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By Representative Fischer

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to conmunity service education

3 creating s. 233.615, F.S.; providing

4 | egi slative findings; authorizing schoo

5 districts to require 100 hours of community

6 service education as a condition for high

7 school graduation; providing exceptions;

8 provi di ng conponents for high school commnity

9 servi ce education prograns; providing an

10 ef fective date.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Section 233.615, Florida Statutes, is

15| created to read:

16 233.615 Mandatory high school community service

17 | educati on. - -

18 (1) LEG SLATIVE FINDINGS. --The Legi sl ature finds that:
19 (a) The public schools have a historic tradition of
20 | teaching values to their students, including val ues associ at ed
21 | with comunity responsibilty, and play a crucial role in the
22 | preparation of individuals for participation as citizens.

23 (b) Mandatory community service education prograns

24 | further the state's legitimte function of educating its

25 | students by exposing students to the needs of their

26 | communities, helping themto recognize their place and val ue
27 | within their comunities, and providing them opportunity to
28 | eval uate potential careers.

29 (c) In educating its students, the state has an

30| interest in preparing themto participate effectively and
3l|intelligently in society, and this extends to teachi ng them
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good citizenship and introducing themto their social

responsibilities as citizens.

(d) Mandatory community service education prograns do

the following: expose students to the needs of their

communi ties and the various ways in which a system of

vol unt eeri sm can respond to those needs; help students devel op

a connecti on between school and work; and focus on

| ear ni ng- by- doi ng.

(2) MANDATORY COVMUNI TY SERVI CE EDUCATI ON PROGRANMS
AUTHORI ZED; PROGRAM COVPONENTS. - - Each school district, by
majority vote of its school board nenbers, nmay adopt a

mandat ory conmunity service education programthat

establ i shes, as a condition for high school graduation, a

requi rement that every public high school student entering the

ninth grade in the 1997-1998 school year and thereafter

except for exceptional students as described in s. 232. 247,

nmust conplete a total of 100 hours of community service

education during the student's 4 years of high school. Each

mandat ory conmunity service education program nust have the

foll owi ng conponents:

(a) The mandatory conmunity service education hours

may be perforned after school, on weekends, or during the

summer. The school district shall |let the student select the

requi red community service fromanong the foll ow ng

1. Conmunity service to any nonprofit organization

provi ded through an agency approved by the school district.

2. Community service to any nonprofit organization

provi ded through an i ndependent program sel ected by the schoo

district.
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1 3. Community service to any nonprofit organization

2 | provided through an i ndependent program sel ected by the

3 | student and approved by the school

4

5] Required conmrunity service education hours nmay not include

6 | comunity service to any nonprofit organi zation that is a

7| political or religious organization

8 (b) Students may not receive pay for required

9| comunity service, nor may their services displace any

10| activities perfornmed by paid enpl oyees of the nonprofit

11| organi zation. The nonprofit organization for which the

12 | student works is responsible for on-the-job training and

13 | supervision and nust docunent the hours worked by the student
14 | by a verified tine sheet subnmitted to the school. Students
15| shall set their own work schedules, in consultation with the
16 | nonprofit organi zation, and shall arrange for their own

17 | transportati on.

18 (c) The school shall nonitor each student's nmandatory
19 | conmunity service education progress and require benchnarks to
20| be net annually as a condition for pronmotion. The schoo
21| shall require all high school seniors to subnit a paper
22 | docunenting and sunmari zing their comunity service education
23 | hours and experiences. The school shall not pernit a student
24 |1 to receive a high school diploma if the student has failed to
25| conply with the school's nmandatory community service education
26 | program Transfer students nust be required to conplete
27 | prorated comunity service education hours or provide
28 | verification of comunity service education hours from
29 | conparable progranms in their forner schools.
30 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
31
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