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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to eradication of agricultura

3 pests; prescribing additional duties of the

4 Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services

5 and the Departnent of Health with respect to

6 prograns of energency aerial application of

7 pesticide for eradication of plant pests;

8 requiring use of certain pesticides; requiring

9 devel opnent of a systemfor inforning the
10 public of such prograns and requiring public
11 and other notice of certain prograns of pest
12 eradi cation; providing for information to be
13 furnished to health-care providers; providing
14 for health advisory committees; providing an
15 ef fective date.
16
17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18
19 Section 1. To carry out its duties with respect to
20 | energency responses to plant pest infestations when the
21 | eradication prograns involve the aerial application of a
22 | pesticide to an urbani zed area, the Departnent of Agriculture
23 | and Consuner Services shall
24 (1) Use a pesticide previously approved by the United
25| States Environnental Protection Agency for that eradication
26 | pur pose.
27 (2) Provide a systemfor dissenination of information
28 | to the public about infestations of pests that are the subject
29 | of such eradication prograns. The systemshall dissem nate
30| information relating to the pest; the pesticide selected to
31| eradicate that pest; the generally accepted effects, if any,
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of the pesticide on the human popul ati on and t he environnent

in the area in which an aerial eradication programwll be

conduct ed; recommended safety precautions; and the alternative

net hods of responding to the pest infestation, if any.

Section 2. At any tine when the Departnent of

Agriculture and Consuner Services is conducting an energency

response to a plant pest infestation which involves the aerial

application of a pesticide to an urbanized area, the

Departnent of Health shall nonitor health problens that result

from cheni cal exposure about which conplaints are made to

physi cians and health care facilities. The Departnent of

Health shall provide a toll-free hotline on which persons may

regi ster conplaints and shall make a record of all calls

received on that line. |In consultation with the Departnment of

Heal th, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

shal | adopt by rule standards for deternining when the use of

a particular pesticide should be discontinued.

Section 3. Before the Departnent of Agriculture and

Consuner Services begins an energency response to a plant pest

i nfestation which involves the aerial application of a

pesticide to an urbani zed area, the departnent shall notify

the public in the area in which the pesticide is to be applied

of its inpending action. Notice nust be given at |east 96

hours before beginning the aerial application of a pesticide

to an urbani zed area. The departnent shall use all reasonabl e

net hods to disseminate information required under this section

as widely as possible. Information to be di sseni nated

includes, but is not limted to: a copy of any

Envi ronnent al - Prot ecti on- Agency pernmit or other pernit under

which the pesticide will be applied, and the source, including

the date of publication, of any technical information, if
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avail abl e, about the pesticide which is included in the

notice; the projected area over which the pesticide will be

applied; the predicted duration of the application period; and

t he nunber of the Departnent of Health's toll-free hotline.

When the energency response to a plant pest infestation

requires the aerial application of a pesticide to an urbani zed

area for a period |onger than 1 week, the departnent shal

notify the public in the area of the programi s continuation

The departnent shall notify the public in the area when an

energency response to a plant pest infestation which requires

the aerial application of a pesticide to an urbanized area is

t erm nat ed
Section 4. The Departnent of Health shall provide

physi cians and health care facilities in an area in which the

Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services is conducting

an energency response to a plant pest infestation which

i nvolves the aerial application of a pesticide to an urbani zed

area with technical assistance relating to health problens

that may result from chenm cal exposure. The Departnment of

Heal th shall provide the nanes, addresses, and tel ephone

nunbers of physicians and health care facilities in the area

in which the eradication programw |l be conducted which

specialize in health problens resulting fromchenica

exposur e.
Section 5. The Departnent of Health shall provide

techni cal assistance to the Departnent of Agriculture and

Consuner Services when the latter departnment is carrying out

an energency response to a plant pest infestation which

i nvolves the aerial application of a pesticide to an urbani zed

area and shall establish a health advisory conmittee. The

comm ttee shall consist of seven nenbers and shall include the
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State Health Oficer, the local health officer, the poison

information center director, a toxicologist fromthe

Departnent of Agriculture and Consunmer Services, a person

representing a state teaching hospital, a physician practicing

in the area, and an epideni ol ogist fromthe Departnent of

Health. The duties of the health advisory conmittee are to

serve as a resource, under the supervision of the Departnent
of Health, to the Departnent of Health and the Departnent of
Agriculture and Consuner Services in carrying out their duties

under this act; duties of the health advisory committee

include, but are not limted to, review of the aggregate

information coll ected from physician and hotline calls.

Section 6. The Conmi ssioner of Agriculture shal

notify the Governor and the other nenbers of the Cabi net that

the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services will begin

an energency response to a plant pest infestation which

i nvolves the aerial application of a pesticide to an urbani zed

area at the sane tine the departnent provides public notice

under section 3 and shall include in that notification the

sane information contained in the public notice. Wen the

response is conducted over a period |longer than 1 week, the

conm ssioner shall notify the Governor and the other nenbers

of the Cabinet of its continuation. The comn ssi oner shal

notify the Governor and the ot her nenbers of the Cabi net when

an energency response to a plant pest infestation which

requires the aerial application of a pesticide to a

residential area is term nated.

Section 7. As used in this act, the term "urbani zed

area" neans land that is zoned for purposes other than

agricultural purposes and that has a residential density of

two or nore units per acre.
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Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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