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Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 1840

By the Committee on Education and Senat or Hol zendorf

304-2061-99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to conmunity coll eges; anendi ng
s. 240.498, F.S., relating to the Florida
Educati on Fund; establishing the Community
Col l ege Faculty Diversity Program providing
for fellowships; requiring an annual
accountability report; requiring service or
repayment; establishing requirenents; requiring
t he adoption of rules; providing an
appropriation to the Division of Community
Col | eges; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature recogni zes the need
for additional ethnic and gender minorities as faculty and
executive, adm nistrative, and managerial personnel in Florida
community col |l eges, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature is interested in
i ncreasi ng the nunber of ethnic and gender minorities enployed
in these positions, and

WHEREAS, national availability statistics indicate a
severe shortage of minorities holding the requisite degrees to
enter the pool of potential faculty and senior-|evel enployees
in Florida community coll eges, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature wishes to establish a
neans to develop, utilize, pronmote, and nmi ntai n human
resources currently enployed in the Florida Community Coll ege
System NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. Subsection (9) is added to section 240. 498,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

240.498 Florida Education Fund.--

(9) There is created the Cormunity Col |l ege Faculty

Diversity Program of the Florida Education Fund, a

col | aborative effort of the State Board of Conmunity Col |l eges

and the Florida Education Fund, to i ncrease the nunmber of

ethnic mnorities and wonen hol di ng doctoral degrees in the

Florida Community Coll ege System The Faculty Diversity

Program shall include, but not be linited to, a fell owship

program whi ch shall receive funds fromthe Division of

Community Colleges, in accordance with criteria adopted by the

State Board of Community Coll eges, to be adninistered by the

Board of Directors of the Florida Education Fund for this

pur pose.
(a) The board of directors shall provide financial

academ c, and other support to individuals selected for

participation in the programfromfunds appropriated for this

pur pose. Administrative costs received by the board of

directors shall not exceed 8 percent of the cost per fell ow

(b) The board of directors nust appropriately

di stribute between sponsoring institutions and sel ected

fellows the funds for the financial support of such fell ows

and subnmit to the State Board of Community Col | eges an annua

report of program expenditures and activiti es.

(c) The sponsoring community coll ege nust agree to

grant the program participant release tine for study and

continue the fellow on the payroll at up to one-half salary,

based on the salary earned by the fellow at the tine of

initial entry into the program and with full benefits.
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(d) Selection of participants nust be nmade in

accordance with policies established by the Florida Education

Fund, adopted by the board of directors for that purpose, and

approved by the State Board of Community Coll eges. Selection

nust be based, in part, on an assessnent of potential for

student success, nerit, and financial need. Such selection

shal | consider representation of participants fromthroughout

the state. First preference shall be given to ethnic

mnorities and candi dates holding credentials to attain

adnmi ssion to, and to conplete, doctoral prograns. Preference

shal|l al so be given to participants enployed by institutions

where ethnic ninorities and wonen are underrepresented in

faculty and executive |l evel positions. Selections shall also

consi der applicants pursuing fields of study consistent with

the goals of the sponsoring institution

(e) Each fellow nust agree in witing to return to the

sponsoring college in the termimediately foll ow ng

conpl etion of the targeted degree to:

1. Render an anopunt of service equal to the cost of

aid provided by the college; or

2. Repay the amount of aid, including salary and

benefits, received fromthe institution and fromthe Florida

Educati on Fund, pursuant to paragraph (f).

(f) Each fellow nust agree in witing that, if the

fellow fails to conplete the targeted degree within the tine

approved by the sponsoring institution or if the fellow fails

to neet the requirenents of paragraph (e), the fell ow nust

repay to the college and to the Florida Educati on Fund an

anount equal to the anmobunt of aid, including salary and

benefits, received fromeach of these entities, including

principal and applicable accrued interest. Repaynent to the
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Fl ori da Educati on Fund nust be consistent with policies and

procedures established by the board of directors.

(g) The State Board of Community Coll eges shall adopt

rules for the inplenentation of this subsection, including

procedures for repaynent of funds to a comunity college by a

fellow who fails to conplete the doctoral degree as agreed or

who, upon conpleting the degree, fails to serve the college as

agreed. Such rules shall address applicable interest rates

and provisions for the exenption of an individual fromthe

requi renents of paragraphs (e) and (f), based on a

denonstrati on of hardship.

Section 2. The sum of $250,000 is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Division of Comunity Coll eges

for Fiscal Year 1999-2000 for the purpose of inplenenting this

act. The State Board of Conmunity Coll eges nust enter into an

agreenent with the Board of Directors of the Florida Education

Fund to inplenent this act which shall provide for a mini num

of 10 fellowships at a nmininumof $23,000 per fellow to defray

the cost of doctoral study and replacenent of community

col | ege enpl oyees granted educational |eave pursuant to this

act. At the discretion of the board of directors, as an

addi ti onal nmeans to increase the nunber of doctoral schol ars

in Florida community coll eges, all owances nmay be made to

provide partial fell owshi ps, equivalent to 10 ful

fell owships, to candidates requiring less than full-tinme study

in order to conplete the doctoral degree. The Board of

Directors of the Florida Education Fund is authorized to enter

into agreenents, at its discretion, with the Sout hern Regi on

Educati on Board (SREB) to support community college fellows

requiring doctoral study in institutions outside of Florida

that participate in the SREB Doctoral Scholars Program Funds
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1| for the fellowship programshall be transnitted to the Florida
2 | Education Fund by the Division of Conmunity Coll eges in

3 | sem annual paynments in July and January of the fiscal year

4 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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9| The Conmittee Substitute:

10 | Aut hori zes the Florida Education Fund to adm ni ster the

11 EghkgrfghpngPgranl rat her than the Sout hern Regi ona

12 quyhge?eﬁgagh{ellomsgip tpdbe athleast_$23,000 gnnually. Pﬂrt
13| college to replgchYheefg?IoméﬁiE ?eE?BEQh?ht and part to the
14 | Appropriates $250,000 for at |east 10 fell owships and up to 8
15 percent administrative costs to the Florida Education Fund.
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