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By the Conmittee on Colleges & Universities and
Representatives Betancourt, J” MIller, Waters and Bense

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to university student

3 governnents and state universities; anending s.
4 240. 235, F.S.; defining "consultation" for

5 pur poses of establishing student fees;

6 provi di ng requi renents regarding the

7 reconmendati ons of fee conmmittees; creating s.
8 240. 236, F.S., relating to university student

9 governnents; requiring the establishnent of a
10 student governnent at each state university;

11 aut hori zi ng each student governnent to adopt

12 certain internal procedures; requiring the

13 adoption of certain procedures; providing for
14 the university president to have responsibility
15 for the student governnent and final approval
16 authority for internal procedures adopted

17 according to this section; anending s. 240. 295,
18 F.S.; defining "consultation" for purposes of
19 approval of state university capital outlay

20 projects; anmending s. 240.531, F.S., relating
21 to the establishment of educational research
22 centers for child devel opnent; revising

23 t erm nol ogy; repealing s. 240.136, F.S.

24 relating to suspension and renoval fromoffice
25 of el ected student governnent officials;

26 providing an effective date.

27

28 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29

30 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 240.235, Florida
31| Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to read:
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240. 235 Fees. --

(1) Each university may ts—authoertzed—+toe establish
separate activity and service, health, and athletic fees.
When duly established, these the fees shall be collected as

conponent parts of the registration and tuition fees and shal
be retained by the university and paid into the separate
activity and service, health, and athletic funds.

(a)1. Each university president shall establish a
student activity and service fee on the main canpus of the
university. The university president may al so establish a
student activity and service fee on any branch canpus or
center. Any subsequent nodification inerease in the activity

and service fee nust be recommended by an activity and service
fee commttee, at | east one-half of whom are students
appoi nted by the student body president. The renmi nder of the
commttee shall be appointed by the university president. A
chai rperson, appointed jointly by the university president and
t he student body president, may shatt+ vote only in the case of
atie. The reconmendations of the committee shall take effect
only after approval by the university president, after
consultation with the student body president, with fina
approval by the Board of Regents. An increase in the activity
and service fee may occur only once each fiscal year and nust
be i npl enented beginning with the fall term The Board of
Regents is responsible for pronmulgating the rules and
ti metabl es necessary to inplenent this fee.

2. The student activity and service fees shall be
expended for |awful purposes to benefit the student body in
general . These purposes Fhis shall include, but are shatH- not

be limted to, student publications and grants to duly
recogni zed student organi zations, the nenbership of which is
2
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open to all students at the university without regard to race,
sex, or religion. The fund may not benefit activities for

whi ch an admi ssion fee is charged to students, except for

st udent - gover nnent sponsor ed

student—governrent—assoectation—sponsored concerts. The

al l ocation and expenditure of the fund shall be deternined by

t he student governnent asseciat+on of the university, except
that the president of the university nmay veto any line itemor
portion thereof within the budget when subnmitted by the
student governnent assoetat+onr | egislative body. The

uni versity president shall have 15 school days fromthe date
of presentation of the budget to act on the allocation and
expendi ture reconrendati ons, which shall be deened approved if
no action is taken within the 15 school days. If any line item
or portion thereof within the budget is vetoed, the student
gover nnment assoctat+on | egislative body shall within 15 schoo
days nmake new budget recommendations for expenditure of the
vetoed portion of the fund. |If the university president
vetoes any line itemor portion thereof within the new budget
revisions, the university president nmay reall ocate by |ine
itemthat vetoed portion to bond obligations guaranteed by
activity and service fees. Unexpended funds and undi sbursed
funds remaining at the end of a fiscal year shall be carried
over and remain in the student activity and service fund and
be available for allocation and expenditure during the next
fiscal year.

(b) Each university president shall establish a
student health fee on the main canpus of the university. The
university president nmay al so establish a student health fee
on any branch canpus or center. Any subsequent nodification

inrerease in the health fee nust be recomended by a health
3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 1981
184- 285- 99

1| comittee, at |east one-half of whom are students appoi nted by
2 | the student body president. The renminder of the committee

3| shall be appointed by the university president. A

4 | chairperson, appointed jointly by the university president and
5| the student body president, may shatH vote only in the case of
6| atie. The reconmendations of the conmittee shall take effect
7| only after approval by the university president, after

8 | consultation with the student body president, with fina

9 | approval by the Board of Regents. An increase in the health
10| fee may occur only once each fiscal year and nust be

11 ) inpl enented beginning with the fall term The Board of Regents
12| is responsible for pronulgating the rules and tinetables

13 | necessary to inplenent this fee.

14 (c) Each university president shall establish a

15| separate athletic fee on the nain canpus of the university.

