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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 CS/HB 1431

By the Conmittee on Health Care Licensing & Regul ation and
Representatives Casey and Fiorentino

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to energency nedical services;
anmending s. 401.25, F.S.; providing
qgualifications for licensure as basic or
advanced |ife support service; anending s.
401. 27, F.S.; providing standards for
certification of energency nedical technicians
and paranedics; creating s. 401.2701, F.S.
establishing criteria for enmergency nedica
services training prograns; creating s.
401. 2715, F.S.; providing for recertification
training of energency nedical technicians and
par anedi cs; providing for fees; anending s.
401.30, F.S.; providing for use and nai nt enance
of records; amending s. 401.35, F.S.; providing
rul emaki ng authority; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (7) of section 401.25, Florida
Statutes, is added to read:

401.25 Licensure as a basic life support or an
advanced |ife support service.--

(7)(a) Each permitted basic |ife support anbul ance not

specifically exenpted fromthis part, when transporting a

person who is sick, injured, wounded, incapacitated, or

hel pl ess, nust be occupied by at | east two persons: one

patient attendant who is a certified energency nedica

technician, certified paranedic, or |icensed physician; and

one anbul ance driver who neets the requirenents of s. 401.281
1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 CS/HB 1431
601- 154- 99

Thi s paragraph does not apply to interfacility transfers
governed by s. 401.252(1).
(b) Each pernitted advanced |ife support anbul ance not

specifically exenpted fromthis part, when transporting a

person who is sick, injured, wounded, incapacitated, or

hel pl ess nmust be occupied by at | east two persons: one who is

a certified paranedic or licensed physician; and one who is a

certified enmergency nedical technician, certified paranedic,

or |licensed physician who al so neets the requirenents of s.

401. 281 for drivers. The person with the hi ghest nedica

certifications shall be in charge of patient care. This

par agraph does not apply to interfacility transfers governed
by s. 401.252(1).

Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 401.27, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

401. 27 Personnel; standards and certification.--

(3) Any person who desires to be certified or
recertified as an energency nedical technician or paranedic
nmust apply to the department under oath on forns provided by
t he departnment which shall contain such infornmation as the

departnent reasonably requires, which may include affirmative

evi dence of ability to conply with applicable | aws and rul es.

The departnent shall deternine whether the applicant neets the
requi renents specified in this section and in rules of the
departnment and shall issue a certificate to any person who
neets such requirenents.

Section 3. Section 401.2701, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

401. 2701 Energency nedi cal services training

prograns. - -
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1 (1) Any private or public institution in Florida

2| desiring to conduct an approved program for the education of
3 | energency nedical technicians and paranedi cs shall

4 (a) Subnit a conpleted application on a form provi ded
5] by the departnent, which nust include:

6 1. Evidence that the institution is in conpliance with
7] all applicable requirenents of the Departnment of Education

8 2. Evidence of an affiliation agreenent with a

9 | hospital that has an energency departnent staffed by at | east
10 | one physician and one registered nurse.

11 3. Evidence of an affiliation agreenent with a current
12 | Florida-1licensed energency nedical services provider. Such
13 | agreenent shall include, at a mninum a conmmtnment by the
14 | provider to conduct the field experience portion of the

15 | educati on program

16 4. Docunentation verifying faculty, including:

17 a. A nedical director who is a |licensed physician

18 | neeting the applicable requirenents for energency nedica

19 | services nedical directors as outlined in this chapter and
20| rul es of the departnent. The nedical director shall have the
21| duty and responsibility of certifying that graduates have

22 | successfully conpleted all phases of the education program and
23| are proficient in basic or advanced life support techniques,
24 | as applicabl e.

25 b. A programdirector responsible for the operation
26 | organi zation, periodic review, adninistration, devel opnent,
27 | and approval of the program

28 5. Docunentation verifying that the curricul um

29 a. Meets the course guides and instructor's | esson
30| plans in the nost recent Energency Medi cal Technician-Basic
31| National Standard Curricula for energency nedical technician
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prograns and Energency Medi cal Techni ci an- Paranedi ¢ Nati ona

Standard Curricula for paranedi c prograns.

b. I ncl udes 2 hours of instruction on the traum

scorecard net hodol ogi es for assessnent of adult traumm

patients and pediatric trauna patients as specified by the

departnent by rule.

