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By the Conmittee on Col|eges & Universities and
&g resentatives Casey, J. MITler, Lawson, Bense, Dennis and
ers

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the State University System
3 anending s. 110.1099, F.S.; revising provisions
4 relating to tuition waivers for state

5 enpl oyees; anending s. 121.35, F.S.; expanding
6 eligibility for participation in the optiona

7 retirenent programfor the State University

8 System anending s. 240.209, F.S., relating to
9 the powers and duties of the Board of Regents;
10 revising provisions relating to tuition waivers
11 for enployees of the State University System
12 prohibiting a school, college, or center at a
13 state university frombeing naned for a living
14 person unl ess approved by the Board of Regents;
15 anendi ng s. 240.2093, F.S.; revising provisions
16 relating to the issuance of bonds by a direct
17 support organi zation; anmending s. 240.2094,

18 F.S.; requiring the Board of Regents to provide
19 the general office of the Board of Regents an
20 approved budget; requiring the general office
21 to devel op an annual operating budget;
22 requiring the transfer of funds to the genera
23 of fi ce upon request of the Board of Regents;
24 anmendi ng s. 240.2111, F. S.; deleting the
25 requi rement that the Board of Regents and
26 universities pronulgate rul es regarding
27 enpl oyee recognition prograns; requiring each
28 university to establish an enpl oyee recognition
29 program anending s. 240.227, F.S.; providing a
30 definition of "continuing contract" for
31 purposes of a university president's
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1 contracting authority; anending s. 240.233,

2 F.S., relating to university adm ssions;

3 providing for the recal cul ation of high schoo

4 grade poi nt average upon request; anending s.

5 240. 271, F.S., relating to State University

6 System fundi ng; providing requirenents for

7 funds generated by students using an enpl oyee

8 fee waiver; anending s. 240.272, F.S.; revising

9 provisions relating to the carryforward of

10 unexpended funds; anending s. 240.289, F.S.

11 nodi fyi ng provisions relating to the use of

12 credit cards and debit cards in the university

13 system anending s. 240.299, F.S.; nodifying

14 provisions relating to the financing, design

15 and construction, |ease, |ease purchase,

16 purchase, or operation of facilities by direct

17 support organi zations; repealing s. 240.5335,

18 F.S., relating to the Wnen's Athletic Trust

19 Fund; amending s. 413.613, F.S., relating to
20 the Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Rehabilitation
21 Trust Fund; revising requirenents relating to
22 programrevi ew, anmending s. 471.005, F.S.
23 revising the definition of "engineering"
24 providing an effective date.
25
26 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 110.1099, Florida
29 | Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended, subsections (2) through
30| (5) of said section are renunbered as subsections (3) through
31| (6), respectively, and a new subsection (2) is added, to read:
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1 110. 1099 Education and training opportunities for

2 | state enpl oyees. - -

3 (1) Education and training are an integral conponent
4] in inproving the delivery of services to the public.

5| Recogni zing that the application of productivity-enhancing

6 | technol ogy and practice demand conti nuous educational and

7 | training opportunities, state enployees nay be authorized to
8 | recei ve fundable—tuttioen—waivers—on—aSspace—ava-tabte—basis—or
9 | vouchers to attend work-rel ated courses at public

10 | universities. Student—ecredirt—hours—generatetd—by—state—enptoyee
11 | fee—waivers—shalHt—befundabte—credit—hours—

12 (2) Pursuant to provisions of the Genera

13 | Appropriations Act and the negotiated coll ective bargaining
14 | agreenents between the Governor and the respective bargaining
15 ) units, state agencies are authorized to i ssue waivers to

16 | full-tinme enpl oyees to pernmit such enpl oyees to enroll for up
17 ) to 6 credit hours of tuition-free courses per termat a state
18 | university on a space-avail abl e basi s.

19 Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
20| 121.35, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:
21 121.35 Optional retirenent programfor the State

22 | University System --

23 (2) ELIGABILITY FOR PARTI Cl PATI ON I N OPTI ONAL

24 | PROGRAM - -

25 (a) Participation in the optional retirenent program
26 | provided by this section shall be limted to persons who are
27 | otherwi se eligible for nenbership in the Florida Retirenent
28 | System who are enpl oyed or appointed for no | ess than one

29 | acadenmi c year; and who are enployed in one of the follow ng
30| State University System positions:

31
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1. Positions classified as instructional and research
faculty which are exenpt fromthe career service under the
provisions of s. 110.205(2)(d).

2. Positions classified as adm nistrative and
prof essi onal which are exenpt fromthe career service under

the provisions of s. 110.205(2) (d) —provided—that—oenty—those
- I heludedi I . .

© 00 N O O W DN PP

22 3. The Chancellor and the university presidents.

