Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 1476

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care; and
Senat or Canpbel |

317-1913A-99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to energency nedical services;

3 anending s. 401.25, F.S.; revising

4 qgqualifications for licensure as basic or

5 advanced |ife support service; anending s.

6 401. 27, F.S.; requiring applications to be nade

7 under oath by energency nedical technicians or

8 par anedi cs; anmending s. 401.30, F.S.; providing

9 the departnent with rule authority for patient

10 care records of |icensed anbul ance services;

11 anending s. 401.35, F.S.; authorizing the

12 departnment to prescribe by rule requirenents

13 for storage, and security of nedications

14 mai nt ai ned by |icensed support services;

15 creating s. 401.49, F.S.; authorizing the

16 departnent's approval of energency nedica

17 techni ci an and paranedi ¢ progranms; creating s.

18 401.50, F.S.; providing recertification

19 requi renents for paranedi cs and energency

20 nmedi cal technicians; providing an effective

21 dat e.

22

23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24

25 Section 1. Subsection (7) is added to section 401.25
26| Florida Statutes, to read

27 401.25 Licensure as a basic life support or an
28 | advanced |ife support service.--

29 (7)(a) Each permtted basic-Ilife-support anbul ance of
30| a licensee not specifically exenpted fromthis part, when
31| transporting a person who is sick, injured, wounded,

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 1476
317-19

i
1913A-99

1| incapacitated, or hel pl ess, nust be occupied by at | east two
2 | persons: one patient attendant who is a certified energency
3| nedical technician, certified paranedic, or |icensed physician
4 | and one anbul ance driver who neets the requirenents of s.

5] 401.281. This subsection does not apply to interfacility

6 | transfers governed by s. 401.252(1).

7 (b) Each pernitted advanced-|ife-support anbul ance of
8| alicensee not specifically exenpted fromthis part, when

9| transporting a person who is sick, injured, wounded,

10 | i ncapacitated, or hel pl ess nust be occupied by at |east two
11 | persons: one who is a certified paranedic or licensed

12 | physician and one who is a certified energency nedica

13 | technician, certified paranedic, or licensed physician who
14 | al so neets the requirenments of s. 401.281 for drivers. The
15| person with the highest nedical certifications shall be in
16 | charge of patient care. This subsection does not apply to

17 | interfacility transfers governed by s. 401.252(1).

18 Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 401.27, Florida
19| Statutes, is anended to read:

20 401. 27 Personnel; standards and certification.--

21 (3) Any person who desires to be certified or

22 | recertified as an energency nedical technician or paranedic
23 | must apply under oath to the departnent on forns provided by
24 | the departnent which shall contain such infornmation as the
25 | departnent reasonably requires and which nay include

26 | affirmative evidence of ability to conply with applicable | aws
27 | and rul es. The departnent shall determ ne whet her the

28 | applicant neets the requirenents specified in this section and
291 in rules of the departnent and shall issue a certificate to
30 | any person who neets such requirenents.

31
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Section 3. Present subsection (2) of section 401. 30,
Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is redesignated as
subsection (3), and a new subsection (2) is added to that
section, to read

401. 30 Records. --

(2) Each |licensee nust provide the receiving hospita

with a copy of an individual patient care record for each

patient who is transported to the hospital. The informtion

contai ned on the record and the nethod and ti nefranme for

providing the record shall be prescribed by rule of the

depart nent.

Section 4. Paragraph (1) is added to subsection (1)
and paragraph (h) of subsection (2) of section 401.35, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

401.35 Rules.--The departnent shall adopt rules
necessary to carry out the purposes of this part.

(1) The rules nust provide at |east m ni num standards
gover ni ng:

(1) Licensees' security and storage of controlled

subst ances, nedi cations, and fluids that are not inconsistent

with the requirenents of chapter 499 or chapter 893.

(2) The rules nust establish application requirenents
for licensure and certification. Pursuant thereto, the
departnment nust devel op application forns for basic life
support services and advanced |ife support services. An
application for each respective service license nust include,
but is not linmted to:

(h) Such other information as the departnent
determ nes reasonabl e and necessary and an oath, upon forns

provided by the departnment which shall contain such

information as the departnent reasonably requires and which
3
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may include affirmative evidence of the ability to conply with

applicable |l aws and rul es.
Section 5. Section 401.49, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

401.49 Approval of energency nedical technicians and

par anedi ¢ prograns. - -

(1) Any private or public institutionin this state

whi ch desires to conduct an approved program for educating

energency nedi cal technicians and paranedi cs nust submit to

the departnent a conpl eted application on a form provi ded by

t he departnment whi ch incl udes:

(a) Evidence that the institution is in conpliance

with all applicable requirenents of the Departnent of

Educat i on.
(b) Evidence that the institution has an agreenent of

affiliation with a hospital that has an energency depart nent

staffed by at | east one physician and one registered nurse.

(c) Evidence that the institution has an agreenent of

affiliation with an energency nedi cal service provider that

holds a current license in this state. Such agreenment nust

include, at a mninmum a conmtnent by the provider to conduct

the fiel d-experience portion of the education program

(d) Docunentation verifying that the institution's

faculty incl udes:

1. A nedical director who is a licensed physician who

neets the applicable requirenments for an EMS nedi cal director

as outlined in this chapter and rules of the departnent. The

nedi cal director shall certify that graduates have

successfully conpleted all phases of the education program and

are proficient in basic or advanced |life-support techniques,

as applicabl e.

