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Florida Senate - 1999 SCR 1780

By Senat or Rossin

41-352B-99
Senat e Concurrent Resol ution No.
A concurrent resolution anending Joint Rul es 4,
5, and 6 of the Joint Rules of the Legislature.

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida, the
House of Representatives Concurri ng:

That Joint Rules 4, 5, and 6 of the Joint Rules of the
Legi sl ature are anended to read:
JO NT RULES
JO NT RULE FOUR
JO NT LEGQ SLATI VE AUDI TI NG COW TTEE

4.1--Responsibilities

(1) On or before Decenber 31 of the year follow ng
each decenni al census, the Legislative Auditing Committee
shal |l review the performance of the Auditor General and shal
submt a report to the Legislature which reconmends whet her
the Auditor General should continue to serve in office.

(2) The expenses of the nenbers of the committee shal
be approved by the chair of the committee and paid fromthe

appropriation for |egislative expense.
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(3)t4) The conmittee shall submit to the President of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives for
approval an estinate of the financial needs of the commttee,
the Auditor Ceneral, and the Office of Program Policy Analysis

and Governnent Accountability, and the Public Counsel

(4) The approval of budget requests, operating

budgets, changes to approved operati ng budgets, and the

organi zational structure of the commttee and its subordinate

offices, including the Auditor General, the Ofice of Program

Pol i cy Anal ysis and Governnental Accountability, and the

Public Counsel, are under the direct and joint control of the

Presi dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.

(5) The committee nmmy receive requests for audits and

reviews fromlegislators and others. Staff of the conmittee

shal | review each request and nake a reconmendation to the

committee concerning its disposition. The manner of

di sposi ti on reconmended may be:

(a) Assignnment to the Auditor General for inclusion in

a regularly schedul ed agency audit;

(b) Assignnment to the Auditor General for special

audit or review

(c) Assignnment to the Ofice of Program Policy

Anal ysi s and Governnent Accountability for inclusion in a

regul arly schedul ed performance audit;

(d) Assignnment to the Ofice of Program Policy

Anal ysi s and Governnent Accountability for special audit or

revi ew,
(e) Assignnment to committee staff; or

(f) Rejection as being an unnecessary or inappropriate

application of |egislative resources.
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The committee shall provide a reconmendation to the President

of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives

concerning all requests that cannot be addressed under

par agraph (a), paragraph (c), or paragraph (e).

(6) t5) The conmittee may at any tinme, wthout regard
to whether the Legislature is in session, take under
i nvestigation any matter within the scope of an audit either
conpl eted or then being conducted by the Auditor General or
the O fice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nnment
Accountability, and in connection with such investigation my
exerci se the powers of subpoena by | aw vested in a standing
commttee of the Legislature.

(7)t6) The conmittee shall review the performance of
the director of the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and
Governnment Accountability every 4 years and shall subnmit a
report to the Legislature recommendi ng whether the director
shoul d be reappointed. A vacancy in the office nust be filled
in the sane nanner as the original appointnent.

(8) 7 Upon conpletion of the initial program
eval uation and justification review of each state agency
listed ins. 216.0172, Florida Statutes, the Ofice of Program
Pol i cy Anal ysis and Governnent Accountability shall conduct
such reviews only at the direction of the Legislative Auditing
Conmi ttee.

4.2--Annual audit of financial records
(1) The Legislative Auditing Comrittee shall contract
with a certified public accountant |icensed under chapter 473,
Fl orida Statutes, for an annual audit of the financial records
of the Legislative Auditing Conmmttee, the Auditor GCeneral
3
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and the Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nnent
Accountabi lity.
(2) Copies of the audit shall be delivered to the

Presi dent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, the Auditor General or the director of the
O fice of Program Policy Analysis and Gover nnment
Accountability, as appropriate, and the nenbers of the
Legi sl ative Auditing Conmittee.

JO NT RULE FI VE

AUDI TOR GENERAL

5.1--Rul enaki ng aut hority

The Auditor Ceneral shall make and enforce reasonable
rul es and regul ati ons necessary to facilitate audits which he
or she is authorized to perform

5. 2--Budget and accounti ng
(1) The Auditor General shall prepare and submnit
annually to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives Joeint—tegistative—Auti-ting—Cormttee

a proposed operating budget for the ensuing fiscal year. Fhe

(2) Wthin the limtations of the approved operating

budget, the sal aries and expenses of the Auditor General and
the staff of the Auditor General shall be paid fromthe
appropriation for |egislative expense or any other npbneys
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appropriated by the Legislature for that purpose. The Auditor
Ceneral shall approve all bills for salaries and expenses for

his or her staff —except—expenses—of-—nenbers—of—the
tegi-stative-Audi-ting—Conmttee-before the sanme shall be paid.

5.3--Audit report distribution

(1) A copy of each audit report shall be submitted to
the Governor, to the Conptroller, and to the officer or person
in charge of the state agency or political subdivision
audited. One copy shall be filed as a permanent public record
in the office of the Auditor General. In the case of county
reports, one copy of the report of each county office, schoo
district, or other district audited shall be submtted to the
board of county conmi ssioners of the county in which the audit
was made and shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the
circuit court of that county as a public record. Wen an audit
is made of the records of the district school board, a copy of
the audit report shall also be filed with the district schoo
board, and thereupon such report shall becone a part of the
public records of such board.

(2) A copy of each audit report shall be nade
avail able to each nenber of the Legislative Auditing
Conmi ttee.

(3) The Auditor General shall transmit a copy of each

audit report to the appropriate substantive and fisca

commttees of the Senate and House of Representatives.

(4) 3> Oher copies may be furnished to other persons
who, as in the opinion of the Auditor General, nmay be directly
interested in the audit or who nmay have sone duty to perform
in connection therewth.
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(5) The Auditor General shall transnit to the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by January 1 of each year a list of statutory

and fiscal changes recommended by audit reports. The

reconmendat i ons should be presented in two categories: one

addr essi ng substantive |law and policy issues and the other

addr essi ng budget issues. The Auditor CGeneral may al so

transnit recommendations at other tines of the year when the

information would be tinely and useful for the Legislature.
JO NT RULE SI X
OFFI CE OF PROGRAM PCLI CY ANALYSI S AND GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTABI LI TY

6. 1--Responsibilities of the director

(1) The director may adopt and enforce reasonabl e
rul es necessary to facilitate the studies, reviews, and
reports that the office is authorized to perform

(2) The director, with the consent of the Legislative
Auditing Conmittee, may enter into contracts on behal f of the
O fice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nment
Accountabi lity.

(3) The director shall prepare and subnmit annually to
the President of the Senate and t he Speaker of the House of

Representatives the annual projected work plan of the office

in conjunction wth tegistative—Auditing—Cormmttee a proposed
operati ng budget for the ensuing fiscal year. The—ecomrttee
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3 (4) Wthin the limtations of the approved operating
4 | budget, the salaries and expenses of the director and the

5] staff of the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and Gover nnent
6 | Accountability shall be paid fromthe appropriation for

7| legislative expense or any other noneys appropriated by the

8 | Legislature for that purpose. The director shall approve al

9| bills for salaries and expenses before the sane shall be paid.
10 (5) The director shall transnit to the President of

11| the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives hy
12 | January 1 of each year a list of statutory and fiscal changes
13 | reconmended by office reports. The recomendati ons shoul d be
14 | presented in two categories: one addressing substantive | aw
15| and policy issues and the ot her addressi ng budget issues. The
16 | director may al so transnmt reconmendations at other tines of
17 | the year when the infornmation would be tinely and useful for
18 | the Legi sl ature.
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