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By the Conmittees on Water & Resource Managenent,
Envi ronnental Protection_and Representatives Dockery,
Constanti ne, Al exander, Putnam Pruitt,_Senbler, Logan, Hart,
Eggel l etion, M nton, Greenstein, Kyle, Tullis, Mur man and

Prieguez
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to state | and acquisition and
3 managenent; anmending s. 201.15, F.S.; revising
4 di stribution of certain docunentary stanp tax
5 revenues; anending ss. 161.05301 and 161. 091
6 F.S.; correcting cross references; creating s.
7 201. 155, F.S.; providing for annua
8 appropriation to pay debt service; creating s.
9 215.618, F.S.; providing for the issuance of
10 St ewardshi p Florida bonds; providing
11 limtations; providing procedures and
12 | egislative intent; amending s. 216.331, F. S
13 correcting a cross reference; anendi ng s.
14 253.027, F.S.; providing for the reservation of
15 funds; revising the criteria for expenditures
16 for archaeol ogi cal property to include |ands on
17 the acquisition list for the Stewardship
18 Fl orida program anmending s. 253.034, F.S.
19 providing for the use of state-owned | ands;
20 providing for the sale of surplus state |ands;
21 anending s. 259.02, F.S.; providing bonding
22 authority for the Stewardship Florida program
23 creating s. 259.021, F.S.; subjecting bond
24 i ssuance to constitutional authorization
25 providing requirenents and linitations;
26 anmending s. 259.03; F.S.; deleting obsolete
27 definitions; providing new definitions;
28 anending s. 259.032, F.S.; providing
29 | egislative intent; specifying certain uses of
30 funds fromthe Conservation and Recreation
31 Lands Trust Fund; revising provisions relating
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1 to individual |and managenent plans; revising

2 eligibility for payment in lieu of taxes;

3 del eting obsol ete | anguage; revising tineframe
4 for renoval of certain projects froma priority
5 list; creating s. 259.034, F.S.; creating the

6 Acqui sition and Restoration Conm ssion

7 speci fyi ng nenbershi p and duties; providing for
8 conpensati on; authorizing adoption of rules;

9 providing for per diemand travel expenses;

10 anending s. 259.035, F.S.; correcting a cross
11 reference; anending s. 259.036, F.S.; providing
12 conform ng | anguage; anending s. 259.04, F.S.
13 conform ng | anguage and cross references;

14 anending s. 259.041, F.S.; providing procedures
15 and gui delines for land acquisition; providing
16 | egislative intent and gui delines for use of

17 | ess than fee | and acquisition alternatives;

18 anmending s. 259.101, F.S.; providing for

19 redi stribution for certain unencunbered P2000
20 funds; confornmi ng | anguage and cross
21 references; creating s. 259.105, F.S.; creating
22 the Stewardship Florida Act; providing
23 | egislative findings and intent; providing for
24 i ssui ng bonds; providing for distribution and
25 use of bond proceeds; providing project goals
26 and selection criteria; providing application
27 and sel ection procedures; authorizing certain
28 uses of acquired | ands; authorizing adoption of
29 rul es, subject to legislative review, anending
30 s. 260.0125, F.S.; correcting cross references;
31 creating s. 260.0142, F.S.; creating the
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1 Florida Greenways and Trails Council within the
2 Departnent of Environnental Protection

3 provi di ng for nenbership, powers, and duties;

4 anending s. 260.016, F.S.; revising powers of

5 the Departnent of Environmental Protection with
6 respect to greenways and trails; deleting

7 reference to the Florida Recreational Trails

8 Council; amending s. 260.018, F.S.; correcting
9 cross references; anending s. 288.1224, F.S.

10 provi di ng conform ng | anguage; anendi ng s.

11 369. 252, F.S.; providing for the use of certain
12 funds fromthe Aguatic Plant Control Trust

13 Fund; anmending s. 369.307, F.S.; providing

14 conform ng | anguage; anending s. 373.089, F.S.
15 provi di ng procedure for the surplusing of water
16 managenent district |ands; amending s. 373.139
17 F.S.; revising authority and requirenents for
18 acqui sition and disposition of |ands by the

19 wat er managenent districts; requiring a 5-year
20 pl an of acquisition and managenent activiti es;
21 provi di ng procedures and requirenents for

22 purchase and fundi ng; requiring an annua

23 report; providing district rul enaking

24 authority, subject to legislative review,

25 creating s. 373.199, F.S.; providing duties of
26 the water nmanagenent districts in assisting the
27 Acqui sition and Restoration Conm ssion

28 requiring devel opnent of reconmended proj ect

29 lists; specifying required information

30 anending s. 373.59, F.S.; revising authorized
31 uses of funds fromthe Water Managenent Lands
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1 Trust Fund; providing district rul emaking

2 authority, subject to legislative review,

3 revising eligibility criteria for paynent in

4 lieu of taxes; anending s. 375.075, F.S.

5 revising funding and procedures for the Florida

6 Recreati on Devel opment Assi stance Program

7 anendi ng ss. 380.0666 and 380.22, F.S.

8 provi di ng conform ng | anguage; anendi ng s.

9 380.503, F.S.; providing definitions; anending
10 s. 380.504, F.S.; revising the conposition of
11 the Florida Communities Trust; anending s.

12 380. 505, F.S.; revising quorumrequirenents;

13 anending s. 380.507, F.S.; providing for

14 titling of certain acquired property to a |loca
15 governnent; revising rul emaking authority;

16 anending s. 380.510, F.S.; requiring covenants
17 and restrictions for certain property,

18 necessary to conply with constitutiona

19 requi renents; anendi ng ss. 420.5092 and

20 420.9073, F.S.; correcting cross references;

21 repealing s. 253.787, F.S., relating to the

22 Fl ori da G eenways Coordi nating Counci l

23 repealing s. 259.035, F.S., relating to the

24 Land Acqui sition and Managenent Advi sory

25 Council; repealing s. 259.07, F.S., relating to
26 public neetings of the council; creating the

27 St ewardshi p Florida Study Conmi ssion; providing
28 nmenbershi p and duties; providing an

29 appropriation; providing effective dates.

30

31| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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1 Section 1. Section 201.15, Florida Statutes, 1998

2 | Suppl enent, is anmended to read:

3 201.15 Distribution of taxes collected.--Al taxes

4] collected under this chapter shall be distributed as foll ows
5] and shall be subject to the service charge inposed in s.

6 | 215.20(1), except that such service charge shall not be |evied
7 | agai nst any portion of taxes pledged to debt service on bonds
8| to the extent that the anount of the service charge is

9] required to pay any anounts relating to the bonds antd—shat-H—be
10 | di-stributed—as—+fottowns:

11 (1) Sixty-two and sixty-three hundredths percent of

12 | the renni ning taxes collected under this chapter shall be used
13| for the follow ng purposes:

14 (a) Anounts Subject—to—themaxtrmarount—H—r-tations
15 | set—forth—inthisparagraph,—an—amounrt as shall be necessary
16 | to pay the debt service on, or fund debt service reserve

17 | funds, rebate obligations, or other anpbunts with respect to
18 | Preservation 2000 bonds issued pursuant to s. 375.051 and

19 | Stewardship Fl orida bonds issued pursuant to s. 215. 618, bends
20 | +ssuet—purstant—toe—s—375-051t—=andpayabte—f+romroneys

21 | transterred—to—thetand-Aecguisition—TFrust—untd—pursuant—to

22 | this—paragraph shall be paid into the State Treasury to the
23| credit of the Land Acquisition Trust Fund to be used for such
24 | purposes. The anmount transferred to the Land Acquisition Trust
25| Fund for such purposes shall not exceed$90—wit+H-on—in—fisecal
26 | year—1992-1993,—$120-mH+on—infisecal—year—1993-1994,—$150
27 L Cned I ’ L Cne I

28 ’ L Cned I ’ L
29 | it I ’ L Cne I

30 | $998-1999,—and $300 nmillion in fiscal year 1999-2000 and

31| thereafter for Preservation 2000 bonds and bonds issued to

5
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refund Preservati on 2000 bonds, and $300 million in fisca
year 2000-2001 and thereafter for Stewardship Fl orida bonds.
Except for bonds issued to refund previously issued bonds, no
iati-vicduat- series of bonds nmay be issued pursuant to this

par agr aph unl ess such bonds and the first year's debt service

for such bonds are +s specifically appropriated in the General
Appropriations Act. For purposes of refunding Preservation

2000 bonds, amounts designated within this section for

Preservati on 2000 and Stewardship Flori da bonds nay be

transferred between the two prograns to the extent provided

for in the docunents authorizing the i ssuance of the bonds.

The Preservati on 2000 bonds and Stewardship Fl ori da bonds

shall be equally and ratably secured by noneys distributable

to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to this section

except to the extent specifically provided otherw se by the

docunents authorizing the i ssuance of the bonds. No nbneys

transferred to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to
this paragraph, or earnings thereon, shall be used or made
avail able to pay debt service on the Save Qur Coast revenue
bonds.

I " I I . oy w "
6
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(b) £ty The remai nder of the noneys distributed under

this subsection, after the required paynents under paragraph
(a) paragraphs—(a)—and—(b), shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the General Revenue Fund of the
state to be used and expended for the purposes for which the
CGeneral Revenue Fund was created and exists by law or to the
Ecosyst em Managenent and Restoration Trust Fund as provided in
subsection(11) {8y

(2) Seven and fifty-six hundredths percent of the
remai ni ng taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be used for
the foll owi ng purposes:

(a) Beginning in the nonth followi ng the final paynment
for a fiscal year under paragraph (1)(a){b), avail abl e noneys
shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the
CGeneral Revenue Fund of the state to be used and expended for
t he purposes for which the General Revenue Fund was created
and exists by law or to the Ecosystem Managenent and
Restoration Trust Fund as provided in subsection(11){8).
Paynents made under this paragraph shall continue until the
cunul ati ve anmount credited to the General Revenue Fund for the
fiscal year under this paragraph equals the cunulative
payment s made under paragraph (1)(b) for the sane fiscal year

(b) The renmi nder of the noneys distributed under this
subsection shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit

of the Land Acquisition Trust Fund. Suns deposited in the fund
7
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pursuant to this subsection may be used for any purpose for
whi ch funds deposited in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund may
| awful | y be used.

(3) ©One and ninety-four hundredths percent of the
remai ni ng taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be paid
into the State Treasury to the credit of the Land Acquisition
Trust Fund. Moneys deposited in the trust fund pursuant to
this section shall be used for the foll owi ng purposes:

(a) Sixty percent of the noneys shall be used to
acquire coastal lands or to pay debt service on bonds issued
to acquire coastal |ands; and

(b) Forty percent of the noneys shall be used to
devel op and nmanage | ands acquired with noneys fromthe Land
Acqui sition Trust Fund.

(4) Four and two-tenths Fve—and—eighty—four
hundredths percent of the renmmi ning taxes collected under this

chapter shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of
t he Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund. Suns deposited in that
fund may be used for any purpose authorized in s. 373.59.

(5) Four and two-tenths Fve—and—eighty—four
hundredths percent of the renmi ning taxes collected under this

chapter shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of
t he Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund to carry out
t he purposes set forth in s. 259.032.

