Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1848
By Senator dary

7- 783A- 99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to educational facilities;

3 transferring the SMART School s C eari nghouse

4 fromthe Departnent of Management Services to

5 t he Departnent of Education; anending s.

6 235.15, F.S.; requiring validation of certain

7 surveys; repealing s. 235.186, F.S., relating

8 to effort index grants; amending ss. 235.175,

9 235. 185, 235.188, 235.217, 235.218, F.S.

10 conform ng provisions; deleting obsolete

11 provi sions; repealing s. 235.4355, F.S.

12 relating to SMART Schools Small County

13 Assi stance Program for fiscal year 1998-1999;

14 anending s. 46 of ch. 97-384, Laws of Florida,

15 relating to appropriations for Schoo

16 Infrastructure Thrift Program awards and effort

17 index grants; limting the appropriation to

18 such awards; deleting funding for and

19 references to effort index grants; providing an
20 ef fective date.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Effective July 1, 1999, the SMART School s
25| d earinghouse created by section 235.217, Florida Statutes,
26 | 1998 Suppl enment, and its powers, duties, functions, records,
27 | personnel, property and unexpended bal ances of appropriati ons,
28 | all ocations, and other funds are transferred fromthe
29 | Departnent of Managenent Services to the Departnent of
30 | Education by a type two transfer as defined in section 20.06,
31| Florida Statutes.
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1 Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
2] 235.15, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:
3 235.15 Educational plant survey; l|ocalized need

4 | assessnent; PECO project funding.--

5 (1) At least every 5 years, each board, including the
6 | Board of Regents, shall arrange for an educational plant

7| survey, to aid in fornulating plans for housing the

8 | educati onal program and student popul ation, faculty,

9| adm nistrators, staff, and auxiliary and ancillary services of
10| the district or canpus, including consideration of the |oca
11 | conprehensi ve plan. The Division of Wrkforce Devel opnent

12 | shall docunent the need for additional career and adult

13 | education prograns and the continuation of existing prograns
14 | before facility construction or renovation related to career
15| or adult education may be included in the educational plant
16 | survey of a school district or community college that delivers
17 | career or adult education prograns. Information used by the
18 | Division of Wrkforce Devel opnent to establish facility needs
19 | nust include, but need not be limted to, |abor narket data,
20 | needs anal ysis, and information subnmtted by the schoo
21 | district or community coll ege.
22 (c) Review and vali dati on. - - When—+egui+ret—by—the
23 | Constitution,-The departnent shall review and validate the
24 | surveys of school districts and community coll eges and any
25 | anendnents thereto for conpliance with the requirenents of
26 | this chapter and, when required by the State Constitution
27 | shall recomrend those in conpliance for approval by the State
28 | Board of Education
29 Section 3. Subsections (4), (5), and (6) of section
30| 235.175, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enment, are anended to
31| read
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235.175 SMART schools; Classroons First; |legislative
pur pose. - -

(4) SMART SCHOOLS ASSI STANCE AND OVERSI GHT
CEEARHNGHOUSE. - -1t is the purpose of the Legislature to create
s. 235.217, directing the Departnent of Educati on estabtishing
the—SMART—Schools—Cleartnghouse to assist the school districts

in building SMART schools utilizing functional and fruga

practices. The SMART School s C eari nghouse nust revi ew
district facilities work prograns and projects and identify
districts qualified for incentive funding avail abl e through
effort—ndex—grants—and School Infrastructure Thrift Program
awards; identify opportunities to maxim ze design and
construction savings; devel op school district facilities work
program performance standards; and provide for review and
reconmendations to the Governor, the Legislature, and the

State Board of Educati on
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1 (5) €6y SCHOOL | NFRASTRUCTURE THRI FT (SIT) PROGRAM

2| AWARDS. --1t is the purpose of the Legislature to convert the
3| SIT Program established in ss. 235.2155 and 235.216 to an

4] incentive award programto encourage functional, fruga

5| facilities and practices. Districts that find ways to reduce
6| the cost of, or elininate the need for, constructing

7 | educational facilities can receive SIT Program awards equal to
8 | 50 percent of the anpbunt saved. In addition, districts may

9| submit new schools to receive a SIT Program SMART school of
10| the year recognition award. SIT Programawards will be based
11 | upon recommendati on of the SMART School s O eari nghouse and nay
12 | be used for any authorized capital expenditure.

