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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1896

By Senator Silver

32-1070A-99 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to children and famlies;
creating the Families First program
denonstration project to provide hone visiting
by nurses to first-tine parents and their
infants, for a specified period; providing for
i ntegration and coordi nati on of services with
exi sting prograns; providing for expected
outcones and critical elenents; providing for
speci al i zed services; providing duty of the
Departnent of Health to devel op, inplenent, and
admi ni ster the program authorizing application
for a federal Medicaid waiver; specifying
criteria for inplenentation; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Fanmilies First program --

(1) CREATION.--There is hereby created the Fanilies
First programfor first-tine parents and their newborns. This

programis a primary prevention approach that offers a

postdelivery birth facility visit, a hone visit, and |inkages

to fanily supports for famlies and their newborns. The goa

of the programis to reinforce parenting skills in order to

i mprove normal child devel opment and child heal th out cones.

This service delivery approach nmust be community- based,

col | aborative, and nonduplicative with the intent of

integrating and coordinating services with Florida's Healthy

Start Initiative, Healthy Famlies Florida, and ot her hone
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visiting and fanm |y support service delivery systens al ready

in place in communities.
(2) EXPECTED QUTCOMES. --The Fanilies First programis
designed to increase newborn care skills, to pronote nornm

child devel opnent, to inprove rates of initiation of

i muni zations and well-child-care utilization, to inpart

i nformation regarding planning for future pregnancies, and to

reduce unintentional injuries.
(3) CRITICAL ELEMENTS. --This program shall provide
hone visiting using a nurse provider nodel. The Fanmilies

First program nust:

(a) Begin with one postdelivery birth facility visit

and i nclude one followp hone visit within 14 days after

delivery.
(b) Provide visits with the consent of fanmlies.

(c) Ofer information regarding avail able community

services ranging fromm nimum basic infornation to ongoi ng

services of an intensity and duration to neet the needs of

fam lies and their newborns.

(d) Provide culturally conpetent services.

(e) Provide services that focus on supporting the

parent as well as supporting parent-child interaction and

normal child devel opnent for all children in the famly.

(f) Link families to nedical providers to ensure

optimal health and devel opnent, including tinely

i muni zations, well-child care that includes devel opnent al

assessnent and is consistent with the standards and

periodicity schedul e reconmended by the Anerican Acadeny of

Pediatrics. If eligible for Medicaid, children are referred

for Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnhosis, and Treat nment

(EPSDT) now known as Child Heal th Check-Up
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(g) Select hone visiting nurses because of their

i nterpersonal skills, their know edge of community resources,

their willingness to work in or their experience working with

culturally diverse communities and fanmlies, and their job

skills.
(h) Ensure that hone visiting nurses have core service

delivery conpetencies in areas such as: cultural diversity,

subst ance abuse, child abuse, donestic violence, parent-child

interaction nodels, normal child devel opnent,

subst ance- exposed infants and children, and health and soci al

services in their conmunity.

(i) Ensure that hone visiting nurses have preservice

and ongoing training specific to their role and have

supervi sion for assurance of quality and coordination with

ot her hone visiting prograns.
(4) SPECI AL CONSI DERATI ONS. - - The Fanilies First
program shall incorporate: referral to specialized services

to acconmpbdate for the needs of substance abusing fanilies;

referral for ongoing risk reduction services for famlies with

risk factors that nmake themeligible for Healthy Start or

Healthy Families Florida; referral for other needs as

appropriate; and phone nunbers to call for further assistance.
(5) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - - The Departnent of Health shall
devel op, inplenent, and admi nister a single-site denpbnstration

project for the Famlies First program by choosing a

col |l aborative site. Preference shall be given to a site with a

federal hone visiting programor which has secured grant funds

to target the hone visiting needs of newborns and their

famlies. The departnment shall:
(a) Work jointly with the Agency for Health Care
Adm nistration to seek a federal waiver to secure natching
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funds under Title XIX of the Social Security Act (Medicaid)
for the Fanmilies First program The federal waiver

application shall include all owance to use new and exi sting

general revenue and local contributions. Fanmlies First

program services are not to be considered an entitl enent under

this waiver.

(b) Inplenent the Fanilies First program using the

criteria provided in this section.

(c) Inplenent the Famlies First programin

col |l aboration with local Healthy Start coalitions, Healthy

Famlies Florida, and fanmily preservation and support planning

entities.
(6) The Fanmilies First programshall include the

following criteria for inplenentation:

(a) The programshall be integrated with Healthy Start

and other hone visiting and fam |y support prograns.

(b) The program shall provide outcone and perfornmance

data on the nunber of births, the nunber of fanmlies served,

t he nunber of visits provided, the nunber of fanilies refusing

visits, the relationship with other community hone visiting

providers, and key health outcones for the community to

include i muni zation initiation rates, injury rates, SIDS

deaths and other infant nortality rates, and other information

that the program deens to have been affected by the program

(c) Services provided include a brief assessment of

strengths and needs, encouraging |linkage to other

ri sk-reduction services as appropriate, anticipatory gui dance,

and information on a range of topics, including brain

devel opnent, infant care, sleep position, child care provider

sel ection, parent-child interaction, hone safety, and other

supportive skills.
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(d) The departnent shall link with other statew de

hone visiting evaluation projects to assess the denpnstration

project, using the outconme and process data collected by the

proj ect.
(e) Quality assurance and perfornance i nprovenent must

be an integral part of the | ocal program

(7) Subject to specific appropriation, the Fanlies

First denonstration project shall be inpl enented begi nning

January 1, 2000. No part of this act shall be inpl enented

unl ess funding is appropriated therefor

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Creates the Famlies First Pr ogram denonstration project,
under  t he Departnent of alth, to provide for hone
V|s|t|ng b¥ nurses to first-tine parents and their

wbornS, for the purpose of strengthening famlies
|nprovrng newborn care skills, promoting nornal chi
devel opnent, and inproving child. heal th outcones.
Provi des for |ntegrat|on Wi_th existing prograns, such as
Heal t hy Start and Heal th Y Fam |lies Florida, and for |inks
to othe fam preserva i on and support services in the
comunity and to ned |ca ﬂrovr ders. Directs the
departnment to work with the Agency for Health Care
Adm nistration to seek a federal waiver to utilize
Medi caid fundin g for the program Provides for
i mpl emrent ation t he denonstration project beginning
January 1, 2000, |f specific appropriation is provided.
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