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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2002
By Senator Cow n

11-1362-99 See HB 477
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to instructional technol ogy;
anending s. 229.603, F.S.; providing
requi rements for school technol ogy plans;
requiring the Departnent of Education to
devel op technol ogy capability threshol ds;
requiring the adoption of district technol ogy
pl ans; revising requirenents relating to the
di stribution and use of technol ogy fundi ng;
elimnating provisions relating to technol ogy
grants and grant administration; revising the
content of an annual report; creating s.
229.604, F.S., relating to access to technol ogy
tools; requiring the Departnment of Education to
devel op a plan to increase student access to
t echnol ogy; anending s. 229.8041, F.S.
revi sing Departnent of Education actions
regardi ng educational conputing to include
conducting eval uations regardi ng the
achi evenent of technol ogy threshol ds; anending
s. 231.17, F.S.; revising mninmum conpet enci es
for teacher certification relating to
t echnol ogy; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 229.603, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

229.603 Instructional Technol ogy Gant Program --There
is created the Instructional Technol ogy &ant Program
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1 (1) SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY PLANS. - - Each school nust address
2 | proposals for inplenenting instructional technology in either
3 | the school inprovenent plan or a school technol ogy plan which
4 | has been approved by the district school board. The schoo

5] plan shall be subnitted to the district school board by May 1,
6 | 2000. By May 1 each year thereafter an update of the plan or a
7 | new pl an nust be subnitted. The school inprovenent plan or the
8 | technol ogy pl an nust:

9 (a) Address the achi evenent of technol ogy capability
10 | threshol ds establi shed by the Departnent of Education

11| according to this section; and

12 (b) Address safe access to the school nedia center

13 | outside of the regul ar school day.

14 (2) DI STRICT TECHNOLOGY PLANS. --Each district nust

15| subnit a district technology plan to the Departnent of

16 | Education that is a strategic, |long-range plan that has been
17 | devel oped using informati on fromthe technol ogy pl ans of

18 | schools in the district and the technol ogy capability

19 | threshol ds established by the Departnent of Education. The
20| plan shall be for a period of at | east 3 years but no nore
21| than 5 years and the initial district plan shall be submitted
22| to the departnment by Novenber 1, 2000. A new plan shall be
23| subnmitted by Novenber 1 in the final year of the prior plan
24 | and an update nust be subnmitted by Novenber 1 of each of the
25| interimyears for the duration of the plan. The pl an shal
26 | include the follow ng essential el enents:
27 (a) A mission statenent including, but not linmted to,
28 | how the district will incorporate technology into the
29 | educational programto pronpte the effective use of technol ogy
30| to inplenent the state academ c standards to i nprove the
31| performance of all students.
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(b) A background conponent that includes, but is not

limted to:
1. Relevant district, econom c, geographic, and

denographic factors effecting the inpl enentation of

t echnol ogy.
2. The planning process used to devel op the plan

whi ch nust include i nput fromcomunity, business, and

i ndustry.
(c) A needs assessnent including, but not limted to,

the foll owi ng goal s:

1. ldentification of technol ogy infrastructure,

equi pnent, assistive technol ogy, progranm ng (educationa

materials, software, and nedia), replacenent, training, and

support needs.

2. Short-termgoals to be achieved within 1 year and

|l ong-termgoals to be achieved within 3 to 5 years. Both

short-termand |long-termgoals shall be listed in a ranked

priority order and shall be established considering the

i ndi vi dual school technol ogy plans and the technol ogy

capability threshol ds established by the departnent.

(d) A funding plan linked to the technol ogy capability
t hr eshol ds.
(e) A technology acquisition plan that addresses:

1. Program devel opnent.

2. Pr ocur enent .

3. Achievenent of the technol ogy capability
t hr eshol ds.
(f) An access plan that addresses:

1. Shared use.

2. Equitable access, including appropriate access to

external instructional services and programing providers such
3
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1| as public libraries, charter schools, renpte teaching sites,
2 | hone school connections, and online products and services.

3 3. Security.

4 (g) A user support plan.

