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SENATE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 986

Anmendnment No.

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senator Crist noved the foll owing anendnent to anmendnent
(043988) :

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 20, between lines 7 and 8,

i nsert:

Section 11. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section
373.4592, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

373.4592 Evergl ades inprovenent and nanagenent. - -

(4) EVERGLADES PROGRAM - -

(a) Everglades Construction Project.--The district
shal | inplenment the Evergl ades Construction Project. By the
time of conpletion of the project, the state, district, or
ot her governnental authority shall purchase the inholdings in
t he Rotenberger and such other |ands necessary to achieve a
2:1 mitigation ratio for the use of Brown's Farm and ot her
simlar lands, including those needed for the STA 1 Inflow and
Distribution Wrks. The inclusion of public |ands as part of
the project is for the purpose of treating waters not com ng
fromthe EAA for hydroperiod restoration. It is the intent of
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the Legislature that the district aggressively pursue the

i mpl erentation of the Evergl ades Construction Project in
accordance with the schedule in this subsection. The
Legi sl ature recogni zes that adherence to the schedule is
dependent upon factors beyond the control of the district,
including the tinely receipt of funds fromall contributors.
The district shall take all reasonabl e neasures to conplete
timely performance of the schedule in this section in order to
finish the Evergl ades Construction Project. The district shal
not delay inplenentation of the project beyond the tinme del ay
caused by those circunstances and conditions that prevent
timely performance. The district shall not |evy ad val orem
taxes in excess of 0.05 6% nmill within the Ckeechobee Basin

for the purposes of the design, construction, and acquisition
of the Evergl ades Construction Project. The authority to | evy

ad valoremtaxes not in excess of 0.05 mlIl within the

Ckeechobee Basin for the Evergl ades Construction Project

expires July 1, 2006. The ad val orem tax proceeds not

exceeding 0.05 6% m |l levied within the Ckeechobee Basin for
such purposes shall be the sole direct district contribution
fromdistrict ad val oremtaxes appropriated or expended for

t he design, construction, and acquisition of the Evergl ades
Construction Project unless the Legislature by specific
amendnent to this section increases the 0.05 6% mill ad

val oremtax contribution, increases the agricultural privilege
taxes, or otherwi se reallocates the relative contribution by
ad val orem taxpayers and taxpayers paying the agricultura
privilege taxes toward the funding of the design

construction, and acquisition of the Evergl ades Construction
Project. Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 200.069 to the
contrary, any mllage |levied under the 0.05 6% m ||
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limtation in this paragraph shall be included as a separate
entry on the Notice of Proposed Property Taxes pursuant to s.
200. 069. Once the STAs are conpleted, the district shall allow
these areas to be used by the public for recreational purposes
in the manner set forth in s. 373.59(10), considering the
suitability of these lands for such uses. These |l ands shall be
nmade avail abl e for recreational use unless the district
governi ng board can denonstrate that such uses are
inconpatible with the restoration goals of the Evergl ades
Construction Project or the water quality and hydrol ogi cal

pur poses of the STAs or would ot herwi se adversely inpact the

i mpl erentation of the project. The district shall give
preferential consideration to the hiring of agricultura

wor kers di splaced as a result of the Evergl ades Construction
Project, consistent with their qualifications and abilities,
for the construction and operation of these STAs. The
following nmilestones apply to the conpl etion of the Evergl ades
Construction Project as depicted in the February 15, 1994,
conceptual design docunent:

1. The district nust conplete the final design of the
STA 1 East and West and pursue STA 1 East project conponents
as part of a cost-shared programw th the Federal Governnent.
The district nust be the | ocal sponsor of the federal project
that will include STA 1 East, and STA 1 West if so authorized
by federal law. Land acquisition shall be conpleted for STA 1
West by April 1, 1996, and for STA 1 East by July 1, 1998;

2. Construction of STA 1 East is to be conpleted under
the direction of the United States Arny Corps of Engineers in
conjunction with the currently authorized C51 flood contro
project by July 1, 2002;

3. The district nust conplete construction of STA 1
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West and STA 1 Inflow and Distribution Wrks under the
direction of the United States Arny Corps of Engineers, if the
direction is authorized under federal law, in conjunction with
the currently authorized C-51 flood control project, by
January 1, 1999;

4. The district nust conplete construction of STA 2 by
February 1, 1999;

5. The district must conplete construction of STA 3/4
by Cctober 1, 2003;

6. The district nust conplete construction of STA 5 by
January 1, 1999; and

7. The district nmust conplete construction of STA 6 by
Cctober 1, 1997.

8. East Beach Water Control District, South Shore
Drai nage District, South Florida Conservancy District, East
Shore Water Control District, and the | essee of agricultura
| ease nunber 3420 shall conplete any system nodifications
described in the Evergl ades Construction Project to the extent
that funds are available fromthe Evergl ades Fund. These
entities shall divert the discharges described within the
Ever gl ades Construction Project within 60 days of conpletion
of construction of the appropriate STA Such required
nodi fications shall be deenmed to be a part of each district's
pl an of reclanmation pursuant to chapter 298.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 23, line 13, after the sem colon
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and insert:
anending s. 373.4592, F.S.; reducing the
mllage for ad valoremtaxes within the
Ckeechobee Basin for purposes of the design
construction, and acquisition of the Evergl ades
Construction Project; providing an expiration
date for authority to | evy such tax;

11: 52 AM 04/ 27/ 98 s0986c1lc-20nDa




