Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 1066

By the Committee on Education and Senator Sullivan

304-2173A-99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to charter school capita

3 outl ay fundi ng; anmending s. 228.0561, F.S.

4 renoving references to the Public Education

5 Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund;

6 speci fying that funds appropriated for charter

7 school s capital outlay purposes will be

8 deposited in the General Revenue Fund; revising

9 a provision related to school district sharing

10 of capital outlay funds with charter schools;

11 revising requirenents relating to charter

12 school use of capital outlay funds; revising

13 eligibility requirenents for charter schoo

14 recei pt of capital outlay funds; renoving

15 obsol ete provisions; anending s. 235.42, F. S

16 relating to educational and ancillary plant

17 construction funds; renoving a reference to

18 charter schools; providing an effective date.

19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Subsections (1), (2), (5), and (6) of
23 | section 228.0561, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are
24 | anended to read:
25 228.0561 Charter schools capital outlay funding.--
26 (1) In each year in which funds are appropriated for
27 | charter school capital outlay purposes f+oemthe—PubH—¢
28 | Eduecati-on—Capttat—tuttay—and—bebt—Serviece—TFrust—und—for
29 | eharter—sehosls, the Conmi ssioner of Education shall allocate
30| the funds anong eligible charter schools. To be eligible for
31| a funding allocation, a charter school nust—reet—the
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provi-sioens—oef—stubseectt+on—{(6),nust have received fina

approval fromits sponsor pursuant to s. 228.056 for operation
during that fiscal year, and nust serve students in facilities
that are not provided by the charter school's sponsor, and

nmust be fiscally stable. Fiscal stability may be docunented by

a statenent fromthe school's sponsor, the school's npst

recent financial audit, or verification by a certified public

accountant.Prior to the release of capital outlay funds to a
school district on behalf of the charter school, the

Departnent of Education shall ensure that the district school

board and the charter school governing board enter into a

written agreenent that includes provisions for the reversion

of any unencunbered funds and all equi pnent and property

purchased with public education funds to the ownership of the

di strict school board, as provided for in subsection (3)

o ¥ I I I . ey I
the—use-of thesefunds, in the event that the schoo
ternm nates operations. Any funds recovered by the state shal
be deposited in the General Revenue Fund PubH-e—FEducation
Capttat—Guttay—antd—bebt—Service—Ftrust—Fund. A charter schoo

is not eligible for a funding allocation if it was created by

t he conversion of a public school and operates in facilities
provided by the charter school's sponsor for a nom nal fee or
at no charge. Unless otherw se provided in the Genera
Appropriations Act, the funding allocation for each eligible
charter school shall be determined by multiplying the school's
proj ected student enroll nent by one-thirtieth of the
cost-per-student station specified in s. 235.435(6)(b) for an
el enentary, mddle, or high school, as appropriate. |If the
funds appropriated are not sufficient, the conm ssioner shal
prorate the avail abl e funds anong eligible charter schools.
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In the first quarter of the fiscal year, funds shall be

di stributed on the basis of projected enrollnment as provided
in this section. The comn ssioner shall adjust subsequent

di stributions as necessary to reflect each charter school's
actual student enrollnment. The comm ssioner shall establish
the intervals and procedures for deternmining the projected and
actual student enrollnment of eligible charter schools. If a
school district chooses to share funding for the capita

outl ay purposes described in subsection (2) with the
appl i cabl e charter school or charter schools, any allocation
of charter school capital outlay funds f+remthePubt—¢
Edueation——Capi-ta—Gattay—and—Dbebt—Servi-ce—Ftrust—Fund
atHoeation to the charter school or charter schools shall be

reduced by the anopunt shar ed.

(2) A charter school's governing body may use charter

school capital outlay funds wth—the—school—board-—s—pertission

may—use—funds—fromthe—PubHecEducati-on—Caprta—Cattay—and
Pebt—Service—Ftrust—Fund for any capital outlay purpose that is

directly related to the functioning of the charter school

i ncl udi ng the:

(a) Purchase of real property.

(b) Construction, renovation, repair, and mai ntenance
of school facilities.

(c) Purchase, |ease-purchase, or |ease of pernmanent or
rel ocat abl e school facilities.

(d) Purchase of vehicles to transport students to and
fromthe charter school

(5) The annual |egislative budget request of the
Departnent of Education shall include a request for capital
outlay funding for charter school s fremthePublc—FEduecation

Capttat—CGuttay—antd—bebt—Service—Ftrust—Funed. The request shal
3
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be based on the projected nunber of students to be served in
charter schools who neet the eligibility requirenents of this

secti on.
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27 | repeatet—3duty—1—1999—

28 Section 2. Subsection (7) of section 235.42, Florida
29 | Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

30

31

4
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © © N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N D WNPRER O

r

Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 1066
304-217

5 3A-99

235.42 Educational and ancillary plant construction
funds; Public Education Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust
Fund; allocation of funds.--

(7) Boards and entities authorized to participate in
the trust fund are district school boards, the community
coll ege district boards of trustees, the Trustees of the
Fl ori da School for the Deaf and the Blind, the Board of
Regent s, eharter—schoolts—onty—+f—eHgibltepursuant—to—s—
228-65616)5and other units of the state systemof public
educati on, and ot her educational entities defined in s.
228.041 for which funds are authorized by the Legi sl ature.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBSEEEEITUTE FOR

The comittee substitute expands the eligibility criteria for
charter school capital outlay funding by requiring evidence of
fiscal stability. It deleteS the required I'ien on property

i mproved by charter school capital outlay and requires a
witten agreenent for reversion of unencunbered funds and
certain equi pment and property to the district school board
when a charter is termnated or not renewed. Charter schools
are renoved for the list of entities that may receive funds
%ron}tpe gubllc Education Capital CQutlay and Debt Service

rus und.
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