16 | The university president nay also establish a separate

17 | athletic fee on any branch canpus or center. The initial

18 | aggregate athletic fee at each university shall be equal to,
19 | but nay be no greater than, the 1982-1983 per-credit-hour
20| activity and service fee contributed to intercollegiate
21| athletics, including wonen's athletics, as provided by s.
22 | 240.533. Concurrently with the establishnent of the athletic
23| fee, the activity and service fee shall experience a one-tine
24 | reduction equal to the initial aggregate athletic fee. Any
25 | subsequent nodification inrerease in the athletic fee nust be
26 | recommended by an athletic fee committee, at |east one-half of
27 | whom are students appoi nted by the student body president.
28 | The remmi nder of the committee shall be appointed by the
29 | university president. A chairperson, appointed jointly by the
30 | university president and the student body president, may shat-
31| vote only in the case of a tie. The reconmendations of the
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commttee shall take effect only after approval by the
university president, after consultation with the student body
president, with final approval by the Board of Regents. An
increase in the athletic fee may occur only once each fisca
year and nust be inplenented beginning with the fall term The
Board of Regents is responsible for pronulgating the rules and
ti metabl es necessary to inplenent this fee.

For purposes of this section, "consultation" nmeans an ongoi ng

and docunented dial ogue with the student body president

following any recommendation by a fee conmmittee, and prior to

approval of any proposal for nodification of any fee. An

attachnment containing the nanes and affiliation of al

comm ttee nenbers (i.e., student, faculty, or staff, etc.),

any objections and alternatives to a nodification of any fee

as formul ated by the student governnent, and stating that the

uni versity president and the student governnent have revi ewed

t he proposal, shall acconpany the recomendati on of any fee

conmittee.

Section 2. Section 240.236, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

240. 236 University student governnents. --

(1) There is created at each state university a

student governnent that shall be organi zed and nai ntai ned by

students as the official representatives of the student body.

Each student governnent shall be conposed of at |east a

student body president and a student |egislative body, who are

both to be el ected by the student body. Interimvacancies nay

be filled in a manner other than election as prescribed by the

student governnent. Each student governnent nay adopt

i nternal procedures governing:
5
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(a) The operation and adninistration of the student

gover nnment .
(b) The el ection, appointnment, and discipline of

of ficers of the student governnent.

(c) The execution of all other duties as delegated to

t he student governnent by | aw

(2) Any elected officer of the student governnent of a

state university may be renoved fromoffice by the najority

vote of students participating in a referendum hel d pursuant

to the provisions of this section. The student government

shal | devel op a procedure for students to petition for a

referendumto renove an el ected officer of the student

governnent fromoffice. The grounds for renobval of a student

governnent officer by petition are linmted to the foll ow ng,

and nust be expressly stated in the petition: nalfeasance,

m sf easance, neglect of duty, inconpetence, permanent

inability to performofficial duties, and conviction of a

felony. The referendum nust be held no nore than 60 days

after filing of the petition.

(3) The student governnent shall devel op procedures

providing for the suspension and renoval of an el ected officer

following the conviction of that officer for a fel ony.

(4) The university president is responsible for the

operation and adnini stration of the university, including

student governnent, and has final approval authority for

i nternal procedures adopted pursuant to this section
Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 240.295, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240.295 State University System authorization for
fixed capital outlay projects.--
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(3) Oher than those projects currently authorized, no
proj ect proposed by a university which is to be funded from
Capital Inprovenent Trust Fund fees or building fees may shat
be subnitted to the Board of Regents for approval w thout
prior consultation with the student governnent asseectation of
that university. For the purposes of this subsection,

consultation" is defined as an ongoi ng and docunent ed

di al ogue with the student body president regardi ng each

proposed project, which shall begin prior to devel oping the

university proposal. An attachnent containing any objections

and alternatives fornul ated by the student governnent, and

stating that the university president and the student

governnent have revi ewed the project or projects proposed,

shall be included in the proposal.The Board of Regents shal

promul gate rul es which are consistent with this requirenent.

Section 4. Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of section
240.531, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

240.531 Establishrment of educational research centers
for child devel opnent. --

(1) Upon approval of the university president, the
student governnent asseeciationr of any university within the
State University System nay establish an educational research
center for child devel opnent in accordance with the provisions
of this section. Each such center shall be a child day care
center established to provide care for the children of
students, both graduate and undergraduate, faculty, and other
staff and enpl oyees of the university and to provide an
opportunity for interested schools or departnents of the
university to conduct educational research progranms and
establish internship prograns within such centers. Wenever
possi bl e, such center shall be |ocated on the canpus of the
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university. There shall be a director of each center
sel ected by the board of directors of the center

(2) There shall be a board of directors for each
educational research center for child devel opnent, consisting
of the president of the university or his or her designee, the
student body governrent president or his or her designee, the
chair of each departnent participating in the center or his or
her desi gnee, and one parent for each 50 children enrolled in
the center, elected by the parents of children enrolled in the
center. The director of the center shall be an ex officio,
nonvoti ng nenber of the board. The board shall establish
| ocal policies and performlocal oversight and operationa
gui dance for the center

(4) The Board of Regents shall adopt +s—atthorized—and
th+rected—topronutgate rul es governi ng fe+ the establi shnent,
operation, and supervision of educational research centers for
child devel opment. These Sueh rul es shall include, but are
need not be limted to: a defined nethod of establishnent of
and participation in the operation of centers by the
appropriate student governnents goverhrehRt—assoectations;
gui delines for the establishnent of an intern programin each
center; and guidelines for the receipt and nonitoring of funds
fromgrants and other sources of funds consistent with
existing | aws.

Section 5. Section 240.136, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is repeal ed.

Section 6. This act shall ake effect July 1, 1999.
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