13 Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
14 | 235.185, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to

15 | read:

16 235.185 School district facilities work program

17 | definitions; preparation, adoption, and anendrment; long-term
18 | work prograns. --

19 (2) PREPARATI ON OF TENTATI VE DI STRI CT FACI LI TI ES WORK
20 | PROGRAM - -
21 (a) Annually, prior to the adoption of the district
22 | school budget, each school board shall prepare a tentative
23 | district facilities work programthat includes:
24 1. A schedule of mmjor repair and renovation projects
25| necessary to maintain the educational plant and ancillary
26 | facilities of the district.
27 2. A schedule of capital outlay projects necessary to
28 | ensure the availability of satisfactory student stations for
29 | the projected student enrollnent in K-12 prograns. This
30 | schedul e shall consider
31
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a. The locations, capacities, and planned utilization
rates of current educational facilities of the district.

b. The proposed | ocations of planned facilities.

c. Plans for the use and location of relocatable
facilities, leased facilities, and charter school facilities.
d. Plans for nultitrack scheduling, grade |evel
organi zation, block scheduling, or other alternatives that

reduce the need for permanent student stations.

e. Information concerning average class size and
utilization rate by grade level within the district that wll
result if the tentative district facilities work programis
fully inplenented. The average shall not include exceptiona
student education classes or prekindergarten classes.

f. The nunber and percentage of district students
pl anned to be educated in relocatable facilities during each
year of the tentative district facilities work program

g. Plans for the closure of any school, including
pl ans for disposition of the facility or usage of facility
space, and anti ci pated revenues.

3. The projected cost for each project identified in
the tentative district facilities work program For proposed
projects for new student stations, a schedule shall be
prepared conparing the planned cost and square footage for
each new student station, by elenentary, niddle, and high
school levels, to the | ow, average, and high cost of
facilities constructed throughout the state during the nost
recent fiscal year for which data is available fromthe
Depart nent of Educati on.

4. A schedule of estimated capital outlay revenues
fromeach currently approved source which is estimated to be

5
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1| available for expenditure on the projects included in the

2| tentative district facilities work program

3 5. A schedul e indicating which projects included in

4] the tentative district facilities work programwi |l be funded
5] fromcurrent revenues projected in subparagraph 4.

6 6. A schedule of options for the generation of

7 | additional revenues by the district for expenditure on

8| projects identified in the tentative district facilities work
9 | program which are not funded under subparagraph 5. Additiona
10 | anticipated revenues nmay include effert—index—egrants;SIT

11 | Program awar ds;and Cl assroons First funds.

12 Section 5. Section 235.188, Florida Statutes, is

13 | anended to read:

14 235.188 Full bonding required to participate in

15| prograns. --Any district with unused bondi ng capacity inits
16 | Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund allocation that

17 | certifies in its district facilities work programthat it wll
18 | not be able to neet all of its need for new student stations
19 | within existing revenues nust fully bond its Capital CQutlay
20 | and Debt Service Trust Fund allocation before it may

21 | participate in Classrooms First or;the School Infrastructure
22| Thrift (SIT) Program—or—the—Efort—tndex—Gants—Program

23 Section 6. Paragraphs (a), (c), (d), and (e) of

24 | subsection (1), paragraph (b) of subsection (3), subsection
25| (4), and paragraphs (d) and (e) of subsection (5) of section
26 | 235.217, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enment, are anended to

27 | read:

28 235.217 SMART (Soundly Made, Accountabl e, Reasonabl e,
29 | and Thrifty) Schools O earinghouse. --

30 (1) (a) The SMART School s d earinghouse is established
31| to assist school districts that seek te—aeecess Schoo
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Infrastructure Thrift (SIT) Program awards pursuant to ss.
235. 2155 and 235. 216 er—effort—intdex—grants—pursuant—to—sS—
235-186. The cl eari nghouse nust use expedited procedures in
provi di ng such assi st ance.

e I ey I e et . I
Fater—than—Novenber—28,—1997 —and-shatH——convene—for—thei+
H+rst—reetingrhnotater—than—becenber—1,—1997

(c) td)y The cl earinghouse is assigned to the Depart nent
of Educati on WManagerment—Serviees for administrative and fisca
accountability purposes, but it shall otherw se function
i ndependently of the control and direction of the departnent,
except as otherwi se provided in chapters 110, 255, and 287 for
agenci es of the executive branch.