23 Section 3. Subsection (7) of section 240.209, Florida
24 | Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended, and subsection (10) is
25| added to said section, to read:

26 240. 209 Board of Regents; powers and duties. --

27 (7) Pursuant to provisions of the Genera

28 | Appropriations Act and negotiated coll ective bargai ni ng

29 | agreenents,the Board of Regents is authorized to pernit

30| full-tinme State University System enpl oyees who—reet—academ—¢
31 | regui+rerrents to enroll for up to 6 credit hours of
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tuition-free courses per termat a state university on a

space- avai |l abl e basis.
(10) No school, college, or center at a state

university shall be naned for a living person unl ess approved

by the Board of Regents.
Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 240.2093, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 2093 Board of Regents; issuance of bonds pursuant
tos. 11(e), Art. VII, State Constitution.--

(2) The Board of Regents may approve the issuance of
revendte bonds er—ether—forns—of—indebtedness by a
di rect -support organi zati on when such revente bonds er—ether
ferns—of—indebtedness are used to finance or refinance capita
projects which are to provide facilities necessary and
desirable to serve the needs and purposes of the university,
as determ ned by the systemni de strategic plan adopted by the
Board of Regents, and, when operating funds or funds to

purchase the facility will be requested fromthe state, the

Legi sl ature has approved the project. Approval of such bonds
shal |l be subject to the provisions of s. 243. 151 theprojeet
has—been—apptroved—by—thetegistature.

Section 5. Subsections (1) and (2) of section
240.2094, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

240. 2094 State University System nmanagenent

flexibility.--

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of ss. 216.031
216. 181, 216.262, and 240.271 to the contrary and pursuant to
the provisions of s. 216.351, but subject to any guidelines
i mposed in the General Appropriations Act, funds for the
operation of the State University System shall be requested
and appropriated within budget entities, program conponents,

5
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1| program categories, lunp sums, or special categories. Funds

2| appropriated to the State University System for each program
3| category, lunmp sum or special category nmay be transferred to
4 | traditional categories for expenditure by the Board of

5| Regents. The Board of Regents shall provide each university

6 | and the general office of the Board of Regents an approved

7 | budget based upon the appropriations act, and the universities
8 | and the general office shall devel op an annual operating

9 | budget that allocates funds by program conponent and

10| traditional expenditure category.

11 (2) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 216.181 and
12 | pursuant to the provisions of s. 216.351, but subject to any
13 | requirenents inposed in the General Appropriations Act, no

14 | lunp-sumplan is required to inplenent the special categories,
15 | program cat egori es, or |unp-sum appropriations. Upon rel ease
16 | of the special categories, program categories, or |unp-sum
17 | appropriations to the Board of Regents, the Conptroller, upon
18 | the request of the Board of Regents, shall transfer or

19 | reallocate funds to or anong accounts established for each

20 | university and the general office of the Board of Regents

21| within each budget entity, for disbursenent purposes. The

22 | Board of Regents shall nmaintain records to account for the

23 | original appropriation

24 Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
25| 240. 2111, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

26 240. 2111 Enpl oyee recognition program --

27 (1)(a) Notwi thstanding the provisions of s. 110.1245,
28 | the—Board—of—Regents—and each university shall establish

29 | promutgate—+utes—for an enpl oyee recognition program which

30 | provides for the foll owi hg conponents:

31
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1. A superior acconplishnment conmponent to recognize
enpl oyees who have contri buted outstandi ng and neritorious
service in their fields, including those who have nade
exceptional contributions to efficiency, econony, or other
i mprovenent in State University System operations. No cash
award under the superior acconplishnment conponent of the
program shal | exceed $1, 000, excluding applicable taxes.

2. A satisfactory service conponent to recognize
enpl oyees who have achi eved increnents of 5 continuous years
of satisfactory service to the Board of Regents, university,
or state in appreciation and recognition of such service. No
cash award granted under the satisfactory service conponent
shal | exceed $50, excluding applicabl e taxes.

Section 7. Subsection (12) of section 240.227, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

240. 227 University presidents; powers and duties.--The
president is the chief admnistrative officer of the
university and is responsible for the operation and
adm ni stration of the university. Each university president
shal | :

(12) Approve and execute contracts for the acquisition
of commodities, goods, equipnent, services, |eases of real and
personal property, and construction to be rendered to or hy
the university, provided such contracts are nade pursuant to
rules of the Board of Regents, are for the inplenentation of
approved progranms of the university, and do not require
expenditures in excess of $1 million. The acquisition may be
made by installnment or |ease-purchase contract. Such
contracts may provide for the paynent of interest on the
unpai d portion of the purchase price. Notwi thstandi ng any
ot her provisions of this subsection, university presidents

7
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1| shall conply with the provisions of s. 287.055 for the

2 | procurenent of professional services and may approve and

3| execute all contracts for planning, construction, and

4 | equi prrent for projects with building prograns and construction
5| budgets approved by the Board of Regents. For the purposes of
6| a university president's contracting authority, a "continuing
7| contract” shall be a contract for professional services under
8| the provisions of s. 287.055 for projects for which the

9| construction costs do not exceed $1 nillion or for study

10 | activity for which the fee does not exceed $100, 000.

