) "College" neans any educational entity which
31| confers or offers to confer a degree or which furnishes or
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1| offers to furnish instruction |eading toward, or prerequisite
2| to, college credit or a degree beyond the secondary |evel.

3| The termincludes any nonpublic college chartered in this

4| state and any Florida center or branch canpus of an

5] out-of-state coll ege.

6 Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 246.031, Florida
7| Statutes, is anended to read:

8 246.031 State Board of Independent Coll eges and

9| Universities.--

10 (2) The State Board of |ndependent Coll eges and

11 | Universities shall consist of nine citizens who are residents
12| of this state, a mpjority of whomrepresent nonpublic

13 | independent col |l eges and universities within the state. Foer
14 | termsbegraning—atter—Cctober—1,—1992-Menbers shal |l be

15 | restdents—ofthe—state,sel ected fromthe state at |arge and-
16 | Menbers shall be appointed by the Governor and confirmed by
17 | the Senate. To be consistent with an i ndependent rul emaking
18 | board, nenbers, except nenbers appoi nted pursuant to paragraph
19 |(e), nust be enpl oyees, consultants, board nenbers, or

20| trustees of a nonpublic college or university that is under
21| the State Board of |ndependent Colleges and Universities. At
22 | | east one nenber nust be appointed fromeach of the foll ow ng
23 | categori es:

24 (a) A college or university holding a certificate of
25| exenption fromlicensure pursuant to s. 246.085(1)(a) and

26 | accredited by a regional accrediting agency.

27 (b) A college or university holding a certificate of
28 | exenption fromlicensure pursuant to s. 246.085(1)(a) and

29 | accredited by a national accrediting agency.

30 (c) A college or university licensed by the board

31| pursuant to s. 246.087.
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1 (d) A college or university holding a certificate of

2| exenption fromlicensure pursuant to s. 246.085(1)(b) or a

3| college or university issued an authorization pursuant to s.

4 | 246. 084.

5 (e) Lay citizens of the state who derive no incone

6| froma nonpublic college or university or the state.

7

8| Accreditation of an institution pursuant to the requirenents
9] of this subsection nust be by a regional or nationa

10 | accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent
11 | of Education

12 Section 3. Paragraph (qgq) of subsection (1) and

13 | paragraph (g) of subsection (2) of section 246.041, Florida
14 | Statutes, are anended to read:

15 246. 041 Powers and duties of board.--

16 (1) The board shall

17 (gq) Annually review the accreditation standards of the
18 | Conmi ssion on Col |l eges of the Southern Association of Coll eges
19 | and Schools, the Accrediting Council for Independent Coll eges
20 | and Schools at the junior or senior college of business |evel,
21| and the Accrediting Arerieant Associ ation of Bible Colleges,

22 | the Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and

23 | School s, and, upon request, other Commissten—onrn—Recognition—of
24 | Postsecontdary—Accreditation—and United States Departnent of

25 | Educati on recogni zed accrediting associations, to determne
26 | for each of these accrediting bodies the conparability of the
27 | accreditation standards with the nininumlicensing

28 | requirenents of the board.

29 (2) The board may:

30 (g) Follow ng evaluation by the board, recommend to
31| the Legislature any changes to the accrediting associations

3
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included in s. 246.085(1)(a). Accrediting associations
included in s. 246.085(1)(a) shall be Conmsston—on
Recognition—of—Postsecondary—Accreditation—ot United States
Departnent of Education recogni zed accrediting associations
whose standards are conparable with state |icensing standards.

Section 4. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) of section
246. 084, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

246. 084 Authorization.--

(1) A nonpublic coll ege whith—enrotts—students—none

. . e L e ol aidf I e

shall not be required to apply for a license upon conpliance
with this section and subnission of data required by this
section provided that none of the students of such col |l ege who

are enrolled in Florida receive state or federal financial aid

f or educati on.

(a) Colleges receiving authorization under this
section may only offer educational prograns that prepare
students for religious vocations as mnisters, professionals,
or |laypersons in the following categories: mnistry,
counsel i ng, theol ogy, education, admnistration, nusic, fine
arts, nedia comruni cations, and soci al work.

(b) The religious vocation nust predom nantly appear
on the face of the degree and on the college's transcript.

