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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1256
By Senator Kirkpatrick

5- 981A- 99 See HB
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education accountability;
anending s. 229.58, F.S.; revising requirenents
for the conposition of school advisory
councils; requiring school boards to devel op
procedures to ensure bal anced school advisory
council nenbership; anmending s. 229.594, F.S.
revising the date by which the Florida
Conmi ssi on on Educati on Reform and
Accountability nust submit an annual report;
anmending s. 230.23, F.S.; revising provisions
relating to the school inprovenent plan
approval process; requiring the school board to
hol d public hearings regarding assi stance and
intervention; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 229.58, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

229.58 District and school advisory councils.--

(1) ESTABLI SHVENT. - -

(a) The school board shall establish an advisory
council for each school in the district, and shall devel op
procedures for the election and appoi ntnent of advisory
council menbers. Each school advisory council shall include in

its nane the words "school advisory council." The schoo

advi sory council shall be the sole body responsible for fina
deci si onmaki ng at the school relating to inplenentation of the
provi sions of ss. 229.591, 229.592, and 230.23(16). A ngjority
of the nenbers of each school advisory council nust be persons
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who are not enployed by the school. Each advisory counci
shal | be conposed of the foll ow ng

1. The school principal . art—an—appropriatety—batanced
nurber—of-

2. Teachers, education support enployees, students,

parents, and other business and community citizens who are
representative of the ethnhre—ractal—and—economre€ comunity
served by the school, giving consideration to the school's

ethnic, racial, and econoni c nmakeup

School boards shall devel op procedures to ensure bal anced

school advi sory council| nenbership. Vocational -technica

center and hi gh school advisory councils shall include
students, and middle and junior high school advisory councils
may include students. School advisory councils of

vocational -techni cal and adult education centers are not
required to include parents as nenbers.

(b) Council nenbers representing teachers, education
support enpl oyees, students, and parents shall be el ected by
their respective peer groups at the school in a fair and
equi tabl e manner as fol |l ows:

1. Teachers shall be elected by teachers.

2. Education support enpl oyees shall be el ected by
educati on support enpl oyees.

3. Students shall be elected by students.

4. Parents shall be elected by parents.

The school board shall establish procedures for use by schools
in selecting business and comrunity nenbers. Such procedures
shal | include neans of ensuring wi de notice of vacancies and
for taking input on possible nenbers fromlocal business,
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chanbers of commerce, conmunity and civic organizations and
groups, and the public at |arge. The school board shall review
t he menbership conposition of each advisory council. Should
t he school board determ ne that the nenbership elected by the
school is not representative of the ethnic, racial, and
econom ¢ community served by the school, the board shal
appoi nt additional nmenbers to achi eve proper representation
The Florida Conm ssion on Education Reform and Accountability
shal|l serve as a review body to deternmine if schools have
maxi nmi zed their efforts to include on their advisory councils
mnority persons and persons of |ower soci oecononi c status.
Al t hough school s should be strongly encouraged to establish
school advi sory councils, any school district that has a
student popul ation of 10,000 or fewer may establish a district
advi sory council which shall include at |east one duly el ected
teacher fromeach school in the district. For the purposes of
school advisory councils and district advisory councils, the
term"teacher" shall include classroomteachers, certified
student services personnel, and nedia specialists. For
pur poses of this paragraph, "education support enpl oyee" neans
any person enployed by a school who is not defined as
instructional or administrative personnel pursuant to s.
228. 041 and whose duties require 20 or nore hours in each
nor mal wor ki ng week.

(c) tb)y The school board may establish a district
advi sory council representative of the district and conposed
of teachers, students, parents, and other citizens or a
di strict advisory council which may be conprised of
representatives of each school advisory council. Recognized
school wi de support groups which neet all criteria established
by law or rule may function as school advisory councils.
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Section 2. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2) of section
229.594, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

229.594 Powers and duties of the conmi ssion.--

(2) The conmission shall:

(f) Prepare and subnmit to the Governor, the President
of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,

t he Conm ssi oner of Education, and each Cabi net nenber a
report and recommendati ons by Decenber Geteber 1 of each year
The annual reports of the conmm ssion shall be nade avail abl e
to other appropriate governnental officials and to the public
schools in this state.

Section 3. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (16)
of section 230.23, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enment, are
amended to read:

230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and
performall duties |isted bel ow

(16) | MPLEMENT SCHOCL | MPROVEMENT AND
ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --Mai ntain a system of school inprovenent and
education accountability as provided by statute and State
Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and
educati on accountability shall be consistent with, and
i mpl erented through, the district's continuing system of
pl anni ng and budgeting required by this section and ss.
229.555 and 237.041. This system of school inprovenent and
educati on accountability shall include, but not be limted to,
the follow ng:

(b) Approval process.--Develop a process for approval
of a school inprovenent plan presented by an individual schoo
and its advisory council which shall include a review by the

school advi sory council of any revisions nade to the plan
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prior to its subm ssion to the school board for approval. The

school advisory council nay, by mpjority vote, concur or

reject these revisions. The plan shall be anended accordingly

prior to subnission to the school board for approval. In the

event a board does not approve a school inprovenent plan after
exhausting this process, the Florida Comm ssion on Education
Ref orm and Accountability shall be notified of the need for
assi st ance.

(c) Assistance and intervention.--Develop a 3-year
pl an of increasing individualized assistance and intervention
for each school that does not neet or nake adequate progress,
based upon the recommendati ons of the conmi ssion, as defined
pursuant to statute and State Board of Education rule, toward
neeting the goals and standards of its approved schoo
i mprovenent plan. The school board nust hold at | east one

public hearing to present the provisions included in the

3-year plan, and nust hold an annual public hearing to report

on the progress of schools receiving assi stance and

i ntervention.
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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