C. I ncl udes 4 hours of instruction on H V/ Al DS

training consistent with the requirenents of chapter 381

0. Evi dence of sufficient nedical and educati ona

equi pnent to neet energency nedical services training program

needs.
(b) Receive a scheduled site visit fromthe depart nent

to the applicant's institution. Such site visit shall be

conducted within 30 days after notification to the institution

that the application was accepted. During the site visit, the

departnment nmust deternmine the applicant's conpliance with the

following criteria:

1. Energency nedical technician prograns nust be a

m ni nrum of 110 hours, with at |east 20 hours of supervised

clinical supervision, including 10 hours in a hospita

ener gency depart nent.

2. Paranedic prograns nust be available only to

Florida-certified energency nedi cal technicians or an

energency nedi cal technician applicant who will obtain Florida

certification prior to conpletion of phase one of the

par anedi ¢ program Paranedi c prograns nust be a nmini nrum of 700

hours of didactic and skills practice conponents, with the

skills |l aboratory student-to-instructor ratio not exceedi ng

six to one. Paranedic prograns nust provide a field internship

experi ence aboard an advanced |ife support permtted

ambul ance.
4
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(2) After conpletion of the site visit, the departnent

shal | prepare a report which shall be provided to the

institution. Upon conpletion of the report, the application

shal | be deened conplete and the provisions of s. 120. 60,

shal | apply.

(3) If the programis approved, the departnent nust

issue the institution a 2-year certificate of approval as an

energency nedical technician training programor a paranedic

training program |If the application is denied, the departnent

nmust notify the applicant of any areas of strength, areas

needi ng i nprovenent, and any suggested neans of inprovenent of

the program A denial notification shall be provided to the

applicant so as to allow the applicant 5 days prior to the

expiration of the application processing tine ins. 120.60 to

advi se the departnment in witing of its intent to submt a

pl an of correction. Such intent notification shall provide the

time for application processing in s. 120.60. The plan of

correction nust be subnitted to the department within 30 days

of the notice. The departnent shall advise the applicant of

its approval or denial of the plan of correction within 30

days of receipt. The denial of the plan of correction or

denial of the application may be reviewed as provided in
chapter 120.
(4) Approved energency nedical services training

prograns nust maintain records and reports that nust be nade

available to the departnent, upon witten request. Such

records nust include student applications, records of

attendance, records of participation in hospital clinic and

field training, nedical records, course objectives and

outlines, class schedul es, | earning objectives, |esson plans,

nunber of applicants, nunber of students accepted, adm ssion
5
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requi renents, description of qualifications, duties and

responsibilities of faculty, and correspondence.

(5) Each approved program nust notify the departnent

within 30 days of any change in the professional or enpl oynent

status of faculty. Each approved programnust require its

students to pass a conprehensive final witten and practica

exam nation evaluating the skills described in the current

United States Departnent of Transportation EMI-Basic or

EMT- Par anedi ¢, National Standard Curriculum Each approved

program nust issue a certificate of conpletion to program

graduates within 14 days of conpletion
Section 4. Section 401.2715, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

401. 2715 Recertification training of energency nedica

t echni ci ans and paranedics. - -

(1) The departnent shall establish by rule criteria

for all energency nedical technician and paranedic

recertification training. The rules shall provide that al

recertification training equals at |east 30 hours, includes

the performance paraneters for adult and pediatric enmergency

nedical clinical care, and is docunented through a system of

r ecor dkeepi ng.