11 Section 8. Subsection (8) is added to section 240. 233,
12 | Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, to read:

13 240.233 Universities; adnm ssions of students.--Each

14 | university shall govern adm ssions of students, subject to

15 ) this section and rules of the Board of Regents.

16 (8 A Florida resident who is deni ed adni ssion as an

17 | undergraduate to a state university for failure to neet the

18 | hi gh school grade point average requirenent nay appeal the

19 | decision to the university and request a recal cul ation of the
20 | grade point average to include the grades earned in up to

21 | three credits of advanced fine arts courses. The university

22 | shall provide the student a description of the appeal s process
23 | upon notification of the adni ssions decision. The university
24 | shall recalculate the student's grade point average using the
25| additional courses and advi se the student of any change in the
26 | student's adni ssion status. For purposes of this section, fine
27 | arts courses include courses in nusic, dram, painting,

28 | scul pture, speech, and debate, or a course in any art form

29 | that requires nanual dexterity. "Advanced level fine arts

30 | courses" include fine arts courses identified in the course

31| code directory as Advanced Pl acenent, pre-lnternationa
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Baccal aureate or International Baccal aureate, and fine arts

courses taken in the third or fourth year of a fine arts

curriculum

Section 9. Subsection (7) is added to section 240.271
Fl orida Statutes, to read

240. 271 State University System funding.--

(7) Student credit hours generated by a student using

an enpl oyee fee waiver issued pursuant to the provisions of s.
110. 1099 or s. 240.209 shall be funded as provided in the
Ceneral Appropriations Act.

Section 10. Section 240.272, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 272 Carryforward of unexpended
funds. --Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of s. 216.301 to the

contrary, the Executive Ofice of the Governor shall, on July
1 of each year, certify forward all unexpended funds
appropriated or provided pursuant to s. 240.209 or s. 240.271
for the State University System Any unexpended funds in the
current year operating budget, including unexpended student
fee revenues, shall be carried forward by the Board of Regents
for use by the university and the general office of the Board

of Regents to which the funds were allocated. O the
unexpended funds certified forward, any unencunbered anounts
may be transferred to university carryforward accounts on
Septenber 1 of each year. Any certified forward funds
renmai ni ng undi shursed on Decenber 31 of each year shall be
transferred to university carryforward accounts.

(1) Such carryforward shall not exceed 5 percent of
the total operating budget of the university or the genera

office. Funds carried forward pursuant to this section shal
be expended for building an escrow account for major equi pnent
9
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purchases; for scientific, technical, or other equipnent; for
mat chi ng chal | enge grant prograns; for library resources; for
m nor repairs, renovations, or naintenance; for mmjor studies
or planni ng processes; for nmintaining access to course
offerings in the event of a revenue shortfall; or for
expandi ng access to course offerings, as approved by the Board
of Regents.

(2) No university or the general office shall be

penalized in the all ocation of subsequent funds as a result of
the carryforward of an unexpended bal ance.

Section 11. Section 240.289, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240.289 Credit card, charge card, and debit card use
in university system authority.--

(1) The several universities in the State University
System are aut horized, pursuant to s. 215.322, to enter into
agreenents and accept credit card, charge card, or debit card
payments as conpensation for goods, services, tuition, and
fees in accordance with rules established by the Board of
Regent s.

(2) In addition to the provisions of subsection (1),

the several universities are also authorized to accept credit

cards or debit cards, or both, for the paynment of tuition and

fees without the inposition of a convenience fee for such card

services. The cost incurred by the several universities in

acceptance of credit cards and debit cards is authorized to be

absorbed by the universities as a cost of conducting busi ness.

The universities may utilize any source of nonappropriated

funds to cover the costs of acceptance of such credit cards or

debit cards. Universities are further authorized to negotiate

credit card and debit card contracts with fi nanci al
10
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i nstitutions whereby a conpensating bal ance may be placed on

deposit with the financial institution to cover the costs of

acceptance of credit cards and debit cards. The severa

universities are authorized to accept credit card and debit

card paynents at any location at which collections are

transacted for the conpensati on of goods, services, tuition

and fees, either in person or by el ectronic neans.
Section 12. Subsection (5) of section 240.299, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

240. 299 Direct-support organi zations; use of property;
board of directors; audit; facilities.--

(5) FACILITIES.--In addition to issuance of bonds
indebtedness pursuant to s. 240.2093(2), each direct-support
organi zation is authorized to enter into agreenents to

finance, design and construct, |ease, |ease-purchase,
purchase, or operate facilities necessary and desirable to
serve the needs and purposes of the university, as detern ned
by the systemni de strategic plan adopted by the Board of
Regent's, upon approval of such agreenents by the Board of
Regents and, when operating funds or funds to purchase the

facility will be requested fromthe state, approval of the

project by the Legislature. Such agreenents are subject to the
provi sions of s. 243.151.

