Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HR 9337
By Representative Mirnan

1 House Resol ution

2 A resol ution honoring the National Footbal

3 League's Tanpa Bay Buccaneers for their nost

4 victories in any football season thus far and

5 for their many contributions to Tanpa and the

6 Tanmpa Bay community.

7

8 WHEREAS, the Tanpa Bay area was awarded the Nationa

9 | Football League's 27th teamon April 24, 1974, to be naned the
10 | Tanpa Bay Buccaneers, and

11 WHEREAS, the Tanpa Bay Buccaneers nade it to the

12 | National Football Conference Chanpionship Gane in the 1979

13 | football season and the playoffs during the 1981 f oot bal

14 | season, and

15 WHEREAS, the Tanpa Bay Buccaneers' recent success began
16 | in 1995, when the Tanpa Bay Buccaneers' owner, M. Ml colm

17 | d azer, announced his comm tnent to excell ence and to becone
18 | legitinmate contenders in the National Football League, and

19 WHEREAS, General Manager Rich McKay began assenbling

20 | what, in a very short tine, would becone the new Tanpa Bay

21 | Buccaneers by critical free agent acquisition and intelligent
22 | drafting, and

23 WHEREAS, the new Head Coach of the Tanpa Bay

24 | Buccaneers, Tony Dungy, was announced on January 22, 1996, and
25 WHEREAS, on Sunday, Decenber 28, 1997, the Tanpa Bay

26 | Buccaneers beat the Detroit Lions, 20-10, for their first

27 | playoff victory in eighteen years, thus realizing the effects
28 | of new ownershi p and nmanagenent, and

29 WHEREAS, the inprobable nature of this acconplishnent
30| stens fromthe fact that the Tanpa Bay Buccaneers have not had
31| a winning season since 1981, and
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WHEREAS, the 1997 Tanpa Bay Buccaneers had the nost
wins in franchise history with 11 victories, and

WHEREAS, the 1997 Tanpa Bay Buccaneers shattered their
franchi se record for consecutive victories with six
consecutive triunphs, and

WHEREAS, the Tanpa Bay Buccaneers defense had t he nost
guarterback sacks in franchise history during the 1997 season
totaling forty-four, and

WHEREAS, the Tanpa Bay Buccaneers defense was rated the
best scoring defense in the National Football Conference and
second in the National Football League, and

WHEREAS, the Tanpa Bay Buccaneers had nany pl ayers that
wer e individually honored, including eight Pro Bow players, a
Rooki e of the Year, and the first dual Associated Press
Al -Pros in franchise history, and

WHEREAS, since its inception, the Tanpa Bay Buccaneers
have also striven for a high I evel of achievenent in the area
of community service, contributing in countless ways to the
growt h and betternent of Tanpa and the Tanpa Bay community
t hrough the organi zation's comunity enrichnment prograns, and

WHEREAS, the partnership and support shared by the
peopl e of Tanpa Bay and the Tanpa Bay Buccaneers provides a
benchrmark for all professional sports franchises and the
communities in which they reside, NON THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the Florida House of Representatives hereby
congratul ates the players, coaches, owners, and staff of the

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HR 9337
583-137-98

1997 Tanpa Bay Buccaneers on their nobst victories of any
footbal | season thus far.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this resolution
be presented to M. Malcolm d azer, M. R ch MKay, and Coach
Tony Dungy as tangi bl e tokens of the sentinents expressed
her ei n.
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