(6) Two and twenty-ei ght hundredths percent of the

remai ni ng taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be paid

into the State Treasury to the credit of the Aquatic Pl ant

Control Trust Fund to carry out the purposes set forth in ss.
369. 22 and 369. 252.
(7) One-half of one percent of the renmining taxes

coll ected under this chapter shall be paid into the State
8
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Treasury to the credit of the State Gane Trust Fund to be used

excl usively for the purpose of inplenmenting the Lake

Rest orati on 2020 Program

(8) One-half of one percent of the renmining taxes

coll ected under this chapter shall be paid into the State

Treasury and divided equally to the credit of the Departnent

of Environnental Protection G ants and Donati ons Trust Fund to

address water quality inpacts associated with nonagricultura

nonpoi nt sources and to the credit of Departnent of

Agriculture and Consuner Services General |nspection Trust

Fund to address water quality inpacts associated with

agricul tural nonpoint sources, respectively. These funds

shal | be used for research, devel opnent, denonstration, and

i npl erentation of suitable best managenent practices or other

neasures used to achieve water quality standards in surface

wat ers and water segnents identified pursuant to ss. 303(d) of
the dean Water Act, Pub. L. No. 92-500, 33 U S.C. ss. 1251
et. seq. Inplenentation of best managenent practices and

ot her neasures may include cost-share grants, technica

assi stance, inplenentation tracking, and conservation | eases

or other agreenents for water quality inprovenent.
(9) t6) Seven and fifty-three hundredths percent of the
remai ni ng taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be paid

into the State Treasury to the credit of the State Housing
Trust Fund and shall be used as foll ows:

(a) Half of that ampunt shall be used for the purposes
for which the State Housing Trust Fund was created and exists
by | aw.

(b) Half of that ampunt shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the Local Governnent Housing Trust

9
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Fund and shall be used for the purposes for which the Loca
Gover nnment Housing Trust Fund was created and exists by | aw.

(10) 7 Ei ght and sixty-six hundredths percent of the
remai ni ng taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be paid
into the State Treasury to the credit of the State Housing
Trust Fund and shall be used as foll ows:

(a) Twelve and one-half percent of that anmpunt shal
be deposited into the State Housing Trust Fund and be expended
by the Departnent of Community Affairs and by the Florida
Housi ng Fi nance Agency for the purposes for which the State
Housi ng Trust Fund was created and exists by |aw.

(b) Eighty-seven and one-hal f percent of that anpunt
shall be distributed to the Local Government Housing Trust
Fund and shall be used for the purposes for which the Loca
Gover nnment Housing Trust Fund was created and exists by | aw.
Funds fromthis category may al so be used to provide for state
and | ocal services to assist the honel ess.

(11) 8y Fromthe noneys specified in paragraphs
(1) (b)feyand (2)(a) and prior to deposit of any noneys into
the General Revenue Fund, $10 mllion shall be paid into the
State Treasury to the credit of the Ecosystem Managenent and
Restoration Trust Fund in fiscal year 1998-1999, $20 million
in fiscal year 1999-2000, and $30 nmillion in fiscal year
2000- 2001 and each fiscal year thereafter, to be used for the
preservation and repair of the state's beaches as provided in
ss. 161.091-161.212.

(12) 9y The Department of Revenue nmay use the paynents
credited to trust funds pursuant to paragraphs (1)(a)¢b)and
(2)(b) and subsections (3), (4), (5), (6), and (7), (8), (9),
and (10)to pay the costs of the collection and enforcenent of
the tax levied by this chapter. The percentage of such costs

10
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whi ch may be assessed against a trust fund is a ratio, the
nunerator of which is paynents credited to that trust fund
under this section and the denoninator of which is the sum of
payments made under paragraphs (1) (a){b)yand (2)(b) and
subsections (3), (4), (5), (6), and (7), (8), (9), and (10).
(13) The distribution of proceeds deposited into the

Wat er Managenent Lands Trust Fund and the Conservation and

Recreation Lands Trust Fund, pursuant to subsections (4) and

(5), shall not be used for |and acquisition, but may be used

for preacquisition costs associated with | and purchases. The

Legislature intends that the Stewardship Florida program

suppl ant the acquisition prograns fornerly authorized under
ss. 259.032 and 373.59. Prior to the 2005 Regul ar Sessi on of
the Legislature, the Acquisition and Restoration Conmi ssion

shal |l review and make recomendations to the Legislature

concerning the need to repeal this provision. Based on these

reconmendations, the Legislature shall review the need to

repeal this provision during the 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 161. 05301,
Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anmended to read:

161. 05301 Beach erosion control project staffing;
coastal construction building codes review. --

(1) There are hereby appropriated to the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Protection six positions and $449,918 for fisca
year 1998-1999 from the Ecosystem Managenent and Restoration
Trust Fund fromrevenues provided by this act pursuant to s.
201.15(11)(8). These positions and funding are provided to
assi st local project sponsors, and shall be used to facilitate
and pronote enhanced beach erosion control project
admi nistration. Such staffing resources shall be directed
toward nore efficient contract devel opnent and oversi ght,

11
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promoting cost-sharing strategies and regi onal coordination or
proj ects anong | ocal governnents, providing assistance to

| ocal governnents to ensure tinely pernit review, and

i mproving billing review and di sbursenent processes.

Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 161.091, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

161. 091 Beach managenent; funding; repair and
mai nt enance strategy. --

(3) In accordance with the intent expressed in s.
161.088 and the legislative finding that erosion of the
beaches of this state is detrinental to tourism the state's
maj or industry, further exposes the state's highly devel oped
coastline to severe storm danage, and threatens beach-rel ated
jobs, which, if not stopped, could significantly reduce state
sal es tax revenues, funds deposited into the State Treasury to
the credit of the Ecosystem Managenent and Restoration Trust
Fund, in the annual anounts provided in s. 201.15(11) {8y,
shal | be used, for a period of not |ess than 15 years, to fund
t he devel opnent, inplenentation, and administration of the
state's beach nanagenent plan, as provided in ss.

161. 091- 161. 212, prior to the use of such funds deposited
pursuant to s. 201.15(11){8)yin that trust fund for any other
pur pose.

Section 4. Section 201.155, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

201.155 Distribution of taxes for Stewardship Florida
Trust Fund.--Subject to the naxi num anount of limtations set

forth in this section, an anmount as shall be necessary to pay

t he debt service on, or fund debt service reserve funds,

rebate obligations, or other ambunts with respect to bonds

i ssued pursuant to s. 259.02 and payabl e from noneys
12
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1| transferred to the Stewardship Florida Trust Fund pursuant to
2| this section, shall be paid into the State Treasury to the

3| credit of the Stewardship Florida Trust Fund to be used for

4 | such purposes. The annual anount transferred to the

5| Stewardship Florida Trust Fund shall not exceed $30 million in
6| the first fiscal year in which bonds are issued. The

7| limtation on the anount transferred shall be increased by an
8| additional $30 million in each subsequent fiscal year in which
9 | bonds are authorized to be issued, but shall not exceed a

10| total of $300 nmillion in any fiscal year for all bonds issued.
111t is the intent of the Legislature that all bonds issued to
12| fund the Stewardship Florida Act be retired by Decenber 31

13| 2030. No individual series of bonds may be issued pursuant to
14 | this section unless the first year's debt service for such

15| bonds is specifically appropriated in the Genera

16 | Appropriati ons Act.

17 Section 5. Section 215.618, Florida Statutes, is

18 | created to read:

19 215.618 Bonds for acquisition and inprovenent of |and,
20 | water areas, and related property interests and resources. --
21 (1) The issuance of Stewardship Florida bonds to

22 | finance or refinance the cost of acquisition and inprovenent
23| of land, water areas, and related property interests and

24 | resources for the purposes of conservation, outdoor

25 | recreation, water resource devel opnent, restoration of natura
26 | systens, and historic preservation is hereby authorized

27 | pursuant to s. 11(e), Art. VIl of the State Constitution

28 | Stewardship Florida bonds may al so be issued to refund

29 | Preservation 2000 bonds issued pursuant to s. 375.051. The

30 | duration of Stewardship Florida bonds i ssued may not exceed 20
31| annual maturities. Preservation 2000 bonds and Stewardship

13
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Fl ori da bonds shall be equally and ratably secured by npneys

distributable to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to

s. 201.15(1)(a), except to the extent specifically provided

ot herwi se by the docunents authorizing the issuance of the

bonds.
(2) The state does hereby covenant with the hol ders of

St ewardshi p Fl orida bonds and Preservation 2000 bonds that it

will not take any action which will materially and adversely

affect the rights of such holders so | ong as such bonds are

outstanding, including, but not limted to, a reduction in the

portion of docunentary stanp taxes distributable to the Land

Acqui sition Trust Fund for paynent of debt service on

Preservati on 2000 bonds or Stewardship Fl orida bonds.

(3) Bonds issued pursuant to this section shall be

payable fromtaxes distributable to the Land Acquisition Trust

Fund pursuant to s. 201.15(1)(a). Bonds issued pursuant to

this section shall not constitute a general obligation of, or

a pledge of the full faith and credit of, the state.

(4) The Departnent of Environnental Protection shal

request the Division of Bond Finance of the State Board of

Adm nistration to i ssue the Stewardshi p Fl orida bonds

aut hori zed by this section. The Division of Bond Finance shal

i ssue such bonds pursuant to the State Bond Act.

(5) The proceeds fromthe sale of bonds issued

pursuant to this section, less the costs of issuance, the

costs of funding reserve accounts, and other costs with

respect to the bonds, shall be deposited into the Stewardship

Fl orida Trust Fund. The bond proceeds deposited into the
Stewardship Florida Trust Fund shall be distributed by the
Departnent of Environnental Protection as provided in s.
259. 105.

14
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1 (6) Pursuant to authority granted by s. 11(e), Art.

2| VIl of the State Constitution, there is hereby continued and
3| recreated the Land Acquisition Trust Fund which shall be a

4 | continuation of the Land Acquisition Trust Fund which exists
5] for purposes of s. 9(a)(1l), Art. XIl of the State

6 | Constitution. The Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall continue
7 | beyond the termnation of bonding authority provided for in s.
8l9(a)(1l), Art. XIl of the State Constitution, pursuant to the
9| authority provided by s. 11(e), Art. VIl of the State

10| Constitution and shall continue for so | ong as Preservation
11| 2000 bonds or Stewardship Florida bonds are outstandi ng and
12 | secured by taxes distributable thereto.

13 (7) There shall be no sale, disposition, |ease,

14 | easenent, |license, or other use of any |and, water areas, or
15| related property interests acquired or inproved with proceeds
16 | of Stewardship Florida bonds which woul d cause all or any

17 | portion of the interest of such bonds to | ose the excl usion
18 | fromgross incone for federal inconme tax purposes.

19 (8) The initial series of Stewardship Florida bonds
20| shall be validated in addition to any other bonds required to
21| be validated pursuant to s. 215.82. Any conplaint for

22 | validation of bonds issued pursuant to this section shall be
23| filed only in the circuit court of the county where the seat
24 | of state governnment is situated, the notice required to be
25 | published by s. 75.06 shall be published only in the county
26 | where the conplaint is filed, and the conplaint and order of
27 | the circuit court shall be served only on the state attorney
28 | of the circuit in which the action is pendi ng.

