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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 1081
By Representative Goodlette

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public records; creating s.
395.3037, F.S.; providing an exenption from
public records requirenents for specified
identifying information relating to active or
fornmer enpl oyees of a health care facility or
rural hospital and their spouses and children
providing for future review and repeal
providing a finding of public necessity;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 395.3037, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
395.3037 Confidentiality of personal identifying

i nformati on regardi ng enpl oyees of health care facilities and

rural hospitals.--The hone addresses, tel ephone nunbers,

soci al security nunbers, and phot ographs of active or forner

enpl oyees of any health care facility or rural hospital, as
defined by s. 408.07(23) and (42); the hone addresses,
t el ephone nunbers, social security nunbers, photographs, and

pl aces of enploynent of the spouses and children of such

persons; and the nanes and | ocations of schools and day care

facilities attended by the children of such persons are exenpt
froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State
Constitution. This section is subject to the Open Gover nnent

Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15, and

shal |l stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2004, unless revi ewed and

saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by the Legislature.
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Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that the personal information of enpl oyees of health

care facilities specified in this act be confidential and

exenpt from public records requirenents. Enployees in these

facilities provide treatnent and care to a wi de spectrum of

i ndi vidual s including, among others, prisoners, crimna

suspects brought for treatnent by |ocal |aw enforcenent

officers prior to incarceration, patients under the influence

of drugs or alcohol at the tine of treatnent, and patients who

have been adnmitted for treatnent of nmental illnesses,

i ncluding involuntary adm ssions under the Baker Act. It is

not unconmon for enpl oyees of these facilities to be

threatened by patients or fanily nenbers of patients who nay

be angry or upset with the nature of the treatnent or the

ci rcunstances under which it has been provided. |f these

i ndi vidual s gain access to the personal information specified

inthis act, then they could use the infornmation to threaten

intindate, harass, or cause physical harmor other injury to

t he enpl oyees of these health care facilities or their

famlies. This concern is not nere specul ation. |ncidences

have occurred in which patients have inflicted injuries upon

health care providers which have resulted in the death of the

provider. The Legislature further finds that incidences have

occurred in which the personal records of enpl oyees have been

request ed under circunstances which could have threatened the

safety or welfare of the enployees or their families, whether

or not actual harmresulted. Because rel ease of this persona

i nformati on woul d not benefit the public or aid it in

nmonitoring the effective and efficient operation of

governnment, but could result in harmto the specified

enpl oyees or their fanmilies, the Legislature finds that it is
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1| public necessity that the personal information specified in

2| this act be confidential and exenpt from public records

3| requirenents. This exenption is consistent with the

4 | longstanding policy of the state as reflected in s.

51 119.07(3)(i), Florida Statutes.

6 Section 3. This act shall take effect Cctober 1, 1999.
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