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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HR 9477
By Representative Livingston

House Resol ution
A resol ution supporting the concepts and
obj ectives of "The Florida Panther & Private
Lands" and "Private Habitats: Haven for

Thr eat ened and Endanger ed Speci es" projects.

WHEREAS, Florida has nore endangered species than any
state in the Union except Hawaii and California and has been
rated as a state in which threatened and endangered species
are at risk as a result of continued habitat destruction, and

VWHEREAS, Fl orida has | aunched the nation's nost
aggressive public land acquisition program and has provided
nore annual funding over the past decade than any other state
or the Federal Governnent to pay for public |land purchases and
enter into less-than-fee protection options with private
| andowners, including the enactnent of conservation easenents
on private lands to protect wildlife habitat, wetlands, water
resources, and farm and, and

WHEREAS, the state cannot afford to buy or nmanage every
tract of land that contributes to its environnental welfare,
nor can it hope to outlaw all destructive uses of these | ands
Wi thout further limting the |awful uses of private property
and pl aci ng unfair burdens on private property owners, and

VWHEREAS, the "Florida Panther & Private Lands" and
"Private Habitats: Havens for Threatened and Endangered
Speci es" projects being conducted by the not-for-profit
organi zation Florida Stewardshi p Foundation, in cooperation
with University of Florida--1FAS, private | andowners,
environnental groups, and all |evels of governnent throughout
the state, offer a practical, workable neans to add to,
suppl enent, and extend many of the mmjor conservation efforts
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and expenditures of the state on behalf of environnenta
protection, and

WHEREAS, these projects are based on the prenise that
provision of a reduction in operating costs and a reliable
revenue stream for maintaining and enhanci ng natural or
constructed habitats will offset the econonic incentives a
| andowner ni ght have for converting these habitats to other
uses, and

WHEREAS, the concepts behind these incentive-driven
projects will enphasize the inportant contributions private
| andowners can nake to habitat enhancenent and protection and
reward private |andowners for acting as responsi bl e stewards
of wildlife habitats and other natural resources on their
properties, and

WHEREAS, these concepts will encourage private
| andowners not only to maintain and protect habitats that are
essential for the continued survival of threatened and
endanger ed speci es and speci es of special state concern, but
to take additional steps wherever possible to restore and
i mprove these habitats so they will support additiona
i ndi genous and keystone species, and

WHEREAS, a key objective of these projects is to create
new cost-effective and affordabl e conservati on options that
will appeal to |l arge nunbers of private | andowners, as well as
to environnental interests and governnent agencies, and that
will work effectively in providing habitat for threatened and
endanger ed speci es, and

WHEREAS, these conservation options will be based upon
sound scientific evidence and designed to encourage |arge
nunbers of |andowners to comrmit to | ong-term managenent plans
to ensure that essential habitats are not destroyed as a
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result of ever-encroachi ng urban devel opnent or the need to
intensify and expand agricultural and forestry operations so
they can remain conpetitive and profitable, and

WHEREAS, these options will ensure that essenti al
habitats are well -nmanaged so they can nmaintain their
ecol ogi cal functions in a nmanner equal to or better than they
are today, and

WHEREAS, many t housands of acres of habitat that exist
today on private | ands may never be protected through any
ot her nmeans nor prevented through any law, rule, regul ation
or limtation on private property rights from bei ng converted
to uses which could destroy nost or all of their habitat
val ue, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives supports the
prem ses, concepts, and objectives enbodied in the "Florida
Panther & Private Lands" and "Private Habitats: Havens for
Thr eat ened and Endanger ed Speci es" projects, and urges al
appropriate state agenci es, water nmanagenent districts, and
ot her divisions of governnent in the state to cooperate to the
full est extent possible in inplenenting these prenises,
concepts, and objectives and to offer technical
adm ni strative, and other support to the degree that is
possi bl e and appropri at e.
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