29 Section 6. Section 216.331, Florida Statutes, is

30 | anended to read:

31

15
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1 216. 331 Disbursenent of state noneys.--Except as

2| provided in s. 17.076, s. 253.025(14), s. 259.041(18)*#-, s.
3| 717.124(5), s. 732.107(6), or s. 733.816(5), all noneys in the
4| State Treasury shall be disbursed by state warrant, drawn by
5] the Conptroller upon the State Treasury and payable to the

6| ultimte beneficiary. This authorization shall include

7 | el ectroni c di sbursenent.

8 Section 7. Subsection (4) and paragraph (a) of

9 | subsection (5) of section 253.027, Florida Statutes, are

10 | anended to read:

11 253. 027 Energency archaeol ogi cal property

12 | acquisition.--

13 (4) EMERGENCY ARCHAEOLOG CAL ACQUI SI TION. - - The sum of
14 | $2 nmillion shall be reserved annually segregated—in—an—acecount
15| within the Stewardshi p Fl ori da Censervation—and—Rectreation
16 | tands Trust Fund for the purpose of energency archaeol ogica
17 | acqui si ti on fer—fHsecal—year—1988-1989—antd—each—year

18 | thereafter. Any portion of that anpbunt the—account not spent
19| or obligated by the end of the third quarter of the fisca

20 | year may be used for approved acquisitions pursuant to s.

21 | 259. 105( 3) ( b) spent—For—other—purposes—spected—in—5—

22 | 259-032—upon—apptroval—ef—the Board—of—Frustees—oef—the

23 | taternat—tnproverent—Ttrust—Fund.

24 (5) ACCOUNT EXPENDI TURES. - -

25 (a) No noneys shall be spent for the acquisition of
26 | any property, including title works, appraisal fees, and

27 | survey costs, unless:

28 1. The property is an archaeol ogi cal property of nmjor
29 | statew de significance.

30

31
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1 2. The structures, artifacts, or relics, or their

2| historic significance, will be irretrievably lost if the state
3 | cannot acquire the property.

4 3. The site is presently on an acquisition list for

5 | the Conservation and Recreation Lands or for Stewardship

6 | Fl orida | ands, aceguist+t+oen—+i+st or conplies with the criteria
7| for inclusion on any such the |ist but has yet to be included
8| on the list.

9 4. No other source of inmmediate funding is available
10| to purchase or otherw se protect the property.

11 5. The site is not otherw se protected by | ocal

12 | state, or federal | aws.

13 6. The acquisition is not inconsistent with the state
14 | conprehensi ve plan and the state | and acqui sition program

15 Section 8. Subsections (3), (4), (5, (6), and (8) of
16 | section 253.034, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are

17 | anended to read:

18 253.034 State-owned | ands; uses. --

19 (3) In recognition that recreational trails purchased
20| with rails-to-trails funds pursuant to s. 259.101(3)(g) or s.
21| 259. 105(3) (g) have had historic transportation uses and that
22 | their linear character may extend many niles, the Legislature
23 | intends that when the necessity arises to serve public needs,
24 | after balancing the need to protect trail users from
25| collisions with autonobiles and a preference for the use of
26 | over passes and underpasses to the greatest extent feasible and
27 | practical, transportation uses shall be allowed to cross
28 | recreational trails purchased pursuant to s. 259.101(3)(g) or
29| s. 259.105(3)(g). Wen these crossings are needed, the
30| l ocation and design should consider and mitigate the inpact on
31
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humans and envi ronnmental resources, and the value of the | and
shal | be paid based on fair nmarket val ue.

(4) No nmnagenent agreenent, |ease, or other
i nstrunent authorizing the use of |ands owned by the Board of
Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund shall be
executed for a period greater than is necessary to provide for
t he reasonabl e use of the land for the existing or planned
life cycle or anortization of the inprovenents, except that an
easenent in perpetuity may be granted by the Board of Trustees
of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund if the inprovenent is a
transportation facility. An agency nanagi ng or | easing
state-owned | ands fromthe Board of Trustees of the Interna
| nprovenent Trust Fund nay not subl ease such | ands wi t hout
prior review by the division and by the Land Acquisition and
Managenent Advi sory Council created in s. 259.035 or its
successor and approval by the board. The Land Acquisition and
Managenent Advi sory Council is not required to review
subl eases of parcels which are |l ess than 160 acres in size.

(5) Each state agency managi ng | ands owned by the
Board of Trustees of the Internal I|nprovenent Trust Fund shal
submt to the Division of State Lands a | and nanagenent pl an
at | east every 5 years in a formand manner prescribed by rule
by the board. Al managenent plans, whether for single-use or
mul ti pl e-use properties, shall specifically describe how the
managi ng agency plans to identify, |ocate, protect and
preserve, or otherw se use fragile nonrenewabl e resources,
such as archaeol ogical and historic sites, as well as other
fragile resources, including endangered plant and ani na
speci es, and provide for the conservation of soil and water
resources and for the control and prevention of soil erosion
Land managenent plans subnitted by an agency shall incl ude

18
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reference to appropriate statutory authority for such use or
uses and shall conformto the appropriate policies and
gui del i nes of the state | and managenent plan. Al | and
managenent plans for parcels larger than 1,000 acres shal
contain an analysis of the nmultiple-use potential of the
parcel, which analysis shall include the potential of the
parcel to generate revenues to enhance the nanagenent of the
parcel. Additionally, the | and managenent plan shall contain
an analysis of the potential use of private |and nanagers to
facilitate the restoration or nanagenent of these lands. In
t hose cases where a newy acquired property has a valid
conservation plan, the plan shall be used to gui de nanagenent
of the property until a fornmal |and managenent plan is
conpl et ed

(a) The Division of State Lands shall nake avail able
to the public a copy of each | and nanagenent plan for parcels
whi ch exceed 160 acres in size. The council or its successor

shal | review each plan for conpliance with the requirenents of
this subsection and with the requirenents of the rules
establ i shed by the board pursuant to this subsection. The
council or its successor shall also consider the propriety of

the recommendati ons of the managi ng agency with regard to the
future use of the property, the protection of fragile or

nonr enewabl e resources, the potential for alternative or
mul ti pl e uses not recogni zed by the nmanagi ng agency, and the
possibility of disposal of the property by the board. After
its review, the council or its successor shall submt the

plan, along with its recommendati ons and coments, to the
board. The council or its successor shall specifically

reconmend to the board whether to approve the plan as

19
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subm tted, approve the plan with nodifications, or reject the
pl an.

(b) The Board of Trustees of the Internal | nprovenent
Trust Fund shall consider the | and managenent plan submitted
by each state agency and the recomrendations of the council or
its successor and the Division of State Lands and shal

approve the plan with or without nodification or reject such
pl an. The use or possession of any such lands which is not in
accordance with an approved | and managenent plan is subject to
ternination by the board.

(6) The Board of Trustees of the Internal | nprovenent
Trust Fund shall determ ne which lands, the title to which is
vested in the board, nay be surplused are—ef—rnobenefit—tothe
pubH-e—and—shaH—di-spose—of—such—tands—pursuant—to—+aw. For

t hose | ands desi gnhated as acquired for conservati on purposes,

t he board shall make a determi nation that the | ands are no

| onger needed for conservation purposes and may di spose of

themby a two-thirds vote. For all other |ands, the board

shall nmake a deternination that the |ands are no | onger needed

and may di spose of themby majority vote.

(a) For the purposes of this subsection, all |ands

acquired by the state prior to July 1, 1999, using proceeds

fromthe Preservati on 2000 bonds, the Conservati on and

Recreation Lands Trust Fund, or the Water Managenent Lands
Trust Fund, and titled to the board, which | ands are
identified as core parcels or within original projects

boundaries, shall be deened to have been acquired for

conservation purposes.

(b) For any lands purchased by the state on or after

July 1, 1999, a determination shall be nade by the board as to

those parcels that shall be designated as havi ng been acquired
20
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for conservation purposes. No |ands acquired for use by the

Departnent of Corrections, the Departnment of Managenent

Services for use as state offices, the Departnent of

Transportation, or the State University Systemor state

community coll ege system shall be desi gnated as havi ng been

pur chased for conservati on purposes.

(c)tay At |least every 3 5 years, in a formand manner
prescribed by rule by the board, each state agency shal
indicate to the board those | ands which the agency manages
whi ch are not being used for the purpose for which they were
originally leased. Such | ands shall be reviewed by the counci
or its successor for its recommendation as to whether such

| ands shoul d be di sposed of by the board.

(d) tb) Lands owned by the board which are not actively
managed by any state agency or for which a | and nanagenent
pl an has not been conpleted pursuant to subsection(5){4)
shal |l be reviewed by the council or its successor for its

reconmendati on as to whether such | ands shoul d be di sposed of
by the board.
(e) Prior to any decision by the board to surplus

| ands, the Acquisition and Restorati on Conmi ssion shall review

and nmake recomendations to the board concerning the request

for surplusing. The conmi ssion shall determ ne whether the

request for surplusing is conpatible with the resource val ues

of and managenent objectives for such | ands.

(f)te)y In reviewi ng | ands owned by the board ptrsuant
to—paragraphs—{ar—and—(b), the council or its successor shal

consi der whet her such | ands woul d be nore appropriately owned

or managed by the county or other unit of |ocal governnment in
which the land is located. The council or its successor shal

recommend to the board whether a sale, |ease, or other
21

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 CS/ HB 2021
194- 125A- 99

1| conveyance to a | ocal governnent would be in the best

2| interests of the state and | ocal government. The provisions of
3| this paragraph in no way limt the provisions of ss. 253.111

4 | and 253.115. Such lands shall be offered to the county or

5] local government for a period of 90 days. Permittable uses for
6 | such surplus I ands nay include public schools, public

7| libraries, fire or | aw enforcenent substati ons, and

8 | governnental, judicial, or recreational centers. County or

9| local governnment requests for surplus |ands shall be expedited
10 | t hroughout the surplusing process. State agencies shall have
11 | the subsequent opportunity to acquire the surplus lands for a
12 | period not to exceed 30 days after the offer to a county or

13 | I ocal governnent expires. Surplus properties in which

14 | governnental agenci es have expressed no interest shall then be
15| available for sale on the private nmarket.

16 (g) Lands determ ned to be surplus pursuant to this

17 | subsection shall be sold for fair nmarket value or the price

18 | paid by the state or a water nanagenent district to originally
19 | acquire the | ands, whichever is greater, except that the price
20| of lands sold as surplus to any unit of governnent shall not
21 | exceed the price paid by the state or a water nmnagenent
22 | district to originally acquire the lands. A unit of governnent
23 | which acquires title to | ands hereunder for less than fair
24 | market value may not sell or transfer title to all or any
25| portion of the lands to any private owner for a period of 10
26 | years.
27 (h) td)y After review ng the recommendati ons of the
28 | council or its successor, the board shall determ ne whether
29 | lands identified for surplus raparagraphs—{a—antd—-{bjare to
30 | be held for other public purposes or whether such | ands are no
31| | onger needed ef—no—benef+t—to—the—pubec. The board may

22
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require an agency to release its interest in such | ands.

(i) Requests for surplusing nay be nade by any public

or private entity or person. Al requests shall be subnitted

to the | ead managi ng agency for review and recommendation to

the council or its successor. Lead nanagi ng agenci es shal

have 90 days to review such requests and nake reconmendati ons.