4
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2. A programdirector who is responsible for the

operation, organization, periodic review, administration

devel opnent, and approval of the program

(e) Docunentation verifying that the curricul um

1. Meets the course guides and instructor's | esson

plans in the nost recent Emergency Medical Technician Basic

National Standard Curricula for energency nedical technician

prograns and the Energency Medical Technician Paranedic

National Standard Curricula for paranedi c prograns.

2. I ncl udes 2 hours of instruction on the traum

scorecard net hodol ogi es for assessnent of adult traumm

patients and pediatric traunm patients, as specified by the

departnent by rule.

3. Includes 4 hours of instruction on HV and Al DS

which is consistent with the requirenents of chapter 381

(f) Evidence that the institution has sufficient

nedi cal and educational equi pnent to neet the program needs

for training in energency nedical services.

(2) The departnent nust schedule a site visit to the

applicant's institution within 30 days after notifying the

institution that the application is accepted. During the site

visit, the departnent nust deternmne the applicant's

conpliance with the following criteria:

(a) The program for energency nedical technicians nust

require a mininmumof 110 hours, with at |east 20 hours of

supervi sed clinical supervision that includes 10 hours in a

hospi tal energency departnent.

(b) The program for paranedics nust be available only

to an energency nedical technician who is certified in this

state or to an applicant for certification in this state as an

energency nedi cal technician who obtains such certification
5
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prior to conpleting phase one of the paranedic program The

paranedi ¢ program nust require a minimum of 700 hours of

di dactic and skills-practice conponents, with a

student-to-instructor ratio for the skills | aboratory which

does not exceed six to one. A paranedi c program nust provide

field-internship experience aboard an ALS pernitted anbul ance.

(3) After conpleting the site visit, the departnent

shal|l provide a report to the institution. Upon conpl etion of

the report, the application is conplete and s. 120.60 applies.

(4) |If the programis approved, the departnent shal

issue the institution a 2-year certificate of approval as an

energency nedical technician training programor a paranedic

training program |If the application is denied, the departnent

nust notify the applicant of areas of strength, areas that

need i nprovenent, and suggested neans of inproving the

program A notice of denial nmust be provided to the applicant

so that the applicant has at |least 5 days prior to the

expiration of the application-processing tine provided under

s. 120.60 in which to advise the departnent in witing of its

intent to subnit a plan of correction. Notice of such intent

tolls the tinme for processing the application s. 120.60. The

pl an of correction nust be submitted to the departnent within

30 days after the notice. The departnent shall advise the

applicants of its approval or denial of the plan of correction

within 30 days after receipt of the plan of correction. The

denial of a plan of correction or an application is subject to

revi ew under chapter 120.

(5) Each approved energency nedi cal services training

program shall maintain records and reports that nust be nade

avail able to the departnent upon witten request. Such records

nust include student applications, records of attendance,
6
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records of participation in hospital clinic and field

training, nedical records, course objectives and outlines,

cl ass schedul es, |earning objectives, |esson plans, the nunber

of applicants, the nunber of students accepted, adm ssion

requi rements, descriptions of qualifications, duties and

responsibilities of the institution's faculty, and

corr espondence.

(6) Each approved program nust notify the departnent

within 30 days followi ng any change in the professional or

enpl oynent status of a faculty nenber. Each approved program

nmust require its students to pass a conprehensive fina

witten and practical exam nation that eval uates the skills

described in the nost current Energency Medical Technician

Basi ¢ or Energency Medical Technician Paranedi ¢ Nati onal

Standard Curriculumof the United States Departnent of

Transportati on. Each approved program nust issue a

certification of conpletion to a graduate within 14 days after

successful conpletion of the program
Section 6. Section 401.50, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

401.50 Recertification training of energency nedica

t echni ci ans and paranedi cs. - -

(1) The departnent shall establish by rule criteria

for all energency nedical technician and paranedic

recertification training. The rules nust require at |east 30

hours of recertification training and nust include the

perfornance paraneters for adult and pediatric energency

nedi cal clinical care, which are docunented through a system

of recordkeepi ng.

(2) Any individual, institution, school, corporation

or governnental entity nmay conduct energency nedica
7
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technician or paranedic recertification training upon

application to the departnent and paynent of a nonrefundabl e

fee to be deposited into the Energency Medi cal Services Trust

Fund. Institutions conducting departnent-approved educati ona

prograns as provided in this part and |icensed anbul ance

services are exenpt fromthe application process and paynent

of fees. The departnment shall adopt rules for the application

and paynent of a fee not to exceed the actual cost of the

admnistration of the requirenents of this subsecti on.

(3) To be eligible for recertification as provided in

s. 401.27, a certified nedical technician or paranedi c nmust

provide evidence to the departnent that the applicant has

conpleted the training required for recertification under this

section. The departnent shall accept the witten affirmation

of a licensee's nedical director or a nedical director of a

depart nent - approved educati onal program as docunentation that

the certified energency nedical technician or paranedi c has

conpl eted the recertification training required by this

secti on.
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1476

The committee substitute substantially revises the origina
bill to only provide for the Departnent of Health's authority
to approve fraining prograns for energency nedical technicians
and paranedics; to require recertification training for.
energency nedi cal technicians and paranedi cs that fust include
perfornmance paraneters for adult and pediatric energency
medical clinical care; to inpose mninumrequirenents on
permtted energency nedical vehicles; and to require docunents
and other information to be submtted under oath by energency
nedi cal services |icensees, ener?ency nmedi cal services
certificate holders, or applicanfs to the departnent
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