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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HR 9385
By Representatives W se and Bl oom

House Resol ution
A resol ution designating March 30 through Apri
5, 1998, as Divorce Awareness Wek

WHEREAS, nearly half of all nmarriages in the United
States now end in divorce, thus breaking the bonds between
husbands and wi ves, their famlies, and their children, and
di srupting the enpotional, physical, and econonic well-being of
far too many citizens, and

VWHEREAS, with 1.2 mllion divorces across the nation
each year, the United States possesses the highest divorce
rate in the industrialized world, and

WHEREAS, social research has indicated a strong |ink
bet ween divorce and a variety of serious social ills, and

WHEREAS, studies show that wonen facing divorce are
nost anxi ous about econom ¢ security and nen facing divorce
are nost anxi ous about enotional security, and that such
anxi ety can be detrinental to the adults and to the children
of divorcing parents, and

WHEREAS, research has al so indicated that only
one-tenth of divorces inprove the quality of life of both
parties invol ved, and

WHEREAS, approximately 1 million children each year are
affected by divorce, with the result that fewer than 60
percent of all children today live with their biologica
parents, and

WHEREAS, roughly half of today's children will endure
the dissolution of their parents' narriage, and nost of those
children will live in a single-parent honme for at least five
years, and
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1 WHEREAS, the father-child relationship is especially at
2| risk because of divorce, with l[imted custody arrangenents
3| frequently resulting in a destruction of the father-child

4 | relationship, further placing children at risk, and

5 WHEREAS, it is estimated that, at any given tine,

6 | one-fourth of all noncustodial fathers will have failed to
7 | contact their children even once during the previous five

8 | years, and

9 WHEREAS, studies denonstrate that the | ack of strong
10 | two-parent fanmilies contributes to problens anobng teenagers
11| and that divorce is strongly linked to negative effects on
12 | young people in the areas of school performance, juvenile
13 | crinme, physical and nental health, poverty, prom scuity and
14 ) illegitinmacy, enotional and behavi oral problens, and the

15| propensity for unstable adult relationships, and

16 WHEREAS, when conpared to children of fanilies that
17 | have remmi ned intact, children of divorced parents are nuch
18 | nore likely to drop out of school, to engage in prermarita
19 | sex, and to becone pregnant outside of nmarriage, and

20 WHEREAS, increasingly, individuals, health care

21 | professionals, and el ected officials are recogni zing the costs
22 | to society of divorce and are exani ning ways to devel op

23 | workabl e solutions to nmarital problens, and

24 WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of all sectors of
25| society to pronote the benefits of traditional famlies as a
26 | nreans of enriching the lives of adults and providing the

27 | conditions necessary to rear healthy children, and

28 WHEREAS, through public education's treatnment of

29 | marri age as the backbone of a stable and virtuous society,
30 | through the devel opnent of marriage-friendly econonic and
31| social policies, and through the work of religious
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institutions in preparing young people for marriage and
counseling married couples, the stability of the traditiona
famly can be restored, and

WHEREAS, by demandi ng ri gorous standards of preparation
for couples planning to marry, and by counseling and pairing
with nmentoring couples, those contenplating narriage will be
equi pped to understand nore fully the practical requirenents
for building a stable hone and their obligations to children
and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that Floridians give their
conti nued support and recognition to the economc,
intellectual, and enotional strength of the two-parent famly
and continue to foster public awareness of the effects of
di vorce and the resources available to aid broken famlies at
the state and |l ocal |evels, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives of the State of

Fl ori da hereby designates the week of March 30, 1998, through
April 5, 1998, as Divorce Awareness Wek
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