Any surpl using requests that have not been acted upon within

the 90-day tine period shall be i mediately schedul ed for

hearing at the next regularly schedul ed neeting of the counci

or its successor.

(j) Proceeds fromany sale of surplus | ands pursuant

to this subsection shall be deposited into the fund from which

such | ands were acquired. However, if the fund from which the

| ands were originally acquired no | onger exists, such proceeds

shal | be deposited into an appropriate account for use by the

| ead managi ng agency for | and managenent.

(k) Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection

no such disposition of land shall be nade if such disposition

woul d have the effect of causing all or any portion of the

i nterest on any revenue bonds issued to | ose the exclusion

fromgross incone for federal incone tax purposes.

23
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(1) te)y The sale of filled, fornerly subnerged | and

that does not exceed 5 acres in area is not subject to review
by the council or its successor

(8) Land nanagenent plans required to be submtted by
t he Departnent of Corrections or the Departnent of Education
shall not be subject to the eeunctt—review provisions for
review by the council or its successor described in subsection

(5). Managenent plans filed by these agencies shall be nade
available to the public for a period of 90 days at the
adm nistrative offices of the parcel or project affected by
t he managenent plan and at the Tall ahassee of fices of each
agency. Any plans not objected to during the public conmment
period shall be deened approved. Any plans for which an
objection is filed shall be submtted to the Board of Trustees
of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund for consideration. The
Board of Trustees of the Internal Inprovenent Trust Fund shal
approve the plan with or without nodification, or reject the
pl an. The use or possession of any such lands which is not in
accordance with an approved | and managenent plan is subject to
ternination by the board.

Section 9. Section 259.02, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

259.02 Authority; full faith and credit
bonds. --Pursuant to the provisions of s. 11(e)¢ta), Art. VIl of
the State Constitution and the State Bond Act s—245-59, the
i ssuance of state bonds pl edgi ng docunentary stanp taxes the
fuH—ftai-th—and—ecredit—oef—the—state in the principal anount,
i ncluding any refinancing, not to exceed$3 billion, on behalf

of and at the request of the Departnent of Environnental

Protection, to be deposited into the Stewardship Florida Trust

Fund for state capital projects for the acquisition of |ands,
24
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wat er areas, and related interests and resources, in urban and

rural settings, for the purposes of restoration, conservation

recreation, water resource devel opnent, or historica

preservation, and for capital inprovenents to | ands and water

areas that acconplish environnental restoration, enhance

public access and recreational enjoynent, pronote |long-term

managenent goals, and facilitate water resource devel opnent is

her eby authorized, subject to the provisions of s. 259.105

e e o : : T

I o I I L : N .
: I . I it I o ! o
the—provisrons—of—ss—259-061+259066.

Section 10. Section 259.021, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

259. 021 |ssuance of bonds subject to constitutiona

aut hori zation. - - Fi nanci ng or refinancing the acquisition or

restoration of, or capital inprovenents to, |ands, water

areas, and rel ated resources by public agencies under the

Stewardship Florida Act is a public purpose for which bonds

may be issued, subject to specific authorization in the State

Constitution to issue bonds to pay the cost of acquiring or

restoring such | ands, water areas, and rel ated resources and

to construct, inprove, enlarge, and extend capita

i mprovenents and facilities thereon as deternined to be

necessary for the purposes of this chapter. No bonds,

certificates, or other evidences of indebtedness shall be

i ssued for the purposes of this chapter except as specifically
authori zed by the State Constitution. Al bonds,
certificates, or other evidences of indebtedness issued

pursuant to this chapter shall be issued at the request of the

Departnent of Environnental Protection pursuant to the State
25
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1| Bond Act and shall be subnitted to the State Board of

2| Admnistration for approval as to fiscal sufficiency. No

3| individual series of bonds may be issued pursuant to this

4| section unless the first year's debt service for such bonds is
5| specifically appropriated in the General Appropriations Act.
6 Section 11. Section 259.03, Florida Statutes, is

7 | anended to read:

8 259.03 Definitions.--The followi ng terns and phrases
9 | when used in this chapter s5—259%61+259-66 shall have the

10 | meaning ascribed to themin this section, except where the

11| context clearly indicates a different neaning:

12 (1) "Advisory council" neans that council established
13 | pursuant to s. 259.035.

14 oy - ol . : . o

15 . i ' ,

|

NN
= O

:{

24 (2) t4)y "Board" neans the Governor and Cabinet, as the
25| Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund.

26 (3) "Capital inprovenent" neans those activities

27 | relating to the acquisition, restoration, public access, and
28 | recreational uses of such | ands, water areas, and rel ated

29 | resources deened necessary to acconplish the purposes of this
30| chapter. Eligible activities include, but are not linmted to:
31| the initial renoval of invasive plants; the construction

26
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i nprovenent, enlargenent or extension of facilities' signs,

firel anes, access roads, and trails; or any other activities

that serve to restore, conserve, protect, or provide public

access, recreational opportunities, or necessary services for

| and or water areas. Such activities shall be identified prior

to the acquisition of a parcel or the approval of a project.

The continued expenditures necessary for a capital inprovenent

approved under this subsection shall not be eligible for

funding provided in this chapter

(4) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Environnental

Protection.

(5) "Division" neans the Division of Bond Fi nance of
the State Board of Adninistration.

(6) "Water resource devel opnent project” neans a

project eligible for funding pursuant to s. 259. 105 that

i ncreases the anount of water available to neet the needs of

natural systens and the citizens of the state by enhancing or

restoring aquifer recharge, facilitating the capture and

storage of excess flows in surface waters, or pronbting reuse.

The i nplenentation of eligible projects under s. 259. 105

i ncludes | and acquisition, |and and water body restoration

aqui fer storage and recovery facilities, surface water

reservoirs, and other capital inprovenents. The term does not

i ncl ude construction of treatnent, transm ssion, or

distribution facilities.

Section 12. Subsections (1), (2), (3), (7)), (8), (9),
(10), (11, (12), and (16) of section 259.032, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

259. 032 Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund;
pur pose. - -

27
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1 (1) It is the policy of the state that the citizens of
2| this state shall be assured public ownership of natural areas
3| for purposes of maintaining this state's unique natura

4 | resources; protecting air, land, and water quality; pronoting
5| water resource devel opnent to neet the needs of natura

6 | systens and citizens of this state; pronoting restoration

7| activities on public | ands;and providing |ands for natural

8 | resource based recreation. In recognition of this policy, it
9]is the intent of the Legislature to provide such public |ands
10| for the people residing in urban and netropolitan areas of the
11| state,as well as those residing in |ess populated, rura

12 | areas.+It is the further intent of the Legislature, wth

13| regard to the | ands described in paragraph (3)(c), that a high
14 | priority be given to the acquisition of such lands in or near
15| counties exhibiting the greatest concentration of popul ation
16 | and, with regard to the | ands described in subsection (3),

17 | that a high priority be given to acquiring lands or rights or
18 | interests in lands within any area designated as an area of

19 | critical state concern under s. 380.05 which, in the judgnent
20 | of the advisory council established pursuant to s. 259.035, or
21| its successor, cannot be adequately protected by application
22 | of land devel opnent regul ati ons adopted pursuant to s. 380. 05.
23| Finally, it is the Legislature's intent that | ands acquired
24 | through this program and any successor prograns be managed in
25| such a way as to protect or restore their natural resource
26 | val ues, and provide the greatest benefit, including public
27 | access, to the citizens of this state.
28 (2)(a) The Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust
29| Fund is established within the Departnent of Environnental
30| Protection. The fund shall be used as a nonl apsing, revolving
31| fund exclusively for the purposes of this section. The fund

28
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1| shall be credited with proceeds fromthe foll owi ng excise

2 | taxes:

3 1. The excise taxes on docunents as provided in s

4| 201. 15; and

5 2. The excise tax on the severance of phosphate rock
6| as provided in s. 211.3103.

7

8 | The Departnment of Revenue shall credit to the fund each nonth
9| the proceeds from such taxes as provided in this paragraph

10 (b) There shall annually be transferred fromthe

11 | Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund to the Land

12 | Acquisition Trust Fund that anpunt, not to exceed $20 million
13 | annual ly, as shall be necessary to pay the debt service on, or
14 | fund debt service reserve funds, rebate obligations, or other
15| amounts with respect to bonds issued pursuant to s. 375.051 to
16 | acquire |l ands on the established priority Iist devel oped

17 | pursuant to this section as—deternmnedby—the—atvisory—counett+
18 | purstant—to—s—259-0635; however, no noneys transferred to the
19 | Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to this paragraph, or

20 | earnings thereon, shall be used or nade available to pay debt
21 | service on the Save Qur Coast revenue bonds. Anpbunts

22 | transferred annually fromthe Conservation and Recreation

23| Lands Trust Fund to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant
24 | to this paragraph shall have the highest priority over other
25 | paynents or transfers fromthe Conservation and Recreation

26 | Lands Trust Fund, and no other paynments or transfers shall be
27 | made fromthe Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund

28 | until such transfers to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund have
29 | been made. Effective July 1, 2001, noneys in the Conservation
30| and Recreation Lands Trust Fund al so shall be used to nmanage
31

29
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1| lands and to pay related costs, activities, and functions

2| pursuant to the provisions of this section.

3 (3) The CGovernor and Cabinet, sitting as the Board of
4| Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund, may allocate
5| noneys fromthe fund in any one year to acquire the fee or any
6| lesser interest in lands for the follow ng public purposes:

7 (a) To conserve and protect environnentally uni que and
8| irreplaceable lands that contain native, relatively unaltered
9| flora and fauna representing a natural area unique to, or

10| scarce within, a region of this state or a |arger geographic
11 | area;

12 (b) To conserve and protect |ands within designated
13 | areas of critical state concern, if the proposed acquisition
14 | relates to the natural resource protection purposes of the

15 | desi gnati on;

16 (c) To conserve and protect native species habitat or
17 | endangered or threatened species, enphasizing |long-term

18 | protection for endangered or threatened species designated G1
19 ) or G2 by the Florida Natural Areas |Inventory, and especially
20 | those areas that are special |ocations for breeding and
21 | reproduction;
22 (d) To conserve, protect, nmnage, or restore inportant
23 | ecosystens, |andscapes, and forests, if the protection and
24 | conservation of such lands is necessary to enhance or protect
25| significant surface water, groundwater, coastal, recreational
26 | tinber, or fish or wildlife resources whi ch cannot otherw se
27 | be acconplished through | ocal and state regul atory prograns;
28 (e) To pronote water resource devel opnent that
29 | benefits natural systens and citizens of the state;
30 (f) To facilitate the restorati on and subsequent
31| health and vitality of the Florida Evergl ades;

30
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(g) te)y To provide areas, including recreationa
trails, for natural resource based recreation and other
out door recreation on any part of any site conpatible with
conservati on purposes;

(h) t+)> To preserve significant archaeol ogical or
historic sites; or

(i) fg)y To conserve urban open spaces suitable for
greenways or outdoor recreation which are conpatible with
conservati on purposes.

(7) The board of trustees may enter into any contract

necessary to acconplish the purposes of this section. The | ead
| and managi ng agenci es desi gnated by the board of trustees

al so are directed by the Legislature to enter into contracts
or interagency agreenents with other governnental entities,

i ncluding local soil and water conservation districts, or
private | and nmanagers who have the expertise to perform
speci fi ¢ managenent activities which a | ead agency | acks, or
whi ch woul d cost nore to provide in-house. Such activities
shal |l include, but not be limted to, controlled burning, road
and ditch maintenance, nowing, and wildlife assessnents.

