Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 1507
By Representative Brown

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elections; anending s.

3 97.071, F.S.; revising requirenents of the

4 supervi sor of elections when a registration

5 identification card is returned as

6 undel i verabl e; anending s. 97.1031, F.S.

7 correcting cross references; anending ss.

8 98.461 and 98.471, F.S.; revising requirenents
9 with respect to the forns of identification

10 approved for use at a precinct; anmendi ng s.

11 101. 62, F.S.; expanding the definition of the
12 term"inmediate fam | y" applicable to

13 provisions relating to delivery of absentee

14 ballots to a designee of an elector; anending
15 s. 101.64, F.S.; revising the voter's

16 certificate; anending s. 101.647, F.S.

17 providing for return of absentee ballots to the
18 supervi sor by an inmediate fanmly nenber of the
19 el ector; expanding the definition of the term
20 "imediate fam |l y" applicable thereto; anending
21 s. 101.65, F.S.; revising the instructions to
22 absent electors, to conform anending s.
23 101.68, F.S.; revising the requirenents for
24 | egal absentee ballots; repealing s. 101. 685,
25 F.S., relating to absentee ball ot coordi nators;
26 anending s. 104.047, F.S.; prohibiting
27 solicitation by mail to vote absentee under
28 certain circunstances or to nmail or give an
29 absentee ball ot or absentee ballot request to
30 anyone other than the supervisor or an
31 aut hori zed desi gnee; providing a penalty;
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elimnating the prohibition and penalty
relating to witnessing nore than five absentee
ballots in any single election; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 97.071, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

97.071 Registration identification card.--

(2)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), the
supervi sor of elections shall mail a registration
identification card to the voter at the address listed as the
| egal residence on the voter's registration application. The
card nust be sent by nonforwardabl e, return-if-undeliverable
mail. If the registration identification card is returned as

undel i verabl e, the supervisor nmust attenpt to contact the

voter to verify the |legal residence address and nust resend

the registration identification card if the supervisor

determ nes that such person is eligible to vote. The

supervi sor shall maintain, for at least 2 years fromthe

original registration date, a record of each registration

identification card that was returned as undeli verabl e and

that was issued either for a voter the supervisor could not

contact or for a person the supervisor subsequently determ ned

was not eligible to vote. H—the+dentifecation—carad—+s
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6 | approved—by—theDbepartrent—of—State—tH—the—-electorfats—to
21 ¢ ekt . i e e ey . I
8 | doeubts—as—tothet+dentity—of—the—etector—the supervisor—nust
9 | reguire—the—etector—toswear—an—oath—substantiatHy——simtar—to
10 | the—one—preseribed—in—s—104+49prior—to—surrendering—the
11 | rdent+fHecation—ecart——TFhe—Ssupervisor—must—keep—the
12 | rdentfHecat+on—ecard—onftitefor—45days—toHowngreturn—of
13 | the—card—as—undet-verable-
14 (b) The supervisor shall mail the registration veter
15 ) identification card by forwardable nail to voters who are
16 | covered by the Uniforned and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting
17 | Act.
18 Section 2. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 97.1031
19| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
20 97.1031 Notice of change of residence within the sane
21 | county, change of nane, or change of party.--
22 (3) When an el ector seeks to change party affiliation
23| the elector nust provide a signed, witten notification of
24 | such intent to the supervisor and obtain a registration
25| identification card reflecting the new party affiliation
26 | subject to the issuance restriction in s. 97.071(4) 3.
27 (4) The supervisor shall make the necessary changes in
28 | the elector's records as soon as practical upon receipt of
29 | such notice of a change of address of |egal residence, nane,
30| or party affiliation and shall issue the new registration
3l | identification card as required by s. 97.071(4) 3).
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Section 3. Section 98.461, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

