Florida Senate - 1999 SB 1946
By Senator Diaz-Bal art

37-1412-99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to nental health and substance

3 abuse services; anending s. 394.66, F.S.

4 confornming a reference to the renam ng of a

5 departnent; amending s. 394.74, F.S.

6 aut hori zi ng the Departnent of Children and

7 Fam |y Services to use unit cost nethods of

8 payrments in contracts for nental health and

9 subst ance abuse services; anmending s. 394.78,

10 F.S.; directing the departnent to adopt certain

11 rules; directing the departnent to propose

12 revisions to part IV of chapter 394, F.S.

13 relating to community al cohol, drug abuse, and

14 nmental health services; providing for a

15 wor kgr oup; providing an effective date.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18

19 Section 1. Subsections (3) and (7) of section 394.66
20| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
21 394.66 Legislative intent with respect to al cohol
22 | drug abuse, and nental health services.--It is the intent of
23| the Legislature to:
24 (3) Ensure that all activities of the Departnent of
25| Children Heatth and Fam | y Rehabititative Services and its
26 | contractors are directed toward the coordination of planning
27 | efforts in alcohol, drug abuse, and nental health treatnent
28 | servi ces.
29 (7) Include al cohol, drug abuse, and nental health
30 | services as a conponent of the integrated service delivery
31
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1| system of the Departnent of Children Heatth and Family

2 | Rehabit+itati-ve Services.

3 Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 394.74, Florida
4| Statutes, is anended to read:

5 394.74 Contracts for provision of local alcohol, drug
6 | abuse, and nental health progranmns. --

7 (2)(a) Contracts for service shall be consistent with
8 | the approved district plan and the service priorities

9| established in s. 394.75(4).

10 (b) Notwithstanding s. 394.76(3)(a) and (c), the

11 | departnent nay use unit cost nethods of payment in contracts
12 | for purchasing nental health and substance abuse services

13 | t hrough June 30, 2000. The unit cost contracting system nust
14 | account for those patient fees that are paid on behalf of a
15| specific client and those that are earned and used by the

16 | provider for those services funded in whole or in part by the
17 | depart nent.

18 (c) The departnent may rei nburse actual expenditures
19| for start-up contracts and fixed capital outlay contracts in
20 | accordance with contract specifications.
21 Section 3. Subsection (6) is added to section 394. 78,
22 | Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, to read:
23 394.78 Qperation and adninistration; personne
24 | standards; procedures for audit and nonitoring of service
25 | providers; resolution of disputes.--
26 (6) The departnent shall, by rule, establish standards
27 | for contracting, budgeting, nethods of paynent, and the
28 | accounting of patient fees that are earned on behalf of a
29 | specific client.
30 Section 4. The Departnent of Children and Fanily
31| Services is directed to propose statutory revisions to part |V
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of chapter 394, Florida Statutes, pertaining to the overal

financing and contracting structure for publicly funded nenta

heal th and substance abuse services. OGther areas to be

reviewed for this statutory proposal are: priority popul ation

groups for publicly funded nental health and substance abuse

services; a description of the conprehensive nental health and

subst ance abuse delivery systens; district nental health and

subst ance abuse needs assessnent and planning activities; and

| ocal governnent responsibilities for funding nental health

and substance abuse services. The departnment nust convene a

wor kgroup to assist themin the devel opnent of these statutory

revisions. At a mninmum this workgroup nust include two

persons who have knowl edge and interest in nental health and

subst ance abuse services but who have no econonic or vested

interest in the current delivery system representatives from

the Departnent of Juvenile Justice, Agency for Health Care

Adm ni stration, Departnent of Elderly Affairs, Departnent of

Heal th, and Departnent of Education; a representative fromthe

Fl orida Association of Counties; two representatives of nental

heal t h and substance abuse provi der agencies; two nental

heal t h and substance abuse advocates; one consunmer of publicly

funded nental health or substance abuse services; and one

fam |y nenber of a consuner of publicly funded nental health

and substance abuse services. The proposed statutory revisions

nmust be submtted to the Ofice of the Governor, President of

the Senate, and Speaker of the House of Representatives no
| ater than Decenber 1, 1999, for consideration by the
Legi sl ature in 2000.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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3 Aut hori zes the Departnent of Children and Fami |y Services
to use unit cost nethods of payment in_contracts for

4 mental heal th and substance abuse services. Directs the
dePartnent to adopt rules for cpntractln?, budPetlng,

5 net hods of paynent, and accounting of pafient fees.
Directs the departnment to propose revisions to part |V of

6 chapter 394, Florida Statutes, relating to al cohol, drug
abuse, and nmental health services and fto convene a

7 wor kgroup to _assist it in_so doing. Proposals nust be

8 reported by Decenber 1, 99
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