(8) Lands to be considered for purchase under this
section are subject to the selection procedures of s. 259.035
and related rules and shall be acquired in accordance with
acqui sition procedures for state | ands provided for in s.

259. 041, except as otherw se provided by the Legislature. An
i nholding or an addition to a project selected for purchase
pursuant to this chapter e+—s—2590635 is not subject to the
sel ection procedures of s. 259.035 if the estimted val ue of
such inholding or addition does not exceed $500,000. \Wen at
| east 90 percent of the acreage of a project has been
purchased pursuant to this chapter e+——s—259-0635, the project
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may be renoved fromthe list and the renai ni ng acreage may
conti nue to be purchased. Mneys fromthe fund may be used for
title work, appraisal fees, environnental audits, and survey
costs related to acquisition expenses for |lands to be
acqui red, donated, or exchanged which qualify under the
categories of this section, at the discretion of the board.
When the Legislature has authorized the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Protection to condemm a specific parcel of |and
and such parcel has already been approved for acquisition
under this section, the land nay be acquired in accordance
with the provisions of chapter 73 or chapter 74, and the fund
may be used to pay the condemation award and all costs,
including a reasonable attorney's fee, associated with
condemnati on.

(9)ta)r Al lands nmanaged under this chapter and s.
253. 034 section shall be:

(a) = Managed in a manner that will provide the

great est conbination of benefits to the public and to the
resour ces.

(b) 2- Managed for public outdoor recreation which is
conpatible with the conservation and protection of public
| ands. Such nanagenent nmy include, but not be limted to, the

following public recreational uses: fishing, hunting,

canpi ng, bicycling, hiking, nature study, sw nming, boating,

canoei ng, horseback riding, diving, nodel hobbyist activities,

birding, sailing, jogging, and other rel ated outdoor

activities conpatible with the purposes for which the | ands

wer e acquired

(c) 3~ Managed for the purposes for which the |ands
were acquired, consistent with paragraph (11)(a).
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(d) tb)rE— Concurrent with its adoption of the annua
Conservation and Recreati on Reereationat Lands |ist of
acqui sition projects pursuant to s. 259.035, the board of

trustees shall adopt a nmanagement prospectus for each project.
The managenent prospectus shall delineate:

1. The managenent goals for the property;

2. The conditions that will affect the intensity of
managenent ;

3. An estimate of the revenue-generating potential of
the property, if appropriate;

4. Atinmetable for inplenenting the various stages of
managenent and for providing access to the public, if
appl i cabl g;

5. A description of potential nmultiple-use activities

as described in this section and s. 253.034;

6. Provisions for protecting existing infrastructure
and for ensuring the security of the project upon acquisition

7. The anticipated costs of nanagenent and projected
sources of revenue, including |egislative appropriations, to
fund managenment needs; and

8. Recommendations as to how nmany enpl oyees will be
needed to manage the property, ;-and recomendations as to
whet her | ocal governnents, vol unteer groups, the forner
| andowner, or other interested parties can be involved in the
managenent .

(e)2+ Concurrent with the approval of the acquisition
contract pursuant to s. 259.041(3)(c) for any interest in
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| ands, the board of trustees shall designate an agency or
agenci es to nmanage such | ands and shall eval uate and anmend, as
appropriate, the managenent policy statement for the project
as provided by s. 259.035, consistent with the purposes for
which the lands are acquired. For any fee sinple acquisition
of a parcel which is or will be | eased back for agricultura
pur poses, or any acquisition of a less-than-fee interest in
land that is or will be used for agricultural purposes, the
Board of Trustees of the Internal I|nprovenent Trust Fund shal
first consider having a soil and water conservation district,
created pursuant to chapter 582, manage and nonitor such
i nterests.

(f)3— State agencies designated to nmanage | ands
acqui red under this chapter may contract with | oca
governnments and soil and water conservation districts to
assi st in managenent activities, including the responsibility
of being the lead | and manager. Such | and nanagenent
contracts may include a provision for the transfer of
managenent funding to the |l ocal governnment or soil and water
conservation district fromthe Conservati on and Recreation
Lands Trust Fund in an anount adequate for the |oca
governnment or soil and water conservation district to perform
its contractual |and managenent responsibilities and
proportionate to its responsibilities, and which ot herw se
woul d have been expended by the state agency to nanage the
property.

(g)4— Imediately follow ng the acquisition of any
interest in |ands under this chapter, the Departnent of
Envi ronnental Protection, acting on behalf of the board of
trustees, nmay issue to the lead nanaging entity an interim
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assignnment letter to be effective until the execution of a
formal |ease

(10) (a) State, regional, or |ocal governnental
agencies or private entities designated to nanage | ands under
this section shall devel op and adopt, with the approval of the
board of trustees, an individual nanagenent plan for each
proj ect designed to conserve and protect such lands and their
associ ated natural resources. Private sector involvenment in
managenent pl an devel opnent may be used to expedite the
pl anni ng process.

(b) Beginni-ng—fiseat—year—1998-1999:| ndi vi dual
managenent plans required by s. 253.034(5){4), for parcels

over 160 acres,shall be devel oped with input froman advisory

group. Menbers of this advisory group shall include, at a

m ni nrum representatives of the lead | and nmanagi ng agency,
comanagi ng entities, local private property owners, the
appropriate soil and water conservation district, a |loca
conservation organi zation, and a local elected official. The
advi sory group shall conduct at |east one public hearing
within the county in which the parcel or project is |ocated.
For those parcels or projects that are within nore than one

county, at |east one areaw de public hearing shall be

acceptabl e and the | ead nanagi ng agency shall invite a |l oca

el ected official fromeach county. The areaw de public hearing

shall be held in the county in which the core parcels are

| ocat ed. Notice of such public hearing shall be posted on the
parcel or project designated for nanagenent, advertised in a
paper of general circulation, and announced at a schedul ed
neeting of the |ocal governing body before the actual public
hearing. The nmanagenent prospectus required pursuant to
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1| paragraph (9)(d){b)yshall be available to the public for a

2| period of 30 days prior to the public hearing.

3 (c) Once a plan is adopted, the managi ng agency or

4 | entity shall update the plan at |east every 5 years in a form
5| and manner prescribed by rule of the board of trustees. Such
6 | updates, for parcels over 160 acres, shall be devel oped with
7 | input froman advisory group. Such plans nmay include transfers
8 | of leasehold interests to appropriate conservation

9 | organi zati ons or governnental entities designated by the Land
10 | Acquisition and Management Advisory Council or its successor
11| for uses consistent with the purposes of the organizations and
12 | the protection, preservation, conservation, restoration, and
13 | proper nmanagenent of the lands and their resources. Vol unteer
14 | managenent assi stance i s encouraged, including, but not

15| linmted to, assistance by youths participating in prograns

16 | sponsored by state or |ocal agencies, by volunteers sponsored
17 | by environnental or civic organizations, and by individuals
18 | participating in prograns for committed deli nquents and

19 | adul ts.
20 (d) For each project for which | ands are acquired
21| after July 1, 1995, an individual managenent plan shall be
22 | adopted and in place no later than 1 year after the essenti al
23 | parcel or parcels identified in the annual Conservation and
24 | Recreation Lands report prepared pursuant to s. 259.035(2)(a)
25 | have been acquired. Beginning in fiscal year 1998-1999, the
26 | Departnent of Environnental Protection shall distribute only
27 | 75 percent of the acquisition funds to which a budget entity
28 | or water managenent district would otherwi se be entitled from
29 | the Preservation 2000 Trust Fund to any budget entity or any
30 | wat er managenent district that has nore than one-third of its
31 | managenent plans overdue.
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(e) fay I ndividual managenent plans shall conformto
the appropriate policies and guidelines of the state | and
managenent plan and shall include, but not be linmted to:

1. A statenent of the purpose for which the | ands were
acquired, the projected use or uses as defined in s. 253.034,
and the statutory authority for such use or uses.

2. Key mmnagenent activities necessary to preserve and
protect natural resources and restore habitat, and for
controlling the spread of nonnative plants and aninmals, and
for prescribed fire and other appropriate resource nanagenent
activities.

3. A specific description of how the managi ng agency
plans to identify, |ocate, protect, and preserve, or otherw se
use fragile, nonrenewabl e natural and cultural resources.

4. A priority schedule for conducting nmanagenent
activities, based on the purposes for which the |lands were
acqui r ed.

5. A cost estimate for conducting priority nmanagenent
activities, to include reconmendati ons for cost-effective
net hods of acconplishing those activities.

6. A cost estimate for conducting ot her nanagenent
activities which would enhance the natural resource val ue or
public recreation value for which the |ands were acquired. The
cost estimate shall include recomendations for cost-effective
net hods of acconplishing those activities.

7. A determination of the public uses and public
access that would be consistent with the purposes for which
t he |l ands were acquir ed.

(f)tb)y The Division of State Lands shall submt a copy
of each individual managenent plan for parcels which exceed
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160 acres in size to each nmenber of the Land Acquisition and

Managenent Advi sory Council or its successor, which shall:+—
1. Fhe—eounciH—shalHH-Wthin 60 days after receiving a
plan fromthe division, review each plan for conpliance with

the requirenents of this subsection and with the requirenents
of the rules established by the board pursuant to this
subsecti on.

2. Fhe—eounctHt—shalt—alse Consider the propriety of
the recommendati ons of the managi ng agency with regard to the
future use or protection of the property.

3. After its review, the—eounctH—shat submt the
plan, along with its recommendati ons and coments, to the
board of trustees, with recommendati ons as to—Fhe—<councit
shatH—specitiecatty—recommentd—to—theboard—of—t+rustees whet her

to approve the plan as subnmitted, approve the plan with

nodi fications, or reject the plan.

(9g) te)y The board of trustees shall consider the
i ndi vi dual managenent plan submitted by each state agency and
the recomendati ons of the Land Acquisition and Managenent

Advi sory Council, or its successor,and the Division of State

Lands and shall approve the plan with or without nodification
or reject such plan. The use or possession of any |ands owned
by the board of trustees which is not in accordance with an
approved individual nanagenent plan is subject to ternination
by the board of trustees.

By July 1 of each year, each governnental agency, including
the water managenent districts, and each private entity

desi gnated to nanage | ands shall report to the Secretary of
Envi ronnmental Protection on the progress of funding, staffing,
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and resource managenment of every project for which the agency
or entity is responsible.

(11)(a) The Legislature recognizes that acquiring
| ands pursuant to this chapter serves the public interest by
protecting land, air, and water resources which contribute to
the public health and welfare, providing areas for natura
resource based recreation, and ensuring the survival of unique
and irreplaceabl e plant and ani mal species. The Legislature
intends for these |ands to be managed and nmmi ntai ned for the
pur poses for which they were acquired and for the public to
have access to and use of these |ands where it is consistent
Wi th acquisition purposes and would not harmthe resources the
state is seeking to protect on the public's behalf.

