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By Representative Casey

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public records; exenpting

3 records nade or received by the Departnent of

4 Heal th or energency nedical services |icensees

5 wWith respect to allegations of inpairnent by

6 energency nedi cal technicians or paranedics,

7 identifying information about students in

8 energency nedi cal technician or paranedic

9 educati on prograns, energency nedical services

10 | i censees agai nst which conplaints have been

11 filed, and patients transported or treated by

12 energency nedi cal services |licensees from

13 public records requirenents; providing for

14 future review and repeal; providing findings of

15 public necessity; providing a contingent

16 ef fective date.

17

18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

19

20 Section 1. Al information received by the Departnent
21| of Health under section 401.2701, Florida Statutes, with

22 | respect to an inpaired or allegedly inpaired certificatehol der
23 | agai nst whom no other conplaint exists or with respect to

24 | whose participation in, progress through, and conpletion of a
25| treatnent programa |icensee has infornmed the departnent is
26 | confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of section

271 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and section 24(a), Article | of
28 | the State Constitution.

29 Section 2. The nanes of students and ot her

30 | student-identifying information contained in reports provided
31| to the Departnment of Health under section 401.49(9), Florida
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Statutes, are confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of
section 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and section 24(a),
Article | of the State Constitution.

Section 3. A conplaint and all infornmation obtained in

an investigation by the Departnent of Health under section

401.51, Florida Statutes, are confidential and exenpt fromthe

provi sions of section 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and section
24(a), Article | of the State Constitution until 10 days after
probabl e cause has been found by the departnent to exist or

until the |licensee or education programlicensee that is the

subj ect of the investigation waives confidentiality, whichever

occurs first. This section does not prohibit the departnent

from providing such information to any | aw enforcenent agency

or any other regul atory agency.

Section 4. Records obtained by an energency nedica

services |licensee under section 395.3025(4)(k), Florida

Statutes, are confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of
section 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and section 24(a),
Article | of the State Constitution.

Section 5. The exenptions provided in sections 1, 2,

3, and 4 are subject to the Open Governnent Sunset Revi ew Act

in accordance with section 119.15, Florida Statutes, and are

repeal ed Cctober 2, 2004, unless reviewed and saved from

repeal through reenactnent by the Legi sl ature.

Section 6. The Legislature finds that exenpting

information relating to inpaired or allegedly inpaired

energency nedi cal technicians and paranmedics, to students in

energency nedi cal technician and paranedi ¢ educati on prograns,

to enmergency nedical services |licensees, and to hospita

pati ents who have been transported or treated, or both, by

energency nedical services licensees is a public necessity.
2
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1| Wth respect to hospital patients, the Legi slature recogni zes
2| that their records currently are confidential, and it finds
3|lthat alimted disclosure to energency nedical services
4] licensees serves a public purpose in that it allows |icensees
5]to maintain and inprove the quality of their services, but
6 | that that benefit does not outwei gh the established public
7] interest in maintaining these patients' privacy. Wth respect
8| to individual certificateholders, the Legislature finds that
9 | unnecessary disclosure of education records or allegations of
10 | i mpai rnent agai nst an individual who has not been the subject
11| of any other conplaint could substantially affect these
12 | persons' current and future enploynent. Wth respect to
13| licensees, the Legislature finds that the linited exenption of
14 ] 10 days or less will allowit to nore expeditiously conduct
15| investigations of alleged infractions.
16 Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999,
17 | except that it shall not take effect unless Senate Bill
18 | or simlar legislation regulating |icensure of energency
19 | nedi cal services |licensees, energency nedical technicians, and
20 | paranedi cs becones | aw.
21
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23 SENATE SUMVARY
24 Exenpés the following informati on from di sclosure as public
records:
25 1 Information alleging inpairnent on the part of an
energency nedi cal techniciah of paranedi ¢ agai nst whom no
26 | ot her conpl ai nt has been fil ed, ]
2 | nformati on poncernlnP an energency nedica
27 | technician's or paranedic's enrollment in, progress through
and conpletion of an inpairnent treatnent program
28 ] . Information identifying students in energency
nedi cal technician or paranmedi ¢ education courses. ]
29 ] 4. A conplaint aPalnst an_energency nedi cal services
licensee, for a period of up to 10 days. i
30 . b, Information rel eased to an” energency nedi ca
servi ces |icensee bY a hospital about a hoSpital patient who
31| was transported or treated, or both, by the |icensee.
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