(2) Any individual, institution, school, corporation

or governnental entity nmay conduct energency nedica

technician or paranedic recertification training upon

application to the departnent and paynent of a nonrefundabl e

fee to be deposited into the Energency Medi cal Services Trust

Fund. Institutions conducting departnent-approved educati ona

prograns as provided in this chapter and |icensed anbul ance

services are exenpt fromthe application process and paynent

of fees. The departnment shall adopt rules for the application
6
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1| and paynent of a fee not to exceed the actual cost of

2| adm nistering this approval process.

3 (3) To be eligible for recertification as provided in
41 s. 401.27, certified energency nedical technicians and

5| paranedi cs nust provide proof of conpletion of training

6 | conducted pursuant to this section. The departnent shal

7 | accept the witten affirmation of a licensee's or a

8 | depart nent - approved educati onal progranmis nedical director as
9 | docunentation that the certificatehol der has conpleted a

10 | mini nrum of 30 hours of recertification training as provided
11 | herein.

12 Section 5. Present subsections (2), (3), and (4) of
13 | section 401.30, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enment, are

14 | renunbered as subsections (3), (4), and (5), respectively, and
15| a new subsection (2) is added to said section, to read:

16 401. 30 Records. --

17 (2) Each |licensee nust provide the receiving hospita
18 | with a copy of an individual patient care record for each

19 | patient who is transported to the hospital. The information
20| contained in the record and the nethod and tinefrane for
21 | providing the record shall be prescribed by rule of the
22 | depart nent.
23 (3)t2) Reports to the departnment fromlicensees which
24 | cover statistical data are public records, except that the
25 | nanes of patients and other patient-identifying informtion
26 | contained in such reports are confidential and exenpt fromthe
27 | provisions of s. 119.07(1). Any record furnished by a
28 | licensee at the request of the departnent nust be a true and
29 | certified copy of the original record and may not be altered
30| or have information del eted.
31
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(4) 3y Records of energency calls which contain
patient exami nation or treatment infornmation are confidential
and exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1) and may not be
di scl osed without the consent of the person to whomthey
pertain, but appropriate limted disclosure may be made
wi t hout such consent:

(a) To the person's guardian, to the next of kin if
the person is deceased, or to a parent if the person is a
m nor ;

(b) To hospital personnel for use in conjunction with
the treatnent of the patient;

(c) To the departnent;

(d) To the service nedical director

(e) For use in a critical incident stress debriefing.
Any such discussions during a critical incident stress
debriefing shall be considered privil eged comuni cati on under
s. 90.503;

(f) Inany civil or crimnal action, unless otherw se
prohi bited by | aw, upon the issuance of a subpoena froma
court of conpetent jurisdiction and proper notice by the party
seeki ng such records, to the patient or his or her |ega
representative; or

(g) To a local trauma agency or a regional traunma
agency, or a panel or conmittee assenbled by such an agency to
assist the agency in perfornming quality assurance activities
in accordance with a plan approved under s. 395.401. Records
obt ai ned under this paragraph are confidential and exenpt from
s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution

This subsection does not prohibit the departnment or a licensee
fromproviding information to any | aw enforcenent agency or
8
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any other regul atory agency responsible for the regulation or
supervi si on of energency nedi cal services and personnel

(5) t4)y The departnent shall adopt and enforce al
rul es necessary to administer this section.

Section 6. Paragraph (1) is added to subsection (1) of
section 401.35, Florida Statutes, and paragraph (i) is added
to subsection (2) of said section, to read

401.35 Rules.--The departnent shall adopt rules
necessary to carry out the purposes of this part.

(1) The rules nust provide at |east m ninum standards
gover ni ng:

(1) Licensees' security and storage of controlled

subst ances, nedi cations, and fluids, not inconsistent with the

provi sions of chapter 499.

(2) The rules nust establish application requirenents
for licensure and certification. Pursuant thereto, the
departnment nust devel op application forns for basic life
support services and advanced |ife support services. An
application for each respective service license nust include,
but is not limted to:

(i) An oath, upon fornms provided by the departnent

whi ch shall contain such infornmation as the departnent

reasonably requires, which may include affirmative evi dence of

ability to conply with applicable |l aws and rul es.
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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