SENATE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS for SB 1656
Anmendnment No.

CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House
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11 | Senator Casas noved the foll ow ng anendnent:

12

13 Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

14 Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

15

16 | and insert:

17 Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 318.14, Florida
18 | Statutes, is anended to read:

19 318.14 Noncrimnal traffic infractions; exception
20 | procedures. --
21 (9) Any person who is cited for an infraction under
22 | this section other than a violation of s. 320.0605(1), s.
23| 320.07(3)(a), s. 322.065, s. 322.15(1), s. 322.61, or s.
24| 322.62 may, in lieu of a court appearance, elect to attend in
25| the location of his or her choice within this state a basic
26 | driver inprovenent course approved by the Departnent of
27 | Highway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles. In such a case,
28 | adj udi cation nust be wi thheld; points, as provided by s.
29| 322.27, may not be assessed; and the civil penalty that is
30 | i nposed by s. 318.18(3) nust be reduced by 18 percent;
31 | however, a person nay not nake an el ection under this
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subsection if the person has nade an el ection under this
subsection in the preceding 12 nonths. A person nmay nmake no
nore than seven five el ections under this subsection. The

requi rement for community service under s. 318.18(7) or under
s. 318.18(8)is not waived by a plea of nolo contendere or by

t he wi thhol di ng of adjudication of guilt by a court.

Section 2. Section 318.1451, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

318. 1451 Driver inprovenent schools. --

(1) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehi cl es shall approve the courses of all driver inprovenent
school s and may nonitor the adm nistration and presentati on by

the driver inprovenent schools, as the courses relate to ss.
318.14(9), 322.0261, 322.02615,322. 095, and 322.291. The

hief I ey L cable—udieial—ei . T
. r o] . F hool e I
jde-etrat—et+rewi-t—A person may engage in the business of

operating a driver inprovenent school that offers

departnment - approved courses related to ss. 318.14(9),
322. 0261, 322.095, and 322.291. Any course curriculumthat is
provisionally or fully approved for use in this state nay only

use t he teachi ng net hodol ogi es or techni ques under which the

curriculumwas originally approved by the departnent. Any

vari ation of teachi ng nethodol ogy or techni que nust be

approved by the departnent and nust be based, in part, upon

statistical evidence that denonstrates effectiveness in

reduci ng crash recidivismor violation recidivism at

statistically significant |evels.

(2) In deternining whether to approve the courses
referenced in this section, the departnent shall consider
course content designed to pronote safety, driver awareness,

2
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acci dent avoi dance techni ques, and other factors or criteria
to inprove driver perfornmance froma safety vi ewpoint.

(3) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehi cl es shall suspend accepting proof of attendance of
courses from persons who attend those schools that do not
teach an approved course. |n those circunstances, a person
who has elected to take courses from such a school shal
receive a refund fromthe school, and the person shall have
the opportunity to take the course at another school. The
Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbdtor Vehicles shall adopt

and enforce rules to adnminister this section, including

procedures for resolving consuner conplaints. In addition, the

departnent may bring appropriate action to enjoin unl awf ul

activities. The departnent shall adopt rules providing for the

i ssuance of a course conpletion certificate nunber to each

person who conpl etes an approved driver inprovenent course

and shall inplenment a systemfor tracking the course

conpl etion certificate nunbers to ensure course conpl etion

certificates are not used by nore than one person and to

assist in the evaluation of course effectiveness.

(4) In addition to a regular course fee, an assessnent
fee in the anpbunt of $2.50 shall be collected by the schoo
fromeach person who enrolls in a departnent-approved driver

i mprovenent course by court order or who elects to attend a
course, as it relates to ss. 318.14(9), 322.0261, 322.291, and
627. 06501, for each person who conpletes the course, the $2.50

assessnent fee whieh shall be renmitted to the Departnent of

H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles and deposited in the H ghway
Safety Operating Trust Fund to administer this programand to
fund the general operations of the departnent.

(5) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
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Vehi cl es shal | its—di+reeted—to perform studies of the driver
i mprovenent courses offered in Florida to determ ne the

effectiveness of such courses on crash and viol ation rates.
The departnent nust report its findings to the Legislature by
Cctober 1, 2002, and at | east once every 5 years thereafter

199+. The departnent shall conduct the effectiveness studies

usi ng general ly accepted statistical evaluation procedures and
nmay ts—atther+zed—toe establish control groups using random
assi gnnent of licensed drivers to test the effectiveness of

t he courses. —and The departnment may shatH—have—the—authority
to suspend the nornmal penalties provided by chapters 316, 318,

and 322 with respect to those persons participating in the
st udi es.
(6)(a) The departnent, courts, |aw enforcenent

agenci es, public schools, clerks of courts, or political

subdi vi sions of the state shall not narket, adverti se,

mai ntain, or provide to the public specific informtion

regardi ng individual driver inprovenent schools, course

providers, or associated entities, except to the extent that

the information is a public record as defined in chapter 119

and thus shall be nade avail abl e upon request pursuant to s.

