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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public records; creating s.

3 240.554, F.S.; providing an exenption from

4 public records requirenents for account

5 informati on associated with the Florida College

6 Savi ngs Program authorizing the rel ease of

7 such information to conmunity coll eges,

8 col | eges, and universities under certain

9 ci rcunstances; requiring that such institutions
10 mai ntain the confidentiality of the
11 information; providing for future legislative
12 review and repeal ; providing a finding of
13 public necessity; providing an effective date
14
15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16
17 Section 1. Section 240.554, Florida Statutes, is
18 | created to read:
19 240.554 Florida Coll ege Savings Program
20| confidentiality of account information.--Information that
21| identifies the benefactor or designated beneficiary of any
22 | account initiated under s. 240.553 and informati on regardi ng
23| i ndividual account activities conducted through the program
24 | established in s. 240.553 are exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s.
25| 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution. However, the board
26 | may authorize the rel ease of such infornmation to a comunity
27 | college, college, or university in which a designated
28 | beneficiary may enroll or is enrolled. Conmunity coll eges,
29 | coll eges, and universities shall mmintain such infornmation as
30 | exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State
31| Constitution. This section is subject to the Open Gover nnent
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Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15, and is

repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2004, unless reviewed and saved from

repeal through reenactnent by the Legislature before that

dat e.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that the provision of

prograns that foster tinely financial planning for

post secondary education serves a legitinmate public purpose.

The Legislature further finds that public rel ease of

i nformati on about a benefactor or designhated beneficiary of an

account established under the Florida Coll ege Savings Program

or any information about an account established under the

Fl orida Coll ege Savings Program may have a chilling effect
upon the willingness of persons to participate in the program
because such information will unavoi dably contain persona

information. Therefore, it is a public necessity to protect

the confidentiality of such information. The Legi slature finds

that the disclosure of personal financial information or

personal identifying information concerning benefactors and

desi gnhat ed beneficiaries of accounts established under the

Fl orida Col |l ege Savi ngs Program woul d provide access to

i nformati on about such persons which could be used by persons

to conmit acts of fraud upon such benefactors, designated

beneficiaries, or menbers of their famlies. Further,

di scl osure of such informati on constitutes an unwarrant ed

invasion into the lives and personal privacy of program

partici pants. Thus, the harm from providing access to, and

di scl osure of, this informati on outwei ghs any public benefit

that nay be derived frompublic access to this information

The Legislature further finds that sharing confidential

i nformati on concerning participants in the programwth

community coll eges, colleges, and universities, simlarly
2
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serves a public necessity because it facilitates the efficient

admi ni stration of the program enabl es such educationa

institutions to obtain information on program parti ci pants,

and facilitates the paynent of postsecondary costs on behal f

of designated beneficiaries. The Legislature finds that the

di scl osure of such information by a community coll ege,

college, or university would be as detrinmental as if it were

rel eased by the Florida Coll ege Savings Program Accordingly,

i nformati on on benefactors, designated beneficiaries, and

accounts established within the Florida Coll ege Savings

Program nust renmin confidential when obtained by community

col |l eges, colleges, and universities.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on the date
Senate Bill _ , creating the Florida Coll ege Savings
Program or simlar |legislation becones a | aw, and shall not
take effect if such | egislation does not becone a | aw.

R S R R Rk kb O IR IRk S I kS kS

SENATE SUMVARY

Exenpts account infornmation associated with the Florida
Colleg Savings Program from public records requirenents.
Provi des for Such information to be released to community
col l eges, colleges, and universities under certain

ci rcuirst ances. Requires. that ponnunltx col l eges, . .
col l eges, and universities maintain the confidentiality
of the information. Provides for future legislative
review and repeal. Provides a statenent of "public
necessity.
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