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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 1773

By Representatives Bronson, Roberts, Dennis, Arnall, D az
de la Portilla, Byrd, Futch, Crist, Ogles, Constantine,
Fasano, Nhrnan ode, Morroni, Peaden, Fl anagan, Pose&

Wal lace, Wse, Maygarden, Dockery, Al exander, Putnam Kelly,
(Addi tional Sponsofrs on Last Printed Page)

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to education; authorizing
di strict school boards to allow the use of an
openi ng or closing nessage at secondary
school -rel at ed, nonconpul sory student
assenbl i es; providing requirenents; providing
| egislative intent; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Any district school board is authorized to

all ow the use of a brief opening or closing nessage, or both,

at any secondary school -rel ated sporting event or

nonconpul sory student assenbly including, but not linmted to,

graduation. Such nessage may not exceed 2 ninutes in |l ength

and may include, but is not limted to, an invocation, prayer,

poetry, or inspirational thought. |If the participating

student body chooses to use such a nessage:

(1) The nessage nust be given by a student vol unteer

chosen by the participating student body.

(2) The content of the nessage nust be prepared by the

student volunteer and shall not be nonitored or otherw se

reviewed by the district school board, its officers, or its

enpl oyees.

The purpose of this act is to allow the students to

participate and direct their own nessage w thout nonitoring or

review by school officials.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Aut hori zes district school boards to allow the use of an
openi ng or cIOS|ng nessage at_ secondary school -rel ated,
nonconpul sory student asSenblies, Provides requirenents
for such nesSages. Provides legislative intent.
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ADDI TI ONAL SPONSCORS

Johnson, Melvin, Ball, Kilner, Cantens, Pruitt, Bitner and
Harri ngt on
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