(c) The foll owi ng ti+t+es—of degrees issued by the
coll ege nmust include a religious nodifier as a part of the
title of the degree whith—rust—irrediatelyprecede—or—be
retuded—wthin—any—of—the—foHowng—titt+es: Associate in

Arts, Associate in Science, Bachelor of Arts, Bachel or of

Sci ence, Master of Arts, Master of Science, and Doctor of
Phi | osophy. The religious nodifier nmust be placed on the title

line of the degree.
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(d) For purposes of this section, one senester credit
hour of study is 15 acadenmi c hours or its equivalent. The
following mninmumcredit hours are required for awarding the
fol | owi ng degrees:

1. Associate degree, with no fewer than 60 senester
hours or the equival ent.

2. Bachelor's degree, with no fewer than 120 senester
hours or the equival ent.

3. Master's degree, with no fewer than 24 senester
hours, or the equival ent, beyond the bachel or's degree.

4. Doctoral degree, with no fewer than 60 senester
hours, or the equival ent, beyond the bachel or's degree.

(e) The following data nust be subnmitted annually to
the board: college nane, address, telephone nunber, and
accreditation, if any; denomination, church, or religious
affiliation; list of all degree titles with their religious
vocation major; and a current copy of the college's catal og
and consuner practice information listed in paragraph (f).

(f) The board shall collect annually from each coll ege
aut hori zed pursuant to this section the follow ng descriptive
i nventory of consuner practices:

1. A description of the college's policies and
procedures regarding the recruitnment and adm ssi on of
students.

2. The sources and ki nds of financial assistance
avai l abl e and the specific manner by which students are
informed of their responsibilities with respect to receiving
assi stance and repayi ng | oans.

3. The placenent assistance provided by the college,
i ncludi ng any clains concerning job placenent rates.

5
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1 4. Copies of all advertising published on behalf of
2| the college during the previous year. |f the college clains
3| accreditation, it shall indicate whether or not that
4| accreditation is approved by the United States Departnment of
5| Education and if such accreditation is disclosed in al
6 | adverti senments.
7 5. A copy of the college's refund policy. The refund
8 | policy must provide students with a nini numof 3 working days
9| fromthe date a student signs an enroll nent contract or
10| financial agreenment with a college for the student to cance
11| the contract and receive a full refund of any tuition or
12 | registration fees paid. The refund policy nust be proninently
13 | di splayed on the contract form
14 6. Evidence that the college has provided its students
15| with a clear and specific statenent regarding the
16 | transferability of credits to and from ot her coll eges,
17 | institutes, sem naries, and universities.
18 (g) The college shall include with the data required
19 | by paragraphs (e) and (f), a sworn affidavit, signed by its
20| chief adm nistrative officer, affirmng that the information
21| submitted is accurate and no fal se data has know ngly and
22 | willingly been subnitted, that the policies reported are
23| provided in witing to all prospective students at |east 1
24 | week before enroll nment or collection of tuition fees, that the
25| col l ege observes the policies and practices as reported to the
26 | board, and that it conplies with this section
27 (h) The board shall set an annual review date for
28 | receiving data and assuring conpliance with this section. The
29 | board shall give a college 60 days' notification of the annua
30| review date. After providing 30 days' notification, the board
31| may inpose a fine for every nonth the college receiving
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aut hori zati on under this section fails to provide the data
requi red by paragraphs (e) and (f). The postmark on the
envel ope or package containing the notification serves as the
date of notification.

(i) The following information nust appear in the
college's catalog or administrative bulletin: denomnination
church, or religious affiliation; purpose or mssion of the
college; a list and description of all courses of study; a
list of course descriptions; a list of all faculty nenbers
with their degrees; adnministrative officers and staff; al
fees, charges, nonrefundable fees, and tuition; refund
policies; transferability of credits to and from ot her
col l eges; accreditation, if any; whether or not the
accrediting agency is recognized by the United States
Departnent of Education; and the college's authorization
status. A college receiving authorization under this section
shall include the followi ng statenent in the purpose, m ssion
accreditation, or recognition statenent in the catalog to
clarify its statutory existence: "The degree prograns of this
col l ege are designed solely for religious vocations."

(j) The nane of the college shall include a religious
nodi fier or the nane of a religious patriarch, saint, person
or synbol of the church.

(2) A nonpublic college shall be exenpt fromthe

requi renments of paragraphs (1)(b) and (c) if it conplies with

all other provisions of this section and with the m ni num

standards for licensure as provided for in rule. Verification

of conpliance with this section shall be acconplished in the

fol |l owi ng manner:

(a) By subnmission to the board of a finding of

conpliance by a group of citizens who are residents of this
7
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state which is authorized by the board pursuant to s.

246.041(1) (f) and which has experience using standards simlar

to the board's licensing standards or has received training

fromthe board;

(b) By subnmission to the board of evidence of

accreditation by a regional or national accrediting agency

that is recogni zed by the United States Departnment of

Educati on; or

(c) By a finding of conpliance by the board.

oy I : : : | T

(3) o] I o . . PN
seet+on—shal—rest—wth—+heboeard— Pursuant to s.