119.07(1). The departnent shall prepare, provide, and naintain

a reference guide (the "traffic school reference guide".) The

traffic school reference guide shall only:

1. Indicate the statutory benefits provided to those

who elect to attend and conpl ete an approved basic driver

i mprovenent school

2. List the procedure for enrolling in a basic driver

i mprovenent school

3. Provide point system and suspension infornation;

4, Direct all other inquiries to the tel ephone
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di rectory.
(b) Information, literature, references, or orders

regardi ng driver inprovenent schools, course providers, or

rel ated associations or entities nay not be adopted,

di stributed, provided, maintained, or issued by the departnent

or any court, clerk of courts, |aw enforcenment agency, public

school, or governnmental entity unless the reference is only to

the tel ephone directory heading of "Driving Instruction" and

Traffic Schools" or the information or literature is only the

traffic school reference guide. Wien such information is a

public record as defined in chapter 119, it shall be made

avai l abl e upon request pursuant to s. 119.07(1). After January

1, 2000, the information or literature nay only be the traffic

school reference guide or a reference to only the tel ephone

directory heading of "Driving Instruction." No person shal

mar k, annotate, highlight, or otherwise alter the traffic

school reference guide prior to distribution to individua

citizens. Law enforcenent agencies may distribute the traffic

school reference guide with every noving violation citation

This section does not prohibit a court fromordering a person

to attend driver inprovenent training.
Section 3. Section 322.095, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

322.095 Traffic |law and substance abuse education
program for driver's |license applicants.--

(1) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehi cl es nust approve traffic | aw and substance abuse
educati on courses that nust be conpleted by applicants for a
Florida driver's license. The curricula for the courses nust
provide instruction on the physiological and psychol ogi ca
consequences of the abuse of al cohol and other drugs, the
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soci etal and econonic costs of al cohol and drug abuse, the
ef fects of al cohol and drug abuse on the driver of a notor
vehicle, and the laws of this state relating to the operation
of a notor vehicle. Al instructors teaching the courses shal
be certified by the departnent.

(2) The departnent shall conduct studi es eontract—For
an—tndependent—evatuat+on of the traffic | aw and substance

abuse education courses, and shall provide docunentation to

the Legislature by Cctober 1, 2000, and at | east once every 5

years thereafter neasuring course effectiveness. Local DU

prograns authorized under s. 316.193(5) and certified by the
departnment or a driver inprovenent school may offer a traffic
| aw and substance abuse education course. However, prior to
of fering the course, the course provider nust obtain
certification fromthe departnent that the course conplies
with the requirenments of this section. The course provider
nmust offer the approved course at |ocations reasonably
accessible to nost applicants and nust issue a certificate to
t hose persons successfully conpleting the course.

(3) The conpletion of a course does not qualify a
person for the reinstatenent of a driver's |icense which has
been suspended or revoked.

(4) The fee charged by the course provider nust bear a
reasonabl e relationship to the cost of the course. TFhe

I I . o ; g

. I T ol r F o I F !
I ey der—t Lt o e .
(5) The provisions of this section do not apply to any
person who has been licensed in any other jurisdiction or who
has satisfactorily conpleted a Departnent of Education
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driver's education course offered pursuant to s. 233.063.

(6) Each course provider nust collect a $3 assessnent
fee in addition to the enrollnment fee charged to participants
of the traffic |law and substance abuse course required under
this section. The $3 assessnent fee collected by the course
provider nust be forwarded to the departnent within 30 days
after receipt of the assessnent. These funds shall be

deposited into the H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund and

used to adninister and enforce laws regarding the traffic | aw

and substance abuse education courses and for the genera

operations of the departnent.

(7) The departnent shall adopt rules providing for the

i ssuance of a course conpletion certificate nunber to each

person who conpl etes an approved traffic | aw and substance

abuse education course, and shall inplenent a systemfor

tracking the course conpletion certificate nunbers to ensure

course conpletion certificates are not used by nore than one

person, and to assist in the evaluation of course

effectiveness.
Section 4. This act shall take effect October 1, 1999.

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
Del ete everything before the enacting clause

and insert:
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to driving schools; anending s.
318.14, F.S.; increasing the nunber of tines a
person may el ect to take a driver inprovenent
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course; anending s. 318.1451, F.S.; revisi
| anguage with respect to driver inprovenen
school s; anmending s. 322.095, F.S.; revisi
provisions with respect to traffic | aw and
subst ance abuse education programfor driv
license applicants; providing an effective
dat e.
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