5 (h) A staff training plan which includes, but is not
6|limted to, provisions for increasing use of technology in the
7 | cl assroom and nedia center according to the technol ogy

8 | capability threshol ds.

9 (i) A program eval uation which includes, but is not

10| linmted to, a description of how the technol ogy acquired is
11| being integrated into the school curriculumand affecting

12 | student achi evenent and progress toward neeting the

13 | educational goals of the state acadeni c standards.

14 (3) TECHNOLOGY CAPABI LI TY THRESHOLDS. - - The Depart nent
15| of Education shall, in consultation with high technol ogy

16 | busi ness and i ndustry partners, devel op technol ogy capability
17 | threshol ds that describe | evels of reasonabl e standards of

18 | technol ogi cal capability to be consecutively achieved in a

19 | school for the school to effectively utilize instructiona

20 | technol ogy. The technol ogy capability threshol ds shall be

21| designed to ensure that Florida's students have skills that
22 | neet the needs of Florida businesses and industry and shall be
23 | updat ed annual ly. The departnent shall devel op the technol ogy
24 | capability thresholds by January 1, 2000. By January 1 each
25| year thereafter, the threshol ds nust be updated.

26 (4) 3y SRANT FUNDI NG - -

27 (a) Ninety-four BE-ghty percent of the funds

28 | appropriated for public school technol ogy this—proegram shal
29 | be prorated and distributed by the Comm ssioner of Education
30| to the state's school districts according to each district's
31| percentage of the statewide total K-12 full-tine equival ent
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At—teast—10—percent—of—thesefunds—shat—beusedFor—teacher
I I I I e
(b) Six percent of the funds appropriated for this

program nay be used by the conm ssioner to:

1. Adninister the program

2. Fund devel opnent and codevel opnent activities.

3. Establish a clearinghouse to identify, eval uate,

and di ssem nate information regardi ng devel opnents in the

private and public sectors of instructional technol ogy,

i ncl udi ng both software and hardware.

4, Disseninate information regardi ng successfu

state-of -the-art systens, including an annual catal og of

exenpl ary projects and products.

5. Provi de techni cal assistance to districts and

school s in devel oping and i npl enenting their technol ogy pl ans

and in using state central -purchasing resources to naxim ze

cost advant ages and, where necessary, provide districts with

techni cal assi stance for needs assessnent and grant

(c) Beginning with the 2000- 2001 school vyear

districts shall distribute to schools the the funds received

for public school technol ogy on the basis of technol ogy issues

addressed by the school in the school inprovenent plan

pursuant to s. 230.23(16) or in a school plan for inplenenting

i nstructional technology submitted to and approved by the
5
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di strict school board. To receive funding, a proposed project

nmust be in a school that has achi eved the appropriate

technol ogy capability threshold for the proposed project and

t he proposed project nmust be consistent with the district's

technol ogy plan. Preference for funding shall be given to

school s which neet one or nore of the following criteria:

1. The school has matched the request with other funds

and private sector contributions to the maxi num extent
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3 | atvantages—and-—shat—where necessary,—provide—distriects—wth
4 | techntcat—asststance—for—needs—assesstent—and—grant

5 | preparation—

6 (5) 3y REPCRTS. - -Begi nni ng January 1, 2000 199%, the

7 | conmi ssi oner shall nake an annual report to the Legislature

8| within 60 days prior to the beginning of the regul ar

9] legislative session. The report shall include:

10 (a) A summary of the status of the Instructiona

11 | Technol ogy &ant Program including a description of the

12 | technol ogy capability threshol ds devel oped by the departnent
13 | according to this section, and the status of schoo

14 | achi evenent of the threshol ds.

15 (b) Recommendations to inprove the efficiency and

16 | pronote the utilization of instructional technol ogy.

17 Section 2. Section 229.604, Florida Statutes, is

18 | created to read:

19 229.604 Access to technol ogy tools.--The Departnent of
20 | Education shall develop a plan to provide access for students
21| to technol ogy to support students' educational progress in the
22 | community, at work, at school, and at honme. The pl an shal

23 | encourage districts and schools to furnish safe access to

24 | school nedia centers outside of the regular school day, and to
25| consider the construction of entrances which nay be accessed
26 | fromthe outer perineter of the school canpus when pl anning
27 | for new construction or renodeling projects.

