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SENATE AMENDMVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 1756
Anmendnment No.

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senat or Dawson-VWhite noved the foll owi ng amendnent:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 11, line 6, through page 12, line 25, delete
t hose lines

and insert:

229. 0537 Opportunity Schol arship Program - -

(1) FINDI NGS AND | NTENT. - - The purpose of this section
is to provide enhanced opportunity for students in this state

to gain the know edge and skills necessary for postsecondary

educati on, a technical education, or the world of work. The

Legi sl ature recogni zes that the voters of the State of

Florida, in the Novenber 1998 general election, anended s. 1,

Art. I X, of the Florida Constitution so as to nmake education a

paranount duty of the state. The Legislature finds that the

State Constitution requires the state to provide the

opportunity to obtain a high-quality education. The

Legi sl ature further finds that a student should not be

conpel | ed, agai nst the wi shes of the student's parent or

guardian, to remain in a school found by the state to be

1
2:36 PM  04/12/99 s1756c¢2c-30j 01




© 00 N o O W DN P

W W NRNNNMNNNMNNNRRRRRRR PR P R
P O © 0 ~N O U0 BM WNIERERPRO O ®NOO O M WN R O

SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 1756
Anmendnment No.

failing for 2 years in a 4-year period. The Legi sl ature shal

aut hori ze school districts to participate in the opportunity

schol arship programif they choose to do so by a

super-mpjority vote of the school board nmenbership. |f the

district chooses to participate in the program the

Legi sl ature shall make avail abl e opportunity schol arships in

order to give parents and guardi ans the opportunity for their

children to attend a public school that is performng

satisfactorily or to attend an eligible private school when

the parent or guardi an chooses to apply the equival ent of the

public education funds generated by his or her child to the

cost of tuition in the eligible private school as provided in

paragraph (6)(a). Eligibility of a private school shal

i nclude the control and accountability requirenents that,

coupled with the exercise of parental choice, are reasonably

necessary to secure the educational public purpose, as

delineated in subsection (4).
(2) OPPORTUNITY SCHOARSH P ELIGBILITY.--If a local
school board has chosen to participate in the opportunity

schol arship program a public school student's parent or

guardi an may request and receive fromthe state an opportunity

scholarship for the child to enroll in and attend a private

school in accordance with the provisions of this section if:

(a) By assigned school attendance area or by speci al

assi gnnent, the student has spent the prior school year in

attendance at a public school that has been desi ghated

pursuant to s. 229.57 as performance grade category "F,"

failing to nake adequate progress, and that has had two schoo

years in a 4-year period of such | ow performance, and the

student's attendance occurred during a school year in which

such designation was in effect; or the parent or guardian of a
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student who has been in attendance el sewhere in the public

school systemor who is entering kindergarten or first grade

has been notified that the student has been assigned to such

school for the next school year

(b) The student is a Florida resident; and

(c) The parent or guardi an has obtai ned acceptance for

admi ssion of the student to a private school eligible for the

program pursuant to subsection (4), and has notified the

Departnent of Education and the school district of the request

for an opportunity scholarship no later than July 1 of the

first year in which the student intends to use the

schol ar shi p.

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 1, line 7, after the semcolon

i nsert:
aut hori zi ng school districts to participate in
t he opportunity schol arshi p program by vote of
t he | ocal school board;
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