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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1644
By Senator CGutnman

314-1007-99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to state taxation; providing
for a credit against residential electric
utility bills; providing conditions with
respect to the credit; providing |egislative
intent; providing an appropriation; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) Each residential electric utility

custoner account of an "electric utility" as defined in

section 366.02, Florida Statutes, receiving active,

residential electric utility service on August 1, 1999, shal

be provided a credit in the ampbunt of $50, payable fromthe

Ceneral Revenue Fund, on the bill for the electric utility

servi ce account in August 1999. The nethod for awarding this

credit shall be as foll ows:

(a) The Florida Public Service Commission shall direct

each electric utility to provide the credit on the electric

utility service accounts of all residential electric service

custoners eligible under this section, wthout exception. The

conm ssion shall devel op appropriate | anguage that describes

the credit on the bill and notifies custoners of the credit

application procedure, nmaking every effort to mnimze, as

much as possible, costs to the utilities. Credits nust be

reflected on the bills rendered by the utility starting on

August 1, 1999, for the applicable custoner accounts as they

are subsequently billed according to the utility's standard

billing cycles, and the credits nust be applied to the bhills

up to the total anmobunt owed each nonth for electric service.
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1| 1f the anpunt of the bill for electric service is less than

2 |50, the remai ning anount of the credit nmust be carried on the
3| account and applied to that account in one or nore subsequent
4| nonths until the total credit has been depleted or unti

5| Cctober 31, 1999. Al credits that remain undistributed after
6| that date, for any reason, nust be accounted for by the

7| utility and returned to the Conptroller no |ater than Novenber
8| 15, 1999.

9 (b) Each electric utility in this state shall, by

10 | August 16, 1999, certify to the Florida Public Service

11| Conmission the total nunber of residential electric utility
12 | accounts active on August 1, 1999.

13 (c) Upon receiving the certification of the total

14 | nunber of active residential electric utility accounts from
15| the utilities, the conm ssion shall cal cul ate the anount of
16 | funds necessary for each electric utility to carry out the

17 | requirenents of this section by nmultiplying the nunber of

18 | residential accounts active on August 1, 1999, by $50. The

19 | conmi ssion shall also calculate the amount of funds all owed
20| for utility conputer reprogranm ng costs to adm nister the

21| credit by nultiplying the nunber of residential accounts

22 | active on August 1, 1999, by 3 cents.

23 (d) The conmission shall produce a list of the

24 | utilities which details the cal cul ated ampunts of funds

25| necessary to provide the $50 credits and reprogranmi ng costs.
26 | The conmmi ssion shall certify this list to the Conptroller, the
27 | President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

28 | Representatives, and the Governor by Septenber 1, 1999. Upon
29 | any specific request of the Conptroller, the President of the
30| Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, or the
31| Governor, the Public Service Comm ssion shall audit the total
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nunber of residential electric utility accounts as fil ed under

par agraph (hb).

(e) The Conptroller shall distribute funds to each

i ndividual electric utility, based on the list submtted by

the commi ssion, on or before Septenber 20, 1999. The

Conptroll er shall nake appropriate adjustnents as funds are

avail able to ensure that an equal anpunt is credited to each

electric utility custoner that is qualified to receive credit

under this section
(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that this
one-tine credit not require any increase or decrease in

current utility rates as established at the effective date of

this act. Before this credit is applied, anbunts owed by each

custoner and gross receipts of electric utilities shall be

cal cul ated without regard to the existence of the credit, to

ensure that the amounts due from each custoner, including, but

not limted to, rates, state and | ocal taxes, franchi se fees,

and any ot her applicable charges, are not affected by the

exi stence of this credit. Furthernore, gross receipts, for

pur poses of the gross receipts tax | evied under section
203.01, Florida Statutes, nust not be affected by the
exi stence of this credit.

Section 2. The sumof $376 nmillion is appropriated

fromthe General Revenue Fund for fiscal year 1999-2000, to be

used in carrying out the purposes of this act. |If these funds

are insufficient to carry out the provisions of this act, the

Adm ni stration Conmi ssion nmay transfer sufficient additional
funds fromthe Wrking Capital Fund.
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provides a one-tine credit in the amount of $50 agai nst
each residential electric utility account. Provides
conditions to receiving the credit. Provides |egislative
intent. Provides an appropriation

© 00 N o O W DN PP

W NNNNNNMNNNNNRRRRERRRERRPR R R
©O © ® N O U N WNEREPRO®©WNOU D WN PR O

w
=

4
CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