98.461 Registration form precinct register
contents.--A registration form approved by the Departnent of
State, containing the information required in s. 97.052 shal
be filed al phabetically in the office of the supervisor as the
master list of electors of the county. However, the
registration forns may be mcrofil ned and such mcrofil ns
substituted for the original registration forns; or, when
voter registration information, including the voter's
signhature, is maintained digitally or on electronic, nmagnetic,
or optic nedia, such stored informati on may be substituted for
the original registration form Such microfilns or stored
information shall be retained in the custody of the supervisor
of elections. In the event the original registration forns are
mcrofilned or maintained digitally or on electronic or other
nedi a, such originals may be destroyed in accordance with the
schedul e approved by the Bureau of Archives and Records
Managenent of the Division of Library and Information Services
of the Departnment of State. As an alternative, the information
fromthe registration form including the signature, nay be
el ectronically reproduced and stored as provided in s. 98.451
A conputer printout may be used at the polls as a precinct
register in lieu of the registration books. The precinct
regi ster shall contain the date of the election, the precinct
nunber, and the followi ng i nfornmati on concerni ng each
regi stered elector: last nane, first nane, and m ddl e nane or
initial; party affiliation; residence address; registration
nunber; date of birth; sex, if provided; race, if provided,
whet her the voter needs assistance in voting; and such other
additional information as to readily identify the elector. The
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1| precinct register may also contain a list of the forms of

2| identification approved by the departnent, which nust include,
3| but isnot limted to, a voter registration identification

4| card,a Florida driver's license, or a Florida identification

5] card issued under s. 322. 051;—e+r—another—formof—picture

6 | Hdenti-Hrecation—approved—by—thebepartrent—of—State. The

7| precinct register may al so contain a space for the elector's

8| signature, a space for the initials of the witnessing clerk or
9 | inspector, and a space for the signature slip or ballot

10 | number.

11 Section 4. Section 98.471, Florida Statutes, 1998

12 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

13 98.471 Use of precinct register at polls.--The

14 | precinct register, as prescribed in s. 98.461, may be used at
15| the polls in lieu of the registration books for the purpose of
16 | identifying the elector at the polls prior to allow ng himor
17 | her to vote. The clerk or inspector shall require each

18 | el ector, upon entering the polling place, to present one of

19| the forns of identification which are on the list of forns &
20 | Her+da—driver—st+Heense—aHoridaidentifiecation—ecardissued
21 | under—s—322-051—or—another—ftormof—pireture—ident-Hecation

22 | approved by the Departnent of State pursuant to s. 98.461. The
23 | elector shall sign his or her name in the space provi ded, and
24 | the clerk or inspector shall conpare the signature with that
25| on the identification provided by the elector and enter his or
26 | her initials in the space provided and allow the elector to

27 | vote if the clerk or inspector is satisfied as to the identity
28 | of the elector. If the elector fails to furnish the required
29 | identification, or if the clerk or inspector is in doubt as to
30| the identity of the elector, such clerk or inspector shal

31| follow the procedure prescribed in s. 101.49. The precinct
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register may al so contain the infornmation set forth in s.
101.47(8) and, if so, the inspector shall follow the procedure
required in s. 101.47, except that the identification provided
by the elector shall be used for the signature conparison

Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
101. 62, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anended to read:

101. 62 Request for absentee ballots.--

(4)

(b) As soon as the renmninder of the absentee ballots
are printed, the supervisor shall provide an absentee ball ot
to each el ector by whoma request for that ballot has been
made by one of the foll owi ng neans:

1. By nonforwardable, return-if-undeliverable mail to
the elector's current mailing address on file with the
supervi sor, unless the elector specifies in the request that:

a. The elector is absent fromthe county and does not
plan to return before the day of the election

b. The elector is tenporarily unable to occupy the
resi dence because of hurricane, tornado, flood, fire, or other
energency or natural disaster; or

c. The elector is in a hospital, assisted-living
facility, nursing home, short-term nedical or rehabilitation
facility, or correctional facility,

in which case the supervisor shall mail the ballot by
nonf orwardabl e, return-if-undeliverable mail to any other
address the elector specifies in the request.

2. By forwardable mail to voters who are entitled to
vote by absentee ball ot under the Uniforned and Overseas
Citizens Voting Act.

6
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1 3. By personal delivery to the elector, upon

2| presentation of the identification required in s. 101. 657.