28 Section 3. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (2) of
29 | section 229.8041, Florida Statutes, to read:

30 229. 8041 Educational conputing.--

31
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(2) | MPLEMENTATI ON OF POLI CY.--The departnent is
aut hori zed and encouraged to assist school districts,
community coll eges, and state universities to nmake appropriate
use of conputing. Departnent actions for this purpose may
i ncl ude, but need not be limted to:

(e) Conducting evaluations of the status of school and

district use of technology to deternine if they neet

appropriate technol ogy capability threshol ds.

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
231.17, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:
231.17 Oficial statenents of eligibility and
certificates granted on application to those neeting

prescribed requirenents. --

(5) M N MUM COVPETENCI ES FOR PROFESSI ONAL
CERTI FI CATE. - -

(a) The state board nust specify, by rule, the nninum
essential conpetencies that educators nust possess and
denonstrate in order to qualify to teach students the
st andards of student perfornmance adopted by the state board.
The m ni mum conpet enci es nust include but are not limted to
the ability to:

1. Wite in a logical and understandable style with
appropriate grammar and sentence structure.

2. Read, conmprehend, and interpret professional and
other witten material .

3. Conprehend and work with fundanental nathematica
concepts.

4. Recognize signs of severe enotional distress in
students and apply techni ques of crisis intervention with an
enphasi s on suicide prevention and positive enbtiona
devel opnent.
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5. Recogni ze signs of al cohol and drug abuse in
students and apply counseling techniques with enphasis on
i ntervention and prevention of future abuse.

6. Recogni ze the physical and behavioral indicators of
child abuse and negl ect, know rights and responsibilities
regardi ng reporting, know howto care for a child s needs
after a report is nade, and know recognition, intervention
and prevention strategies pertaining to child abuse and
negl ect which can be related to children in a classroom
setting in a nonthreatening, positive manner

7. Conprehend patterns of physical, social, and
academ ¢ devel opnent in students, including exceptiona
students in the regular classroom and counsel these students
concerning their needs in these areas.

8. Recogni ze and be aware of the instructional needs
of exceptional students.

9. Conprehend patterns of nornmal devel opnent in
students and enpl oy appropriate intervention strategies for
di sorders of devel opnent.

10. ldentify and conprehend the codes and standards of
prof essi onal ethics, perfornmance, and practices adopted
pursuant to s. 231.546(2)(b), the grounds for disciplinary
action provided by s. 231.28, and the procedures for resolving
conplaints filed pursuant to this chapter, including appea
processes.

11. Recogni ze and denpnstrate awareness of the
educati onal needs of students who have limted proficiency in
Engl i sh and enpl oy appropriate teaching strategies.

12. Use appropriate technology in teaching and
| earni ng processes and i n managi ng, eval uating, and inproving

i nstruction.
10
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13. Use assessnent strategies to assist the continuous
devel opnent of the |earner

14. Use teaching and |l earning strategi es that include
consi dering each student's culture, |earning styles, special
needs, and soci oecononi ¢ background.

15. Denonstrate know edge and understandi ng of the
subject matter that is aligned with the subject know edge and
skills specified in the student performance standards approved
by the state board.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Provi des requirenments for school technol ogy plans.
Requires the DeBartnent of Education to devel op
technol ogy capability thresholds. Requires the adoptlon
of district technol ogy plans. Revises requirenents
relating to the distribution and use of technol og Y
funding. Elimnates provisions relating to techno o?

rants and grant adm ni stration. Revisés the content’ of

he annual Feport to the Legislature regardin
i nstructional technolo?y Creates a section of |aw
relating to access to echnologY tools Requires the
Departnent of Education to devéel op plan to increase
student access to technology ReV|ses Departnent of
Educati on actions regardi ng” educational conmputing to
i ncl ude conducting eval uations regardi ng the achievenent

of technol ogy thréshol ds. Revises m ni mim conpet enci es
for teacher Certification relating to technol ogy.
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