Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1688
By Senators Meek, Dawson-Wite, Cowin and Scott

36-1435-99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to unenpl oynent conpensation

3 creating 443.1716, F.S.; requiring the

4 Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security to

5 contract with consuner-reporting agencies to

6 provide creditors with secured electronic

7 access to enpl oyer-provided i nformation

8 relating to the quarterly wages reports;

9 providi ng conditions; requiring consent from
10 the credit applicant; prescribing information
11 that nust be included in the witten consent;
12 limting use of the information rel eased
13 requiring the departnent to establish mininmum
14 audit, security, net worth, and liability
15 i nsurance standards and other requirenents it
16 consi ders necessary; providing that any
17 revenues generated froma contract with a
18 consuner reporting agency nust be used to pay
19 the entire cost of providing access to the
20 information; providing that any additional
21 revenues generated nust be paid into the
22 departnment's trust fund for the admi nistration
23 of the unenpl oyment conpensation system
24 providing restrictions on the rel ease of
25 i nformation under the act; defining the term
26 "consuner -reporting" agency; providing an
27 ef fective date.

28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31
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Section 1. Section 443.1716, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
443.1716 Authorized el ectronic access to enpl oyer

i nfornation. --

(1) Notwithstandi ng any other provisions of this

chapter, the Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security shal

contract with one or nore consuner-reporting agencies to

provide creditors with secured el ectronic access to

enpl oyer-provided information relating to the quarterly wages

report subnitted in accordance with the state's unenpl oynent

conpensation |law. Such access is subject to s. 119.07(1) and
s. 24(a) of Art. | of the State Constitution and the federa
Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C. s. 168la), and is linited
to the wage reports for the preceding 16 cal endar quarters.

(2) Qualified creditors nust obtain witten consent

fromthe credit applicant. Any such witten consent fromthe

credit applicant nust be signed and nust include the

fol | owi ng:
(a) Specific notice that the individual's wage and

enpl oynent history information will be rel eased to an approved

consuner reporting agency;

(b) Notice that such release is nade for the sole

pur pose of reviewing a specific application for credit nmade by

t he i ndi vi dual
(c) Notice that the files of the Departnent of Labor
and Enpl oynent Security contai ni ng wage and enpl oynent history

information subnitted by the individual or his or her

enpl oyers may be accessed; and

(d) Alisting of the parties authorized to receive the

rel eased i nfornmation.
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1 (3) The information rel eased under this section may be
2| used only to support a single consunmer credit transaction for
3| a subscriber to satisfy standard financial underwiting

4 | requirenents or other requirenents inposed upon the subscri ber
5] and to satisfy the subscriber's obligations under applicable
6| state or federal Fair Credit Reporting |laws and rul es

7 | governing this section

8 (4) The Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security

9| shall establish mninmmaudit, security, net-worth, and

10| liability-insurance standards, technical requirenents, and any
11| other terns and conditions consi dered necessary in the

12 | discretion of the state agency to safeguard the

13| confidentiality of the information rel eased under this section
14 | and to otherwi se serve the public interest. The Departnent of
15 | Labor and Enpl oynent Security shall also include, in

16 | coordination with any necessary state agenci es, necessary

17 | audit procedures to ensure that these rules are foll owed.

18 (5) In contracting with one or nore consuner-reporting
19 | agenci es under this section, any revenues generated by such
20| contract nust be used to pay the entire cost of providing
21| access to the information. Further, in accordance with federa
22 | regul ations, any additional revenues generated by the
23 | departnment or the state under this section nust be paid into
24 | the departnent's trust fund for the administration of the
25 | unenpl oynent conpensati on system
26 (6) The departnent may not provi de wage and enpl oynent
27 | history information to any consuner-reporting agency before
28 | the consuner-reporting agency or agencies under contract with
29 | the departnent pay all devel opnent and other startup costs
30| incurred by the state in connection with the design
31
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installation, and adm nistration of technol ogi cal systems and

procedures for the el ectroni c-access program

(7) The release of any information under this section

nmust be for a purpose authorized by and in the manner

permtted by the United States Departnent of Labor and any

subsequent rules or regul ati ons adopted by that departnent.

(8) As used in this section, the term

"consuner-reporting agency" has the sanme neaning as that set

forth in the Federal Fair Credit Reporting Act, 15 U S. C. s.
1681a.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requi res the Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynment Security
to contract with consuner-reporting agencies to provide
creditors with secured electronic access to
enpl oyer - provi ded i nformati on relatlnﬂ to the quarterly
wages rePprts subm tted pursuant_ to the unenpl oynent
cofmmpensation | aw. Specifies conditions, Requires consent
fromthe credit applicant. Prescribes information that
nmust be included in the witten consent and limts the
use of the information rel eased. Requires the departnent
to establish mnimum audi t, securltY net-worth, and
[Tability-insurance standards and ot her requirenents it
consi ders necessary. Provi des t hat any_revenues gener at ed
froma contract wwith a consuner-reporting agency nust be
used to pay the entire cost of providing acCess to the
i nformati on. Provides that anK addi ti onal revenues
enerated nust be paid into the departnent's trust fund
or the adm nistration of the unenpl oynent conpensation
system Provides restrictions on the release o
i nfformati on under the act. Defines the term
"consuner-reporting agency."
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