3 4., By delivery to a designee on election day or up to
4] 4 days prior to the day of an election. Any el ector nay

5] designate in witing a person to pick up the ballot for the

6 | el ector; however, the person designated nay not pick up nore
7 | than two absentee ballots per election, other than the

8 | designee's own ballot, except that additional ballots may be
9| picked up for nmenbers of the designee's imediate fanmily. For
10 | purposes of this section, "imediate fam|ly" nmeans the

11 | desi gnee's spouse or the parent, child, grandparent,

12 | grandchild,or sibling of the designee or of the designee's

13 | spouse. The designee shall provide to the supervisor the

14 | written authorization by the elector and a picture

15 ] identification of the designee and nust conplete an affidavit.
16 | The designee shall state in the affidavit that the designee is
17 | aut hori zed by the elector to pick up that ballot and shal

18 | indicate if the elector is a nenber of the designee's

19| imediate famly and, if so, the relationship. The departnent
20 | shall prescribe the formof the affidavit. If the supervisor
21| is satisfied that the designee is authorized to pick up the
22 | ballot and that the signature of the elector on the witten
23 | authori zation natches the signature of the elector on file,
24 | the supervisor shall give the ballot to that designee for
25| delivery to the elector
26 Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 101.64, Florida
27 | Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to read:
28 101.64 Delivery of absentee ballots; envel opes;
29 | form--
30 (1) The supervisor shall enclose with each absentee
31| ballot two envel opes: a secrecy envelope, into which the
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absent el ector shall enclose his or her marked ballot; and a
mai | i ng envel ope, into which the absent elector shall then
pl ace the secrecy envel ope, which shall be addressed to the
supervi sor and al so bear on the back side a certificate in
substantially the follow ng form

Note: Please Read Instructions Carefully Before

Mar ki ng Ball ot and Conpleting Voter's Certificate.

VOTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, ...(print nane)..., do solemmly swear or affirmthat

| ama qualified elector in this election, that | amunable to

attend the polls on election day for a reason authorized by

|l aw or amotherwi se qualified to vote absentee, and that |

have not and will not vote nore than one ballot in this

el ection. | understand that failure to sign this certificate
and have ny signature properly witnessed will invalidate ny
bal | ot .

...(Voter's Signature)..

Note: Your Signature Mist Be Wtnessed By One Wtness 18
Years of Age or Oder as provided in Item7. of the

I nstructi on Sheet.

| swear or affirmthat the elector signed this Voter's

Certificate in ny presence

...(Signature of Wtness)... ...(Printed Nane of Wtness)..

...(Conplete Address)... ...(Area Code and Phone Nunber)...

8
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...(Ctyl/State). .. ...(Date of Birth)...
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Section 7. Section 101.647, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

101. 647 Return of absentee ballots.--

(1) Absentee ballots nust be returned to the
supervi sor of elections by the elector, either in person or by
mail, or by an immediate fam |y nenber or other person

desi gnated by the elector as provided in subsection (2).

(2) If the elector is unable to mail or personally
deliver the ballot, the elector may designate in witing an
i Mmediate fanmily nenber or other & person who may return the

ball ot for the elector; however, the person designated may not
return nore than two absentee ballots per election, other than
t he designee's own ballot, except that additional ballots may
be returned for nenbers of the designee's immediate fanly.

11
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1 | er—stbHnRg—of—the—designee—or—of—the—desighnee-s—spouse—The

2 | desi gnee nust provide to the supervisor the witten

3 | authorization by the elector and a picture identification of
4 | t he desi gnee.

5 (3) For purposes of this section, the term"inmedi ate
6| fam ly" neans the spouse of the el ector or designee, as

7 | applicable, or any parent, child, grandparent, grandchild, or
8| sibling of the elector or designee or of the elector's or

9 | desi gnee' s spouse.

10 Section 8. Section 101.65, Florida Statutes, 1998

11 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

12 101.65 Instructions to absent el ectors.--The

13 | supervisor shall enclose with each absentee ball ot separate
14 | printed instructions in substantially the followi ng form

15

16 | READ THESE | NSTRUCTI ONS CAREFULLY BEFORE MARKI NG BALLOT.

17 1. VERY | MPORTANT. 1In order to ensure that your

18 | absentee ballot will be counted, it should be conpl eted and
19 | returned as soon as possible so that it can reach the
20 | supervi sor of elections of the county in which your precinct
21| is located no later than 7 p.m on the day of the election
22 2. Mark your ballot in secret as instructed on the
23| ballot. You nust mark your own ballot unless you are unable to
24 | do so because of blindness, disability, or inability to read
25 or wite.
26 3. Place your marked ballot in the encl osed secrecy
27 | envel ope.
28 4. Insert the secrecy envelope into the encl osed
29 | mai ling envel ope which is addressed to the supervisor
30 5. Seal the mailing envel ope and conpletely fill out
31| the Voter's Certificate on the back of the nailing envel ope.
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6. VERY | MPORTANT. | n order for your absentee ball ot
to be counted, you nust sign your nane on the |ine above

"(Voter's Signature).";—placethetast—+Four—digtts—of—your

7. VERY | MPORTANT. | n order for your absentee ball ot
to be counted, it nust include the signature, printed nane,

conpl ete address, tel ephone nunber with area code, and date of

birth of a witness 18 years of age or older affixed to the

Voter's Certificate. No candidate may serve as an attesting

Wi t ness.

