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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 1929

By the Committee on Uilities & Conmunications and
Represent ati ve Roj as

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to conmunications networks and
i nformation technol ogi es; establishing a task
force in the Departnent of Managenent Services;
providing for representation; providing
responsibilities; providing for neetings of the
task force; providing for support staff for the
task force; requiring reports; providing for
the dissolution of the task force; providing an
appropriation; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, devel opnents in communi cati ons networks and
i nformation technol ogi es have a profound effect on the lives
of Floridians and this state wishes to ensure that the maxi num
benefits of such networks and technol ogies will be availabl e
to Floridians, and

WHEREAS, it is the goal of this state to foster the
free-nmarket devel opnent of the Internet, Internet Il, and
ot her advanced informati on and conmuni cati ons networks and
t echnol ogi es, to encourage infornmation technol ogy devel opnent
within Florida, to attract high technol ogy industries to
|ocate in Florida, and to establish Florida as the favored
site for Internet and technol ogy conferences, and

WHEREAS, it is the goal of this state to pronote
teacher Internet preparedness and Internet literacy for K-12
students, to position Florida's technical schools, coll eges,
and universities to advance the devel opnent of conmunications
and i nformation technol ogies, and to train outstandi ng
t eachers, workers, and |l eaders in those fields, and

WHEREAS, it is the goal of this state to ensure that
Florida's civil and crinminal |aws protect the security of
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Fl oridi ans and not inhibit the devel opnment or use of

communi cati on networks and i nformation technologies and to
assure that | aw enforcenent is adequately prepared and funded
to detect, prevent, and prosecute Internet crinme, NOW
THEREFORE:

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) There is hereby created the

I nformati on Service Technol ogy Devel opnent Task Force which

shall be located within the Departnent of Managenent Services

for the purpose of developing policies that will benefit

residents of this state by fostering the free-narket

devel opnent and beneficial use of advanced conmuni cati ons

networks and information technologies within this state. The

task force shall be conposed of 34 nenbers as foll ows:

(a) The Attorney Ceneral, the executive director of

the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent, the Chancellor of

the State University System the Commi ssi oner of Education

the executive director of the State Board of Community

Col |l eges, the director of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

Econoni c Devel oprment, the executive director of the Departnent

of Revenue, a representative of the Florida Council of

Anerican El ectronics Association, a representative of the

Florida Internet Providers Association, a representative of
the United States Internet Council, the chair of the State
Technol ogy Council, and the secretary of the Departnent of

Managenent Servi ces.

(b) The President of the Senate shall appoint one

nenber fromeach of the following categories: a

facilities-based interexchange tel econmuni cati ons conpany, a
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Wi rel ess tel econmruni cati ons conpany, an alternative |ocal

exchange tel ecomuni cati ons conpany, an internet service

provider with nore than one mllion custoners, the

entertai nnent industry, a conputer or telecomunications

manuf act uri ng conpany, and one nenber of the Florida Senate.

(c) The Speaker of the House of Representatives shal

appoi nt one nenber fromeach of the followi ng categories: a

cable television provider, a conputer software conpany, the

banki ng i ndustry, an internet search engi ne conpany, a |oca

exchange tel ecomuni cations conpany, the tourist industry, and

one nenber of the House of Representatives.

(d) The CGovernor shall name the chair, and appoint

nenbers as follows: one college student who relies on the

Internet for personal or acadenic use and seven nenbers as

determ ned by the Governor to appropriately represent

t echnol ogy providers, manufacturers, retailers, and users.

(2) The task force shall exist for 2 years and shal

neet at |east four tines per year. Failure of a nenber to

participate in three consecutive neetings shall result in the

nenber's repl acenent by the Governor. The task force is

encouraged to inplenent electronic bulletin boards and ot her

neans for the exchange of ideas throughout the year

(3) The task force shall devel op overarching

principles to guide state policy decisions with respect to the

free- nar ket devel opnent and beneficial use of advanced

communi cati ons networks and i nformation technol ogi es, identify

factors that will affect whether these technol ogies will

flourish in Florida, and devel op policy recomendati ons for

each factor.
(4) By February 14 of cal endar years 2000 and 2001
the task force shall subnit a report to the Governor, the
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President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives outlining principles, policy recommendati ons,

and any suggested legislation. The task force may devel op and

publ i sh other docunents throughout the year
(5) The State Technol ogy Ofice within the Departnent
of Managenent Services shall provide support staff for the

task force and pronote public awareness of the devel opnent of

principles and policy recomendati ons by the task force. The

State University Systemshall assist the task force as

necessary.
(6) The task force shall dissolve effective July 1,

2001.

Section 2. The sum of $375,100 is hereby appropriated

fromthe General Revenue Fund to the State Technol ogy Ofice

in the Departnent of Managenent Services and four positions

are created in the departnent for the purpose of carrying out

the provisions of this act.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Creates the Info
Task Force withi
for_ the purpose

tion Service Technol ogy Devel opnent
he Departnent of Managenent Services

] ] devel oping policies that will benefit
residents of thi tate by fostering free-nmarket ]
devel opnent and beneficial use of advanced communi cati ons
networ ks and information technology within this state.
See bill for details.
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