(d) te)y The cl eari nghouse may adopt rul es necessary to
carry out its duties, including, but not limted to, rules
relating to design and perfornance standards, the SVART
School s Design Directory, project delivery process, and
prioritization of SIT Program awards.

(3) The clearinghouse shall:

(b) Prioritize school district SIT Program awards and
effort—index—grants based on a review of the district
facilities work prograns and proposed construction projects.

(4) The clearinghouse may not enter into the
day-to-day operation of the Pepartyent—of—Vanagenrent—Services
or—the Departnent of Education and is specifically prohibited
fromtaking part in any of the following activities of a
school district:

(a) The awardi ng of contracts.

(b) The selection of a consultant or contractor or the
prequalification of any individual consultant or contractor
However, the clearinghouse may recomend to the conmi ssi oner
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standards and policies governing the procedure for selection
and prequalification of consultants and contractors.

(c) The selection of the specific |ocation of a
facility.

(5)

(d) The cl earinghouse shall devel op a budget request
pursuant to chapter 216. The budget request is not subject to
change by the Departnent of Education WManragerert—Serviees but
shall be submtted to the Governor and the Legislature al ong
wi th the budget request of the departnent.

(e) The clearinghouse and the Departnent of Education
shal | devel op a an—interagenrey cooperation, collaboration, and
i nformati on-sharing agreenent, as necessary to work out areas
of mutual concern.

Section 7. Subsection (3) of section 235.218, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

235.218 School district facilities work program
perfornmance and productivity standards; devel opnent;
neasur enent; application. --

(3) The clearinghouse shall conduct ongoi ng
eval uations of district educational facilities program
performance and productivity, using the neasures adopted under
this section. If, using these neasures, the clearinghouse
finds that a district failed to performsatisfactorily, the
cl eari nghouse nust recommend to the district school board

actions to be taken to inprove the district's performance. A

r . I : ot I ed . I
enied e Cnd .

Section 8. Section 46 of chapter 97-384, Laws of
Fl orida, is anended to read:
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Section 46. There is hereby appropriated to the
Departnent of Education for fiscal year 1997-1998 the sum of
$150 nillion fromthe General Revenue Fund and, contingent
upon the sale of 1997 school capital outlay bonds pursuant to
s. 235.2195, Florida Statutes, the sumof $450 million from
t he Educational Enhancenent Trust Fund. The purpose of this
appropriation is to fund School Infrastructure Thrift (SIT)
Program awar ds pursuant to the provisions of ss. 235.2155 and

235. 216, Florida Statutes. ;—anrd—effort—index—grants—purstant
I - o . _ Flerid o .
£ o w e C I
I I ’ . Cen e C
shatH—onty—be—funded—+fromtheEducational—Enhancerent—Frust
Funt—appropration—aduthortzed—+n—this—seetion—The funds
appropriated in this section shall not be subject to the
provisions of s. 216.301, Florida Statutes.
Section 9. Section 235.186, Florida Statutes, as
created by section 5 of chapter 97-384, Laws of Florida, is

r epeal ed
Section 10. Section 235.4355, Florida Statutes, as
created by section 19 of chapter 97-384, Laws of Florida, is

r epeal ed
Section 11. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.
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2 SENATE SUMVARY
3 Transfers the SMART Schools Cearin house to the
Depart nent of Education. Requires t Depart nent of
4 Education to val i date school dlstrlct surveys of
educational facilities. Repeals s. 235.186, F.S.
5 relating to effort index grants and makes conformng
changes. Transfers funds Pproprlated by chapter 97-384,
6 Laws of Florida, for effo i ndex grants to Schoo
Infrastructure Thrlft (S T) Program awar ds. Repeal s s.
7 235.4355, F.S., relating to the SMART School s Snal
8 County Assistance Pr ogran1for fiscal year 1998-1999.
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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