(b) An anmount up to 1.5 percent of the cunulative
total of funds ever deposited into the Florida Preservation
2000 Trust Fund and the Stewardship Florida Trust Fund shal
be made avail abl e for the purposes of managenent, nmintenance,

and capital inmprovenents not eligible for funding pursuant to
s. 11(e), Art. VIl of the State Constitution, and for

associ ated contractual services, for |ands acquired pursuant
to this section,and s. 259.101, s. 259.105, or previous
prograns for the acquisition of |lands for conservation and

recreation, including state forests,to which title is vested

in the board of trustees. Each agency w th nanagenent
responsibilities shall annually request fromthe Legislature
funds sufficient to fulfill such responsibilities. Capttal
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(c) In requesting funds provided for in paragraph (b)
for long-term managenent of all acquisitions pursuant to this
chapter and for associated contractual services, the nanagi ng
agenci es shall recognize the follow ng categories of |and
nmanagenent needs:

1. Lands which are lowneed tracts, requiring basic
resource nanagenent and protection, such as state reserves,
state preserves, state forests, and wildlife nanagenent areas.
These | ands generally are open to the public but have no nore
than mininumfacilities devel opnent.

2. Lands which are noderate-need tracts, requiring
nore than basic resource nanagenent and protection, such as
state parks and state recreation areas. These |ands generally
have extra restoration or protection needs, higher
concentrations of public use, or nore highly devel oped
facilities.

3. Lands which are high-need tracts, with identified
needs requiring unique site-specific resource nanagenent and
protection. These |lands generally are sites with historic
si gni fi cance, unique natural features, or very high intensity
public use, or sites that require extra funds to stabilize or
protect resources, such as |lands with heavy infestations of

nonnative, invasive plants.

I n eval uating the managenent fundi ng needs of | ands based on
t he above categories, the | ead | and nmanagi ng agenci es shal
include in their considerations the inpacts of, and needs
created or addressed by, nultiple-use managenent strategies.
(d) Al revenues generated through multiple-use
nmanagenent or conpati bl e secondary-use managenent shall be

returned to the | ead agency responsi ble for such managenent
40

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 CS/ HB 2021
194- 125A- 99

and shall be used to pay for nmanagenent activities on al
conservation, preservation, and recreation | ands under the
agency's jurisdiction. In addition, such revenues shall be
segregated in an agency trust fund and shall renmain avail able
to the agency in subsequent fiscal years to support |and
managenent appropriations. For the purposes of this paragraph

conpati bl e secondary-use nmanagenent shall be those activities

descri bed in subsection (9) undertaken on parcel s desi gnhat ed

as single use pursuant to s. 253.034(2)(b).

(e) Up to one-fifth of the funds provided for in
paragraph (b) shall be reserved by the board of trustees for
i nteri m nanagenent of acquisitions and for associated
contractual services, to ensure the conservation and
protection of natural resources on project sites and to allow
limted public recreational use of lands. Interi m nmanagenent
activities may include, but not be linmted to, resource
assessnents, control of invasive, nonnative exetie species,
habitat restoration, fencing, |aw enforcenent, controlled
burni ng, and public access consistent with prelimnary
determ nations nade pursuant to paragraph (9)(g)f{b)y. The
board of trustees shall make these interimfunds avail abl e
i medi ately upon purchase

(f) The departnent shall set |ong-range and annual
goals for the control and renoval of nonnative, uptant-
i nvasi ve plant species on public lands. Such goals shal
differentiate between aquatic plant species and upl and pl ant
species. In setting such goals, the departnent nmay rank, in
order of adverse inpact, species that whieh i npede or destroy
the functioning of natural systens. Notw thstandi ng paragraph
(a), up to one-fourth of the funds provided for in paragraph
(b) may shat+ be used by the agencies receiving those funds
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reserved for control and renoval of nonnative, uptant-
i nvasi ve species on public | ands.

(12)(a) Beginning July 1, 1999 inafi+seal—year
19941995, not nore than 3.75 percent of the Conservation and
Recreation Lands Trust Fund shall be nade avail abl e annually

to the departnent for paynment in lieu of taxes to qualifying
counti es;—eiti+essand | ocal governnents as defined in

paragraph (b) for all actual tax |osses incurred as a result
of board of trustees acquisitions for state agencies under the
Stewardship Florida programor the Florida Preservation 2000

program during any year. Reserved funds not used for paynents
inlieu of taxes in any year shall revert to the fund to be
used for land acquisition in accordance with the provisions of
this section.

(b) Paynent in lieu of taxes shall be avail abl e:

1. To all counties that have a popul ati on of 150, 000

or less. Population | evels shall be deternined pursuant to s.

11. 031. Fo—~countes—whi-ch—tevy—an—atd—valoremtax—of—at—teast

825—+tH-s—or—the—anounrt—of—the—tax—toss—{fromat-——conplteted
. o . I I .

poputati-on—of—75-000—o6+—+ess—

2. To all local governnments located in eligible

count i es. Fo—counties—w-th—apoputation—of+tessthan—166,6066
hie] . " . F F Lt eal
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valde—

(c)td)y If insufficient funds are available in any year
to nmake full paynents to all qualifying counties—eitiesyand
| ocal governnents, such counties—etti+esyand | oca
governnents shall receive a pro rata share of the nopneys
avai | abl e.

(d) tey The paynment anount shall be based on the
average anount of actual taxes paid on the property for the 3
years preceding acquisition. Applications for paynent in lieu
of taxes shall be nade no | ater than January 31 of the year
following acquisition. No paynent in lieu of taxes shall be
made for properties which were exenpt fromad val oremtaxation
for the year i medi ately preceding acquisition. |If property
whi ch was subject to ad val oremtaxation was acquired by a
tax-exenpt entity for ultinmate conveyance to the state under
this chapter, paynent in lieu of taxes shall be made for such
property based upon the average anobunt of taxes paid on the
property for the 3 years prior to its being renoved fromthe
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1| tax rolls. The departnment shall certify to the Departnent of
2 | Revenue those properties that may be eligible under this

3| provision. Once eligibility has been established, that county
4| or local governnent shall receive 10 consecutive annua

5| paynents, and no further eligibility deternination shall be

6 | made during that period. Payrent—int+eu—oftaxes—shat—be

7| i I | of . F I ’
8 | beginning—the—year—atocal—government—becones—eHgiblte—

9 (e)tH)y Paynment in lieu of taxes pursuant to this

10 | subsecti on paragraph shall be made annually to qualifying

11 | counti es;—et+t+esand | ocal governnents after certification by
12 | the Departnent of Revenue that the anounts applied for are

13 | reasonably appropriate, based on the anmount of actual taxes
14 | paid on the eligible property, and after the Departnment of

15| Environnental Protection has provided supporting docunents to
16 | the Conptroller and has requested that paynent be nade in

17 | accordance with the requirenents of this section

18 (f)tg)y If the board of trustees conveys to a |oca

19 | governnent title to any | and owned by the board, any paynents
20|l in lieu of taxes on the land nade to the | ocal governnent

21| shall be discontinued as of the date of the conveyance.

22

23 | For the purposes of this subsection, "local governnent"

24 | includes nmunicipalities, the county school board, nosquito

25| control districts, and any other | ocal governnent entity which
26 | levies ad valoremtaxes, with the exception of a water

27 | managenent district.

28 (16) Wthin 90 186 days after receiving a certified
29 | letter fromthe owner of a property on the Conservation and
30| Recreation Lands list or the priority list established

31| pursuant to s. 259.105 objecting to the property being
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1| included in an acquisition project, where such property is a
2| project or part of a project which has not been |isted for

3| purchase in the current year's land acquisition work plan, the
4 | board of trustees shall delete the property fromthe list or

5| fromthe boundary of an acquisition project on the list.

6 Section 13. Section 259.034, Florida Statutes, is

7| created to read

8 259.034 Acquisition and Restoration Conmi ssion.--

9 (1) There is created, effective Septenber 1, 1999,

10| within the Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust
11 | Fund, the Acquisition and Restorati on Conm ssion

12 (a) The commission shall be conposed of nine voting

13 | nenbers, three of whom shall be appointed by the Governor

14 | with the concurrence of the board of trustees. These three
15 | appoi ntees shall consist of the following: one person froma
16 | | and-based scientific field; one person froma water-based

17 | scientific field; and one person from an environnental

18 | science. The nenbers appointed by the Governor shall serve
19 | 4-year terns, except that, initially, to provide for staggered
20| terns, two of the appointees shall serve 2-year terns. A

21 | subsequent appointnents shall be for 4-year terns. No

22 | appoi ntee shall serve nore than 6 years. The Governor may at
23| any tine fill a vacancy for the unexpired term of a nenber

24 | appoi nted under this paragraph

25 (b) The six renmining voting nenbers of the comn ssion
26 | shall be as foll ows:

27 1. One person selected by the water nmanagenent

28 | districts, who shall represent the five districts and shall be
29 | reappoi nted on an annual basis.

30 2. The Secretary of Environnental Protection or a

31 | desi gnee.
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3. The director of the Division of Forestry of the

Departnent of Agriculture and Consumer Services or a designee.
4. The executive director of the Fish and Wldlife

Conservation Commi ssion or a desi gnee.

5. The director of the Division of H storica

Resources of the Departnent of State or a designee.

6. The Secretary of Community Affairs or a designee.
(c) Additionally, the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoint one

ad hoc, nonvoting nenber of the commssion fromtheir

respective chanbers. Such nenbers shall be selected from

anong the nenbers of a standing commttee that has

jurisdictional responsibility for the Departnent of

Envi ronnment al Protection. These nenbers shall serve for the

duration of the termof the appointing |egislative officer

(d) No person who is or has been a | obbyist as defined

ins. 112.3148, at any tinme during the 24 nonths precedi ng

nonmi nation to the commi ssion, for any entity whose interests

could be affected by actions or decisions of the conmi ssion,

shal | be appointed to the commi ssion. This prohibition shal

not apply to the appoi ntees representing state agenci es or

wat er managenent districts or to the ad hoc, nonvoting nenbers

of the conm ssi on.

(2) The Governor shall appoint the chair of the

conmi ssion, and a vice chair shall be elected fromanong the

voti ng nenbers.

(3) The three nenbers of the commi ssi on appoi nted by

t he Governor shall receive $75 per day while engaged in the

busi ness of the commission, as well as expenses and per diem

for travel, including attendance at neetings, as allowed state
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of ficers and enpl oyees while in the performance of their

duties, pursuant to s. 112.061

(4) |Inmediately upon appoi ntnent, the conmi ssion nay

enpl oy an executive director, who shall be selected by the

voting nmenbers of the conmi ssion and confirnmed by the board of

trustees. The conmi ssion nay al so enploy other staff as

necessary to the performance of its duties.

(5) The commission is authorized to adopt rules to

provide for the organi zational structure, selection, and

enpl oynent of an executive director and staff, and

adm nistrative functions related to its operational needs.

(6) The conmission shall devel op a budget pursuant to
chapter 216. The budget shall be transnitted to the board of
trustees as head of the comnmi ssion, for subm ssion to the

Governor in the exercise of the Governor's constitutional

duti es.
(7) The conmmission shall provide assistance to the

board of trustees in review ng the reconmendati ons and pl ans

for state-owned | ands required under s. 253.034. The

conmi ssion shall, in reviewi ng such recommendati ons and pl ans,

consider the optimi zation of nmultiple-use and conservation

strategies to acconplish the provisions of s. 253.034.

