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1 House Resol ution

2 A resol uti on enphasi zi ng safe driving awareness

3 and desi gnating weeks before certain holidays

4 as "Safe Driver Awareness Wek" in Florida.

5

6 WHEREAS, driver fatigue contributes significantly to
7| traffic accidents that result in death and serious injury to
8| Florida notorists and pedestrians, and

9 WHEREAS, the National H ghway Traffic Safety

10 | Adninistration reports that driver fatigue is responsible for
11 | over 100, 000 crashes per year which kill 1,500 people

12 | nationwide, injure 71,000, and cause a great nunber of notor
13 | vehicle fatalities in Florida, and

14 WHEREAS, drivers nust performa series of coordi nated
15| tasks using their hands, feet, eyes, ears, and body nobvenent
16 | to drive safely and defensively, and effective performance of
17 | such tasks may be affected by fatigue, and

18 WHEREAS, driver fatigue and inpairnent are often caused
19 | by excessive driving and the forgoing of necessary sleep in
20 | order to nake unreasonabl e deadl i nes and schedul es and often
21 | may be caused or worsened by the use of substances other than
22 | al cohol, which may include herbal renedies, "designer drugs,"
23 | and sedating nedications, both prescription and those sold
24 | over the counter, and
25 WHEREAS, Citizens Against Drug Inpaired Drivers reports
26 | that of the approximately 43,000 annual notor fatalities in
27| the United States, 10,000 to 15,000 invol ve substances ot her
28 | t han al cohol, and
29 WHEREAS, the | aw enforcenent community of Florida is
30| united in its opposition to drivers' use of any substance to
31| the extent that it might inpair driving perfornmance, and
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WHEREAS, the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mt or
Vehi cl es has been vigilant in its efforts to keep the notoring
public infornmed of the dangers of driving inpaired as a result
of excessive fatigue or central nervous systeminpairing
subst ances ot her than al cohol, and shoul d be comended for its
efforts, and

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper, in the interest of
public safety, to periodically call special attention to the
drivers of Florida to the dangers of driving while fatigued,
sedated, or otherwi se inpaired and the potential of various
subst ances ot her than al cohol, when consuned prior to driving
a notor vehicle, to inpair the driver's ability to safely
maneuver a notor vehicle, NOWN THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the week i mredi ately precedi ng the holidays of
Menorial Day, Labor Day, and Thanksgi ving and the New Year's
holiday is hereby declared "Safe Driver Awareness Wek" in the
State of Florida, and the House of Representatives urges that
all necessary actions be taken by the appropriate state
agencies to publicize these special weeks and, within the
limtations of their existing resources, informand educate
the public throughout the year as to the dangers of driving
whil e fatigued or under the influence of any substance,
whet her al cohol i ¢ or nonal coholic.
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