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By Representative Eggelletion

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to environnental equity;

3 creating s. 760.854, F.S.; creating the Center
4 for Environnental Equity and Justice; providing
5 purpose of the center; requiring each state

6 agency to include an environnental justice

7 element in its agency functional plan

8 requiring the establishnment of specified

9 tracking systens and registries by the

10 Departnent of Health and county health

11 departnents for the purpose of providing data
12 to the Center for Environnmental Equity and

13 Justice; anmending s. 382.008, F.S.; requiring
14 specified additional information to be included
15 on certain certificates of death for the

16 pur pose of providing data to the Center for

17 Environnmental Equity and Justice; anending s

18 120.525, F.S.; requiring state agencies to

19 provide notice of certain proposed agency

20 action via specified nedia; providing effective
21 dat es.

22

23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24

25 Section 1. Section 760.854, Florida Statutes, is
26 | created to read:

27 760.854 Center for Environnmental Equity and Justice. --
28 (1) There is hereby established the Center for
29 | Environnental Equity and Justi ce.

30 (2) The purpose of the center is to conduct and
3l | facilitate research, devel op policies, and engage in

1
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1| education, training, and comunity outreach with respect to

2| environnental equity and justice issues.

3 (3) The Center for Environnental Equity and Justice

4 | shall be established at an historically black coll ege or

5] university.

6 (4) The Center for Environnental Equity and Justice

7 | shall sponsor students to serve as interns at the epiden ol ogy
8 | branch of the Departnent of Health.

9 Section 2. Each state agency shall include an

10 | environnental justice elenent in its agency functional plan

11| that parallels the el ement required of federal agencies by

12 | Executive Order 12898 on environnental equity.

13 Section 3. For the purpose of aiding in the

14 | conpilation of data to be used in the conduct of research by
15| the Center for Environmental Equity and Justice, as created by
16 | this act, a registry and tracki ng systemshall be established
17 | by the Departnent of Health and each county heal t h depart nent
18 | which will nonitor, and make reports to the center regarding,
19 | i nstances of adverse or negative health effects anong children
20| and adults, and instances of birth defects in newborn
21| children, which nmay have occurred as the result of exposure to
22 | environnental hazards within the state.
23 Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 382.008, Florida
24 | Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to read:
25 382.008 Death and fetal death registration.--
26 (1) Acertificate for each death and fetal death which
27 | occurs in this state shall be registered with the | oca
28 | registrar of the district in which the death occurred within 5
29 | days after such death and prior to final disposition or
30 | renoval of the dead body or fetus fromthe state, and shall be
31
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1| registered by such registrar if it has been conpleted and

2| filed in accordance with this chapter

3 (a) The certificate of death or fetal death shall be
41in the formprescribed by the departnent.:

5 (b) If the place of death is unknown, a certificate
6| shall be registered in the registration district in which a
7 | dead body or fetus is found within 5 days after such

8 | occurrence. ;—and

9 (c) |If death occurs in a noving conveyance, a death
10| certificate shall be registered in the registration district
11 ] in which the dead body was first renpved from such conveyance.
12 (d) For the purpose of aiding in the conpilation of
13| data to be used in the conduct of research by the Center for
14 | Environnental Equity and Justice, as created by s. 760. 854,
15| the certificate of death for an adult shall include:

16 1. The length of tine the individual was enpl oyed at
17 | the occupation listed on the certificate.

18 2. The length of tine the individual resided at the
19 | address listed on the certificate.

20 3. The length of tine the individual was a Florida
21 | resident.

22 Section 5. Effective July 1, 1997, subsection (4) is
23 | added to section 120.525, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent,
24 | to read:

25 120. 525 Meetings, hearings, and workshops. --

26 (4) Effective July 1, 1997, each agency shall provide
27 | notice required by this chapter in ethnic newspapers, |oca
28 | community bulletins, and tel evised public service

29 | announcenents targeting the popul ation affected by the

30 | proposed agency action

31
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1 Section 6. Except as otherw se provided herein, this

2| act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw

3
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5 HOUSE SUMVARY

6
Creates the Center for_ Environnmental Equity and Justice

7 for the purpose of facilitating research, devel oping
policies, and engagln? in education, tralning, and i

8 connun|t¥ outreach™wi th respect to environnental justice

9 and equify issues.

10 Requi res each state agency to include an environnental

11 justice elenent in itS agency functional plan

12 Requires the Departnent of Health and each county health
departnment to establish a registry and tracki ng System

13 which will provide data to the Center for Environtrental
Equity and Justice re?ardlng i nstances of adverse or

14 negative health effects anong children and adults, and
i nStances of birth defects in newborn children, which nay

15 have occurred as the result of exposure to environnental
hazards within the state.

16

17 Requi res specified additional information to be included
on adult certificates of death for the purpose of

18 providing data to the center

19 . . . . .
Requires state agencies to provide notice of certain

20 proposed agency action via specified nedia.
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