Section 13. Section 240.5335, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed

Section 14. Subsection (4) of section 413.613, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

413.613 Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Rehabilitation
Trust Fund. - -

(4) The Board of Regents shall establish a program

admi ni strati on review process ant—ay—atHocate—tup—to-$16,0066
11
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of—sueh—funds—for—an—overaH—program+teview whi ch shall weutd

i nclude: an annual & prospective program plan with goals,
research design, and proposed outcones, a proposed budget, ant

an annual report of research activities and findings, and an
annual end-of-year financial statenent. Prospective program

pl ans shall be submitted to the Board of Regents, and funds
shal | be rel eased upon acceptance of the proposed program
pl ans. The annual report of research activities and findings
shall be submtted to the Board of Regents, with the executive
summari es submtted to the President of the Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the secretary of
t he Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security.

Section 15. Subsection (6) of section 471.005, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

471.005 Definitions.--As used in ss. 471.001-471. 037,
the term

(6) "Engineering"” includes the term "professiona
engi neeri ng" and neans any service or creative wrk, the
adequat e performance of which requires engi neering education
training, and experience in the application of special
know edge of the mathematical, physical, and engi neering
sciences to such services or creative work as consul tation
i nvestigation, evaluation, planning, and design of engineering
wor ks and systens, planning the use of |and and water

engi neeri ng surveys, and the inspection of construction for
t he purpose of determining in general if the work is
proceeding in conpliance with drawi ngs and specifications, any
of which enbraces such services or work, either public or
private, in connection with any utilities, structures,
bui | di ngs, machi nes, equi pnent, processes, work systens,

12
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1| projects, and industrial or consuner products or equi prment of
2| a nechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thernmm

3 | nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or
4 | property; and includes such ot her professional services as nay
5| be necessary to the planning, progress, and conpletion of any
6 | engi neering services. A person who practices any branch of

7 | engi neering; who, by verbal claim sign, advertisenent,

8| letterhead, or card, or in any other way, represents hinself

9| or herself to be an engi neer or, through the use of sone other
10| title, inplies that he or she is an engineer or that he or she
11 ) is registered under ss. 471.001-471.037; or who holds hinself
12 | or herself out as able to perform or does perform any

13 | engi neering service or work or any other service designated by
14 | the practitioner which is recognized as engi neering shall be
15| construed to practice or offer to practice engineering within
16 | the neaning and intent of ss. 471.001-471.037.

17 Section 16. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
18
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2 HOUSE SUMVARY
Revi ses provi sions re!atlnP_to tuition waivers for state

4 enpl oyees. Expands eligibility for participation in the
optiohal retirement programfor the State University

5 System Revises provisions relating to tuition_waivers
for enployees of the State University System Prohibits a

6 school, college, or center at a state uhiversity from
being naned for a Living person unless approved bY t he

7 Board of Regents. Reviseées provisions relating to the
i ssuance of "bonds by a university direct support ]

8 organi zation. Requites the Board of Regents to provide
the general office of the Board of Regénts an approved

9 budget. Requires the general office t0 devel op ah annua
operating budget. Requires the transfer of funhds to the

10 Egneral of ficé upon request of the Board of Regents.

| etes the requirenent that the Board of Regents and

11 universities pronul gate rul es regardi ng enpl oyee
recognition prograns. Requires each university to

12 est abl i sh an_enpl oyee recognition program Provides a
definition of "continuing Contract” for purposes of a

13 university president's contracting authority. Provides
for the recal cul ati on of high school grade point average

14 upon request. Provides requirenents for funds generate
by students using an enPonee fee wai ver. ReviSes

15 PrOV|S|ons_reIat|ng to the carryformard of unexpended
unds. Modifies provisions relating to university system

16 use of credit cards and debit cardS. Modifies provisions
relatlnP to the financing, design and construction

17 | ease, ['ease purchase, purchase, or operation of
facilities by unlverS|t¥_d|rect supggrt or gani zati ons.

18 Repeal s provisions relating to the men' s Athletic Trust
Fund.  Revises requirenents relating to brain and spina

19 cord injury rehabilitation programreview Revises the
definition” of "engineering."
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