However, no multiple-use activity shall be allowed if such use

woul d cause all or any portion of the interest on any bonds

i ssued to finance the Stewardship Florida programto | ose the

excl usion fromgross incone for federal inconme tax purposes.
(8) Additionally, on July 1, 2000, the duties, powers,
and responsibilities of the Land Acquisition and Managenent

Advi sory Council established pursuant to s. 259.035 shall be

assuned by the comi ssion, and the provisions of |aw

aut hori zi ng the advi sory council shall be repeal ed.
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1 (9) For the purposes of expending any renmining funds
2 | deposited into the Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund and

3| distributed pursuant to the provisions of s. 259.101(3)(a),

4 | the conmission shall only use such funds to acquire | ands

5| identified in the annual Conservation and Recreation Lands

6| 1ist approved by the board of trustees in the year 2000.

7 Section 14. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
8] 259.035, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to

9| read:

10 259. 035 Advisory council; powers and duties. --

11 (2)(a) The council shall, by the tine of the first

12 | board neeting in February of each year, establish or update a
13| list of acquisition projects selected for purchase pursuant to
14 | this chapter. |In scoring potential projects for inclusion on
15| the acquisition list, the council shall give greater

16 | consideration to projects that can serve as corridors between
17 | lands already in public ownership or under managenent for

18 | conservation and recreational purposes. Acquisition projects
19 | shall be ranked, in order of priority, individually as a

20| single group or individually within up to 10 separate groups.
21| The council shall subnmit to the board of trustees, together
22| with its list of acquisition projects, a Conservation and

23 | Recreation Lands report. For each project on an acquisition
24 | list, the council shall include in its report the stated

25 | purpose for acquiring the project, an identification of the
26 | essential parcel or parcels within the project wthout which
27 | the project cannot be properly nmanaged, an identification of
28 | those projects or parcels within projects which should be

29 | acquired in fee sinple or in other than fee sinple, an

30 | explanation of the reasons why the council selected a

31| particular acquisition technique, a managenent policy

48
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00O N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 CS/ HB 2021
194- 125A- 99

statenment for the project, a nmanagenment prospectus pursuant to
S. 259.032(9)(d){b)y, an estimate of |and value based on county
tax assessed values, a map delineating project boundaries, a
brief description of the inportant natural and cultura
resources to be protected, preacquisition planning and
budgeti ng, coordination with other public and nonprofit
public-lands acquisition prograns, a prelimnmnary statenent of
the extent and nature of public use, an interi mmnagenent
budget, and designation of a nanagenent agency or agencies.
The Departnent of Environnental Protection shall prepare the
information required by this section for each acquisition
proj ect selected for purchase pursuant to this chapter. In
addition, the departnent shall prepare, by July 1 of each
year, an acquisition work plan for each project on the
acquisition list for which funds will be available for
acqui sition during the fiscal year. The work plan need not
di scl ose any infornmation that is required by this chapter or
chapter 253 to remain confidenti al

Section 15. Subsection (2) of section 259.036, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

259. 036 Managenent review teans. --

(2) The land nanagenent review team shall review
sel ect parcels of nmanaged |and prior to the date the nanagi ng
agency is required to subnit its 5-year |and nanagenent plan
update. A copy of the review shall be provided to the
managi ng agency, the Division of State Lands, and the Land
Acqui sition and Managenent Advi sory Council or its successor

The managi ng agency shall consider the findings and
reconmendati ons of the | and managenent review teamin
finalizing the required 5-year update of its managenent plan
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1 Section 16. Subsection (1) of section 259.04, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 259.04 Board; powers and duties.--

4 (1) For state——eapitat projects and acquisitions

5| sel ected for purchase pursuant to ss. 259.034, 259. 035, ant

6 | 259. 101, and 259. 105:

7 (a) The board is given the responsibility, authority,
8 | and power to devel op and execute a conprehensive, statew de

9| 5-year plan to conserve, restore,and protect environnmentally
10 | endangered | ands, ecosystens, |ands necessary for outdoor

11 | recreational needs,and other |lands as identified in ss.

12 | 259. 032, and 259. 101, and 259.105. This plan shall be kept

13 | current through continual reevaluation and revision. The

14 | advi sory council or its successor shall assist the board in
15| the devel opnent, reeval uation, and revision of the plan

16 (b) The board nmay enter into contracts with the

17 | governnent of the United States or any agency or

18 | instrunentality thereof; the state or any county,

19 | nunicipality, district authority, or political subdivision; or
20 | any private corporation, partnership, association, or person
21 | providing for or relating to the conservation or protection of
22 | certain lands in acconplishing the purposes of this chapter
23 | s5—259-61-259-06.

24 (c) Wthin 45 days after the advisory council or its
25 | successor submits the |lists of erther—tHst—of—acguisition

26 | projects to the board, the board shall approve, in whole or in
27 | part, the lists of Hst—of—acqguisition projects in the order
28 | of priority in which such projects are presented. To the

29 | greatest extent practicable, projects on the |ists H-=st shal
30| be acquired in their approved order of priority.

31
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1 (d) The board is authorized to acquire, by purchase,
2| gift, or devise or otherwise, the fee title or any | esser

3| interest of |ands, water areas, and related resources

4 | sufHetent—toreet—thepurposes—specit-Hed—in—-s—259-03(2f or
5| environnental | y endangered | ands.

6 (2) For state capital projects for outdoor recreation
7 | lands, the provisions of chapter 375 and s. 253.025 shall also
8 | apply.

9 Section 17. Subsections (1) and (3), paragraph (e) of
10 | subsection (7), and present subsection (14) of section

11| 259. 041, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are anended,

12 | subsections (11) through (18) are renunbered as subsections
13 ] (12) through (19), respectively, and a new subsection (11) is
14 | added to said section, to read:

15 259.041 Acquisition of state-owned |ands for

16 | preservation, conservation, and recreation purposes.--

17 (1) Neither the Board of Trustees of the Interna

18 | I mprovenent Trust Fund nor its duly authorized agent shal

19 | conmit the state, through any instrunment of negotiated

20 | contract or agreenent for purchase, to the purchase of |ands
21 | with or wthout appurtenances unless the provisions of this
22 | section have been fully conplied with. However, the board of
23 | trustees may wai ve any requirement of this section, except the
24 | requirenents of subsections (3), (3)—=and (14), and (15); or
25 | notwi t hstandi ng chapter 120, may waive any rul es adopted

26 | pursuant to this section, except rules adopted pursuant to

27 | subsections (3), {¥:3)—=and (14), and (15); or may substitute
28 | other reasonably prudent procedures, provided the public's

29 | interest is reasonably protected. The title to | ands acquired
30| pursuant to this section shall vest in the board of trustees
31| as provided in s. 253.03(1), unless otherw se provided by | aw.
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Al such lands, title to which is vested in the board of
trustees pursuant to this section, shall be adm nistered
pursuant to the provisions of s. 253.03.

(3) No agreenent to acquire real property for the
pur poses described in this chapter, chapter 260, or chapter
375, title to which will vest in the board of trustees, may
bind the state unless and until the agreenent has been
revi ewed and approved by the Departnent of Environnental
Protection as conplying with the requirenents of this section

and any rul es adopted pursuant to this section. Howevers

departrent—wth—this—program Wiere any of the foll ow ng

conditions exist, the agreenent shall be submitted to and
approved by the board of trustees:

(a) The purchase price agreed to by the seller exceeds
the val ue as established pursuant to the rules of the board of
trust ees;

(b) The contract price agreed to by the seller and
acqui ri ng agency exceeds $1 mllion

(c) The acquisition is the initial purchase in a
project; or

(d) Oher conditions that the board of trustees may
adopt by rule. Such conditions may include, but not be limted
to, projects where title to the property being acquired is
consi dered nonnarketabl e or is encunbered in such a way as to
significantly affect its managenent.
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1| Where approval of the board of trustees is required pursuant

2| to this subsection, the acquiring agency nust provide a
3|ljustification as to why it is in the public's interest to

4 | acquire the parcel or project. Approval of the board of

5| trustees also is required for projects the departnent

6 | recommends acquiring pursuant to subsections(14){+3)and

7 |(15) £34)y. Revi ew and approval of agreements for acquisitions

8| for Florida Greenways and Trails Program properties pursuant

9] to chapter 260 nay be wai ved by the departnent in any contract
10 | with nonprofit corporations that have agreed to assist the

11 | departnent with this program

12 (7) Prior to approval by the board of trustees or

13 | when applicabl e, the Departnent of Environnental Protection,
14 | of any agreenent to purchase |and pursuant to this chapter

15 | chapter 260, or chapter 375, and prior to negotiations with
16 | the parcel owner to purchase any other land, title to which
17 | will vest in the board of trustees, an appraisal of the parce
18 | shall be required as foll ows:

19 (e) Cenerally, appraisal reports are confidential and
20 | exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1), for use by the

21| agency and the board of trustees, until an option contract is
22 | executed or, if no option contract is executed, until 2 weeks
23| before a contract or agreenent for purchase is considered for
24 | approval by the board of trustees. However, the departnent has
25| the authority, at its discretion, to disclose appraisa

26 | reports to private |andowners during negotiations for

27 | acquisitions using alternatives to fee sinple techniques, if
28 | the departnent deternines that disclosure of such reports wll
29 | bring the proposed acquisition to closure. The Division of

30| State Lands may al so disclose appraisal infornmation to public
31| agencies or nonprofit organizations that agree to nmamintain the
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confidentiality of the reports or infornmation when joint
acqui sition of property is contenplated, or when a public
agency or nonprofit organization enters into a witten
nmul ti party agreenent with the division to purchase and hold
property for subsequent resale to the division. The division

shal|l al so require each nonprofit organization or private | and

trust which has entered into a witten nultiparty agreenent

with the division to acquire |lands to disclose the total

direct, indirect, and overhead costs incurred, incone earned,

and participation in third-party agreenents with brokers,

attorneys, title insurers, appraisers, surveyors, and other

providers of services associated with specific purchases

included in the multiparty agreenent.In addition, the

di vision may use, as its own, appraisals obtained by a public
agency or nonprofit organization, provided the appraiser is
selected fromthe division's |list of appraisers and the
apprai sal is reviewed and approved by the division. For the
purposes of this chapter, "nonprofit organization" nmeans an
organi zati on whose purposes include pturpese—+s the

preservation of natural resources, and which is exenpt from
federal incone tax under s. 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code. The agency may rel ease an apprai sal report when the
passage of tinme has rendered the concl usions of value in the
report invalid or when the acquiring agency has term nated
negoti ati ons.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of this subsection, on behalf
of the board and before the appraisal of parcels approved for
purchase under this chapter, the Secretary of Environnental
Protection or the director of the Division of State Lands may
enter into option contracts to buy such parcels. Any such
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option contract shall state that the final purchase price is
subj ect to approval by the board or, when applicable, the
secretary and that the final purchase price may not exceed the
maxi nrum of fer allowed by | aw. The consideration for such an
option may not exceed $1,000 or 0.01 percent of the estimate
by the departnent of the value of the parcel, whichever anount
is greater.

