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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1420

By Senator Silver

38-1020- 99 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to workers' conpensation
anending s. 440.13, F. S.; deleting an excl usion
of certain chiropractic services fromnedically
necessary treatnent, care, and services under
certain circunstances; anending s. 440. 134,
F.S.; including chiropractic physicians under
the term "nedical care coordinator" for certain
pur poses; providing for access to chiropractic
physi ci ans; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
440. 13, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

440.13 Medical services and supplies; penalty for
violations; limtations.--

(2) MEDI CAL TREATMENT; DUTY OF EMPLOYER TO FURNI SH. - -

(a) Subject tothe limtations specified el sewhere in
this chapter, the enployer shall furnish to the enpl oyee such
nedi cal ly necessary renedial treatnent, care, and attendance
for such period as the nature of the injury or the process of
recovery may require, including nedicines, nedical supplies,
dur abl e nedi cal equi pnent, orthoses, prostheses, and other
nedi cal |y necessary apparatus. Renedial treatnent, care, and
att endance, includi ng work-hardeni ng prograns or
pai n- managenent prograns accredited by the Conmi ssion on
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities or Joint Conm ssion
on the Accreditation of Health Organizations or
pai n- managenent prograns affiliated with nedical schools,
shal | be considered as covered treatnent only when such care
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is given based on a referral by a physician as defined in this
chapter. Each facility shall nmaintain outcone data, including
work status at discharges, total program charges, total nunber
of visits, and length of stay. The departnent shall utilize
such data and report to the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives regarding the efficacy
and cost-effectiveness of such program no later than Cctober
1, 1994. MediecatHyrnecessary—treatnent—ecare—and—attendance
I nelud " . . . F
I I o] ey I ¢ the initial
" . _hiet T ’ I I
carrer—atthortzes—addi-tonat—t+reatwent—or—the—enptoyee—+s
catastrophicaty—injuret—
Section 2. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section
440. 134, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is amended to
read:
440. 134 Wrkers' conpensati on nmanaged care
arrangenent. - -
(1) As used in this section, the term
(i) "Medical care coordinator" nmeans a prinmary care
provider within a provider network who is responsible for
managi ng the nedi cal care of an injured worker including
determ ning other health care providers and health care
facilities to which the injured enployee will be referred for
eval uation or treatnent. A nedical care coordinator shall be a
physician |icensed under chapter 458 or an osteopathic
physician |icensed under chapter 459, or a chiropractic

physician |icensed under chapter 460. An injured worker shal

have direct access to any chiropractic physician on the

managed care panel for the first 18 visits of chiropractic

services, after which a chiropractic nedical care coordinator
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shal | determ ne whether the patient needs additiona

chiropractic services.
Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1999.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Provi des for access to chiropractic physician services
under workers' conpensation nanaged care arrangenents.
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