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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1888
By Senator Horne

6- 810- 99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to public school funding;
creating the Task Force on Public Schoo
Fundi ng; providing for the appoi ntnent and
organi zation of the task force; specifying
powers and duties; specifying duties of the
Departnent of Education; requiring certain
reports and public hearings; repealing s.
236.081, F.S., relating to the Florida
Educati on Fi nance Program providing an
appropriation; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) The Task Force on Public Schoo
Funding is created to exanine and nmake recommendati ons to the

Governor and the Legislature on the funding of the state

system of public schools. The task force is assigned to the

Ofice of Legislative Services, created by section 11.147,

Florida Statutes, for administrative and fiscal accountability

pur poses.
(2) The task force shall consist of 15 nenbers

sel ected from anong busi ness and conmmunity | eaders and the

Li eut enant Governor and Conm ssi oner of Education, who shal

serve as voting ex officio nenbers. By June 30, 1999, the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives shall each appoint 5 nenbers to serve

for the duration of the task force. |f a vacancy occurs, the

of ficial who had appointnent jurisdiction for the vacated

position shall appoint a nenber to fill the vacancy. Each

appointing authority may renove his or her appointee for
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cause, and shall renpve an appoi ntee who, wi thout cause, fails

to attend three consecutive neetings. Menbers of the task

force shall serve w thout conpensation but are entitled to

rei mbursenent for per diemand travel expenses incurred in the

perfornmance of their duties as provided in section 112. 061,

Fl ori da St at ut es.

(3) The task force shall hold its organi zati ona

neeting by Septenber 1, 1999; and, thereafter, shall neet at

the call of the chair, but shall neet at |east nonthly before

submtting its final recommendati ons. The task force shall be

chaired by a nenber designated by the Governor. The task

force shall elect a vice chair to serve in the absence of the

chair. The task force shall adopt procedures or byl aws

necessary for its efficient operation and nmay appoint

subcomittees fromits nenbership.

(4) The task force shall exanine the funding of state

system of public schools as provided by the Florida Education

Fi nance Program created by section 236.081, Florida Statutes,

and i npl enented by the general appropriations acts. The task

force shall consider at |east the foll ow ng:

(a) The funding of public schools based on their

perfornmance in educating students as evidenced by the

achi eving of equitable outcones that neet the state academ c

achi evenent standards for all students.

(b) The relationship between state funding and | oca

funding for public schools.

(c) The maintenance of funding equity in the

al l ocation of dollars anong school districts and schools.

(d) The acquisition and support of technology to

assist in the instructional process.
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(e) The funding support for parental choice in the

sel ecti on of educational services for children

(f) The results and recommendati ons of public school

fundi ng studi es conducted by nationally recogni zed experts,

groups, and ot her states.
(5) The task force
(a) Shall appoint an executive director, who shal

serve under its direction, supervision, and control. The

executive director shall be the chief adm nistrative officer

of the task force. Subject to approval by the task force, the

executive director shall enploy, direct, and control research

and support staff to serve the task force and its

subcomrittees. All enployees of the task force are exenpt

fromthe Career Service System The Conmi ssi oner of Education

shal | desi gnate personnel of the Departnent of Education to

assist the task force until its staff is enpl oyed.

(b) May enter into contracts or agreenents with

nationally recogni zed school -fi nance experts to serve in a

consul ting and advi sory capacity.

(c) May apply for and accept funds, grants, donations,

expenses, in-kind services, and other val ued goods or services

fromthe governnent of the United States or any of its

agenci es or any other public or private sources. Funds or

servi ces acquired or accepted under this paragraph nust be

used to carry out the task force's duties and

responsibilities.

(c) Shall keep full, detailed, and accurate records

pursuant to chapter 119, Florida Statutes.
(d) By Septenber 1, 2000, shall subnmit draft
reconmendations and, by February 1, 2002, shall submit fina

recommendations to the Governor, the President of the Senate,
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and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. Before

adopting final recommendati ons, the task force shall conduct

at | east one public hearing in each of the five service

regi ons of the Departnent of Educati on between Septenber 1 and

Decenber 31, 2001.

(6) This section expires June 30, 2002.
Section 2. Section 236.081, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is repeal ed effective June 30, 2001, subject to

prior review by the Task Force on Public School Fundi ng.

Section 3. FEffective July 1, 1999, the sum of $800, 000
is appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Ofice of

Legi sl ative Services to cover the expenses of the Task Force

on Public School Funding created by this act.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the Task Force on Public. School Funding and
specifies its nenbershlP and duties. Repeals s. 236.081

S, relating to the Florida Education Finance Program
subject to prior review by the task force. Appropriates
funds to pay the expenses of the task force.
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