246.041(1)(f), the board shall may enter into an agreenent
with an aut horized tnthividuat—oe+r group of citizens who are
residents of this state individuals to oversee the review and
collection of the data subnmitted pursuant to this section

However, nonpublic colleges and universities subject to this

section may choose at any tine to be under the State Board of

| ndependent Col | eges and Universities for review and

collection of data. Except for an authorized group providing a

finding of conpliance pursuant to paragraph (2)(a), each group

of individuals authorized by the board pursuant to s.
246.041(1) (f) which oversees institutions pursuant to this
section nust receive training fromthe board or have know edge

of, or experience with, the material included in such
8
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1| training. The burden of determining conpliance with this

2| section shall rest with the board. The board nay require

3| further evidence and nake such further investigation, in

4| addition to the information subnitted, as nmay be reasonably

5| necessary in the board's judgnent.

6 Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 246.085, Florida

7| Statutes, is anended to read:

8 246.085 Certificate of exenption.--

9 (1) As an alternative to applying for a |icense from
10| the board, the follow ng nonpublic colleges may apply for a
11 | certificate of exenption fromthe board:

12 (a) Colleges chartered in Florida and accredited by:
13 1. The Conmission on Colleges of the Southern

14 | Associ ation of Coll eges and School s;

15 2. The Accrediting Council for Independent Coll eges
16 | and Schools at the junior or senior college of business |evel;
17 3. The Accrediting Arerieanr Association of Bible

18 | Col | eges;

19 4. The Transnational Association of Christian Colleges
20 | and School s; or

21 5.  An agency recognized by the United States

22 | Departnent of Educati on Cenmi-sston—on—Recoghition—of

23 | Postsecondary—Aeccreditation to accredit professional degree
24 | prograns above the baccal aureate | evel.

25

26 | Each nonpublic col |l ege seeking exenption pursuant to this

27 | paragraph shall subnmit to the board a current catalog and a
28 | letter fromthe recogni zed accrediting agency by whomthe

29| college is accredited, confirm ng the current accredited

30 | status of the college.

31
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(b) Colleges chartered in this state, the credits or
degrees of which are accepted for credit by at |east three
colleges that are fully accredited by an agency recogni zed by
the United States Departnent of Educati on a—+wenber—of—the

. L F I r .

whi ch were exenpt through this category of exenption prior to

July 1, 1982, and which enroll no students who receive any
state or federal financial aid for education. Each coll ege
seeki ng exenption pursuant to this paragraph shall subnit to
the board a current catalog and letters fromthe three
col l eges confirm ng acceptance of the credits.

Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 246.121, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

246. 121 Designation "college" or "university".--

(1) The use of the title "college" or "university" in
conbi nation with any series of letters, nunbers, or words is
restricted in this state to colleges as defined in s. 246.021
whi ch offer degrees as defined in s. 246.021 and fall into at
| east one of the follow ng categories:

(a) A Florida college, public or nonpublic, accredited
by:

1. The Conmission on Colleges of the Southern
Associ ation of Colleges and School s;

2. The Accrediting Conmission for |Independent Coll eges
and Schools of the Career Coll ege Association at the junior or
seni or coll ege of business |evel;

3. The Accrediting Arerieanr Association of Bible
Col | eges; or

4. An agency recogni zed by the United States
Departnent of Education to accredit professional degree
prograns above the baccal aureate | evel.

10
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1 (b) A Florida or out-of-state college which has been
2]in active operation and using the nane since April 1, 1970.
3 (c) Colleges chartered in this state the credits or
4 | degrees of which are accepted for credit by at |east three
5] colleges that are fully accredited by an agency recogni zed by
6| the United States Departnent of Education a—+enber—ef—the
7 . L F I r .
8 | which were exenpt prior to July 1, 1982, and which enroll no
9 | students who receive any state or federal financial aid for
10 | educati on.
11 Section 7. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
12| 246.31, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
13 246.31 Institutional Assessnent Trust Fund.--
14 (2) Funds fromthe trust fund shall be used for
15 | purposes including, but not linmted to, the follow ng:
16 (c) Educational progranms for the benefit of current
17 | and prospective owners, admnistrators, agents, authorized
18 | groups of individuals,and faculty of institutions receiving a
19| license, a certificate of exenption, or an authorization
20 | Heensed by t he board.
21 Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1 of the
22 | year in which enacted.
23
24 kkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkikhkhkkhkkhkikhkkikkhkkhkkikkhkkikkkk*k
25 LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY
26 _ o . :
Revi ses provisions relating to nenbership of the State
27 Board of | ndependent Coll eges and Universities. Revises
certain requirements, and exenptions fromcertain
28 requi rements, wth resPect to nonpublic colleges issued
an authorjzation. Substitutes references to the
29 "Accredltln? Associ ation of Bible Colleges” for
references to the American Association of Bible Colleges.
30 Del etes references to the defunct Conmi ssion on ]
Recogni tion of Postsecondary Accreditation and provides
31 for recognition of accreditation by any agency recogni zed

by the U'S. Departnent of Edggatlon.
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