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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HR 9513
By Representative West brook

House Resol ution
A resolution paying tribute to the nenory of
John Edward "Zeke" Bagl ey.

WHEREAS, John Edward "Zeke" Bagl ey, born in Cottondal e
on Septenber 25, 1923, the son of George E. and Margaret
Jarvis Bagl ey, denpbnstrated | eadership ability and a w nning
spirit early inlife, and

WHEREAS, an excel |l ent student, John Bagl ey was
salutatorian of his graduating high school class, where he was
president of the student body and a nenber of the Beta C ub
and the 4-H d ub, and

WHEREAS, entering the University of Florida on a ful
academ ¢ schol arship, John Bagley left the university shortly
after the bonmbing of Pearl Harbor to volunteer as an aviation
cadet in what was then the United States Arny Air Corps,
conpleting preflight training at Maxwell Training Center in
Mont gonery, Al abama, and finishing flight training as a
navigator at the top of his class at Selman Field in Monroe,
Loui si ana, and

WHEREAS, after serving a short stint in the
Medi t erranean Theater, John Bagley was transferred to Engl and
on special assignnment for m ssions support to the Nornmandy
i nvasi on, fromwhere, on June 7, 1944, he enbarked on an
exceedi ngly dangerous nission to deliver vital amunition to
allied troops who had advanced fromthe beach and were engaged
in heavy conbat, and

WHEREAS, before the crew could conplete its nission
the CG-47 aircraft was hit by eneny fire, and John Edward
Bagley lost his life that day in the service of his country,
and
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WHEREAS, al t hough over 50 years have passed, those who
knew " Zeke" Bagley still renenber himas a bright, gifted,
wel | -1iked young nan with a promi sing future before him who
gave his all for the nation he served so willingly and so
wel |, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:
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That the House of Representatives pauses in its
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deliberations to pay tribute to the nenory of a renarkabl e
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young man and to express its gratitude for the ultinmate
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sacrifice made by John Edward "Zeke" Bagley on behalf of his
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country.
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