8.7— Mail, deliver, or have delivered the conpleted
mai | i ng envel ope. Be sure there is sufficient postage if
mai | ed.

9.8~ FELONY NOTICE. It is a felony under Florida |aw
to accept any gift, paynent, or gratuity in exchange for your
vote for a candidate. It is also a felony under Florida law to
vote in an election using a false identity or fal se address,
or under any ot her circunstances nmaki ng your ballot fal se or

f raudul ent.
13
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Section 9. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
101. 68, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anended to read:

101. 68 Canvassi ng of absentee ballot.--

(2)

(c)1. The canvassing board shall, if the supervisor
has not already done so, conpare the signature of the elector
on the voter's certificate with the signature of the el ector
in the registration books to see that the elector is duly
registered in the county and to deternmine the legality of that
absentee ballot. An absentee ballot shall be considered
illegal if it does not include the signature ant—thet+ast—four
th-gi-ts—eof—the—soectat—secur+ty—rnurber of the el ector, as shown

by the registration records, and the signature, printed nane,

conpl ete address, tel ephone nunber with area code, and date of
birth of an attesting witness erther—

However, an absentee ballot shall not be considered illegal if
the signature of the elector or attesting w tness does not

cross the seal of the nmiling envel ope er—f—the—person
wi-thessing—the—batH-ot—is—in—vielation—-of—s—31040443). If the

canvassi ng board deternines that any ballot is illegal, a
nmenber of the board shall, w thout opening the envel ope, mark
across the face of the envelope: "rejected as illegal." The

envel ope and the ballot contained therein shall be preserved
in the manner that official ballots voted are preserved.
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2. If any elector or candidate present believes that
an absentee ballot is illegal due to a defect apparent on the
voter's certificate, he or she may, at any tine before the
ballot is renoved fromthe envelope, file with the canvassing
board a protest agai nst the canvass of that ballot, specifying
the precinct, the ballot, and the reason he or she believes
the ballot to be illegal. A challenge based upon a defect in
the voter's certificate may not be accepted after the ball ot
has been renoved fromthe mailing envel ope.

Section 10. Section 101.685, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is repeal ed.

Section 11. Subsection (3) of section 104.047, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

104. 047 Absentee voting. --

(3) Any person who by mail solicits an elector to vote

absentee without inforning the elector that the el ector nust

swear or affirman oath on the voter's certificate that he or

she is qualified to vote absentee, or who by nmail solicits an

elector to mail or give his or her absentee ballot or absentee

bal | ot request to anyone ot her than the supervisor of

el ections or an authorized designee as provided in s. 101.62

or s. 101.647, is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the first degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. Any

Section 12. This act shall take effect January 1,
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2 HOUSE SUVMMARY

3
Revi ses requirenents of the supervisor of elections when

4 a registration identification card is returned as
undel'i verabl e. Revises requirenments with respect to the

5 forms of identification aPproved for use at a precinct.
Revi ses the voter's certificate and the instructions to

6 absent electors. Provides for the return of absentee
ballots to the supervisor by an inmmediate famly nenber

7 of the elector, Expands the definition of the term
"Imediate famly" apgllcable to provisions relating to

8 delivery of absentee ballots to and return of absentee
bal | ot s by a designee of an elector. Revises the

9 requi renments for legal absentee ballots. Elimnates
absentee ball ot coofdinators. Prohibits solicitation by

10 mai| to vote absentee under certain circunstances or to
mai | or ?lve an absentee ball ot or absentee ball ot

11 request to anyone other than the supervisor or an
aut hori zed designee and provides a penalty therefor

12 Eliminates the prohibition and pena tY relating to .
W tnessing nore. than five absentee ballots in any single

13 el ection. "See bill for details.

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

16
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