(11)(a) The Legislature finds that, with the
i ncreasing pressures on the natural areas of this state and on

open space suitable for recreational use, the state nust

devel op creative techniques to maxinm ze the use of acquisition

and managenent funds. The Legislature also finds that the

state's conservation and recreational |and acquisition

agenci es shoul d be encouraged to augrment their traditional

fee sinple acquisition prograns with the use of alternatives

to fee sinple acquisition techniques. Additionally, the

Legislature finds that generations of private | andowners have

been good stewards of their |land, protecting or restoring

native habitats and ecosystens to the benefit of the natura

resources of this state, its heritage, and its citizens. The

Legislature also finds that using alternatives to fee sinple

acqui sition by public | and acquisition agencies will achieve

the followi ng public policy goals:

1. Allownore lands to be brought under public

protection for preservation, conservation, and recreationa

purposes with | ess expenditure of public funds.

2. Retain, on local governnent tax rolls, sone portion

of or interest in |ands which are under public protection

3. Reduce | ong-term managenent costs by all ow ng

private property owners to continue acting as stewards of

their |land, where appropriate.
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Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature that public

| and acqui sition agenci es devel op prograns to pursue

alternatives to fee sinple acquisition and to educate private

| andowner s about such alternatives and the benefits of such

alternatives. It is also the intent of the Legislature that a

portion of the shares of Preservation 2000 and Stewardship

Fl ori da bond proceeds be used to purchase eligible properties

using alternatives to fee sinple acquisition

(b) Al project applications shall identify, within

their acquisition plans, those projects which require a ful

fee sinple interest to achieve the public policy goals,

together with the reasons full title is deternined to be

necessary. The state agencies and the water nmanagenent

districts may use alternatives to fee sinple acquisition to

bring the remaining projects in their acquisition plans under

public protection. For the purposes of this subsection, the

term"alternatives to fee sinple acquisition" includes, but is

not linmted to: purchase of devel opnent rights; obtaining

conservati on easenents; obtaining fl owage easenents; purchase

of tinber rights, nineral rights, or hunting rights; purchase

of agricultural interests or silvicultural interests; entering

into land protection agreenents as defined in s. 380.0677(5);

fee sinple acquisitions with reservations; creating life

estates; or any other acquisition technique which achi eves the

public policy goals listed in paragraph (a). It is presuned

that a private | andowner retains the full range of uses for

all the rights or interests in the | andowner's | and which are

not specifically acquired by the public agency. The | ands upon

which hunting rights are specifically acquired pursuant to

this paragraph shall be available for hunting in accordance
56
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wi th the managenent plan or hunting regul ati ons adopted by the

Fl orida Fish and WIldlife Conservati on Conmi ssion, unless the

hunting rights are purchased specifically to protect

activities on adjacent |ands.

(c) \When devel oping the acquisition plan pursuant to

s. 259.105 the comi ssion may give preference to those | ess

than fee sinple acquisitions that provide any public access.

However, the Legislature recogni zes that public access is not

al ways appropriate for certain less than fee sinple

acqui sitions; therefore no proposed |l ess than fee sinple

acqui sition shall be rejected sinply because public access

woul d be [imted.

(d) Beginning in fiscal year 1999-2000, the departnment

and each water managenent district shall inplenent initiatives

to use alternatives to fee sinple acquisition and to educate

private | andowners about such alternatives. The departnment

and the water nanagenent districts nmay enter into joint

acqui sition agreenents to jointly fund the purchase of |ands

using alternatives to fee sinple techniques.

(e) The Legislature finds that the lack of direct

sal es conparison informati on has served as an inpedinent to

successful inplenentation of alternatives to fee sinple

acquisition. It is the intent of the Legislature that, in the

absence of direct conparable sales information, appraisals of

alternatives to fee sinple acquisitions be based on the

di fference between the full fee sinple valuation and the val ue

of the interests remaining with the seller after acquisition

(f) The public agency which has been assi gned

managenent responsibility shall inspect and nonitor any |ess

than fee sinple interest according to the terns of the

pur chase agreenent relating to such interest.
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(15) t34) The board of trustees, by an affirmative vote
of five nmenbers, may direct the departnment to purchase | ands
on an i mredi ate basis using up to 15 percent of the funds
al l ocated to the departnent pursuant to ss.s—259.101(3)(a)
and 259.105 for the acquisition of |ands that:

(a) Are listed or placed at auction by the Federal
CGovernnent as part of the Resolution Trust Corporation sale of
| ands fromfail ed savings and | oan associ ati ons;

(b) Are listed or placed at auction by the Federal
Governnent as part of the Federal Deposit |nsurance
Corporation sale of lands fromfail ed banks; or

(c) WIIl be devel oped or otherwi se lost to potenti al
public ownership, or for which federal nmatching funds will be
| ost, by the tine the |land can be purchased under the program
within which the land is listed for acquisition.

For such acquisitions, the board of trustees may wai ve or
nodi fy all procedures required for |and acquisition pursuant
to this chapter and all conpetitive bid procedures required
pursuant to chapters 255 and 287. Lands acquired pursuant to
this subsection nust, at the tinme of purchase, be on one of
the acquisition |ists established pursuant to this chapter, or
be essential for water resource devel opnent, protection, or

restoration,or a significant portion of the |ands nust

contain natural conmunities or plant or aninal species which
are listed by the Florida Natural Areas |Inventory as
critically inperiled, inperiled, or rare, or as excellent
gual ity occurrences of natural communiti es.

Section 18. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (6)
and paragraph (f) of subsection (9) of section 259.101
Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are anended to read:
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1 259.101 Florida Preservation 2000 Act.--

2 (6) DI SPCsSITION OF LANDS. - -

3 (a) Any lands acquired pursuant to paragraph (3)(a),

4 | paragraph (3)(c), paragraph (3)(d), paragraph (3)(e),

5| paragraph (3)(f), or paragraph (3)(g), if title to such |ands
6|is vested in the Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent
7 | Trust Fund, may be di sposed of by the Board of Trustees of the
8| Internal Inprovenment Trust Fund in accordance with the

9| provisions and procedures set forth in s. 253.034(6) 5y, and
10 | ands acquired pursuant to paragraph (3)(b) may be di sposed of
11 | by the owni ng water managenent district in accordance with the
12 | procedures and provisions set forth in ss. 373.056 and 373. 089
13 | provided such disposition also shall satisfy the requirenents
14 | of paragraphs (b) and (c).

15 (b) Before |and may be surpl used ean—be—-determned—+to
16 | be—ofrnoe—fturther—benet+-t—to—the—publi¢e as required by s

17 | 253.034(6){5), or determined to be no longer required for its
18 | purposes under s. 373.056(4), whichever may be applicable,

19 | there shall first be a determination by the Board of Trustees
20| of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund, or, in the case of
21 | water managenent district |ands, by the owning water
22 | managenent district, that such I and no | onger needs to be
23 | preserved in furtherance of the intent of the Florida
24 | Preservation 2000 Act. Any lands eligible to be disposed of
25 | under this procedure also may be used to acquire other |ands
26 | through an exchange of |ands, provided such |ands obtained in
27 | an exchange are described in the sane paragraph of subsection
28| (3) as the | ands disposed.
29 (9)
30 (f)1. Pursuant to subsection (3) and beginning in
31| fiscal year 1999-2000, that portion of the unencunbered
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bal ances of each program described in paragraphs (3)(c), (d),
(e), (f), and (g) which has been on deposit in such progranis
Preservati on 2000 account for nore than two fiscal years shal
be redistributed equally to the Departnent of Environnental
Protection, D vision of State Lands P2000 sub account for the
purchase of State Lands as described in s. 259.032 and Water
Managenent District P2000 sub account for the purchase of
Wat er Managenent Lands pursuant to ss. 373.456, 373.4592 and
373.59. For the purposes of this subsection, the term
"unencunber ed bal ances" neans the portion of Preservation 2000
bond proceeds which is not obligated through the signing of a
purchase contract between a public agency and a private
| andowner, except that the program described in paragraph
(3)(c) may not | ose any portion of its unencunbered funds
whi ch remai n unobl i gated because of extraordinary
ci rcunstances that hanpered the affected | ocal governnents
abilities to close on | and acqui sition projects approved
t hrough the Florida Communities Trust program Extraordinary
ci rcunstances shall be determ ned by the Florida Communities
Trust governing body and may i nclude such things as death or
bankruptcy of the owner of property; a change in the |and use
designation of the property; natural disasters that affected a
| ocal governnent's ability to consunmate the sal es contract on
such property; or any other condition that the Florida
Communi ti es Trust governing board deternined to be
extraordi nary. The portion of the funds redistributed
deposited in the Water Managenent District P2000 sub account
tands—Frust—Fund shall be distributed to the water nmanagenent
districts as provided in s. 373.59(7).

2. The departnent and the water nmanagenent districts

may enter into joint acquisition agreenents to jointly fund
60
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t he purchase of lands using alternatives to fee sinple
t echni ques.

Section 19. Section 259.105, Florida Statutes is
created to read

259. 105 The Stewardship Florida Act. --

(1) This section may be cited as the "Stewardship
Florida Act."

(2)(a) The Legislature finds and decl ares that:

1. The Preservation 2000 program provi ded trenendous

financial resources for purchasing environnentally significant

| ands to protect those | ands from i nminent devel opnent,

t hereby assuring present and future generations access to

i mportant open spaces and recreation and conservation | ands.

2. The continued alteration and devel oprment of

Florida's natural areas to accommpdate the state's rapidly

growi ng popul ati on have contri buted to the degradati on of

wat er resources, the fragnentation and destruction of wildlife

habitats, the | oss of outdoor recreation space, and the

di m ni shnent of wetlands, forests, and public beaches.

3. The potential devel opnent of Florida' s renmining

natural areas and escal ation of |land values require a

conti nuation of governnent efforts to restore, bring under

public protection, or acquire |lands and water areas to

preserve the state's invaluable quality of life.

4. Florida's groundwater, surface waters, and springs

are under trenmendous pressure due to popul ation growth and

econom ¢ expansi on and require special protection and

restoration efforts. To ensure that sufficient quantities of

water are available to neet the current and future needs of

the natural systens and citizens of the state, and assist in

achi eving the planning goals of the departnent and the water
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managenent districts, water resource devel opnent projects on

public |l ands, where conpatible with the resource val ues of and

managenent objectives for the |ands, are appropriate.

5. The needs of urban Florida for high-quality outdoor

recreational opportunities, greenways, trails, and open space

have not been fully net by previous acquisition prograns.

Thr ough such prograns as the Florida Communities Trust and the

Fl ori da Recreation Devel opnent Assistance Program the state

shal | place additional enphasis on acquiring, protecting,

preserving, and restoring open space, greenways, and

recreation properties within urban areas where pristine

natural conmunities or water bodies no | onger exist because of

the proximty of devel oped property.

6. Many of Florida' s uni gue ecosystens, such as the

Fl ori da Evergl ades, are facing ecol ogical collapse due to

Fl orida's burgeoni ng popul ati on. To preserve these val uabl e

ecosystens for future generations, parcels of |land nust be

acquired to facilitate ecosystemrestoration

7. Access to public lands to support a broad range of

out door recreational opportunities and the devel opnent of

necessary infrastructure, where conpatible with the resource

val ues of and managenent objectives for such |ands, pronotes

an appreciation for Florida's natural assets and inproves the

quality of life.

8. Acquisition of lands, in fee sinple or in any

| esser interest, should be based on a conprehensive assessnent

of Florida's natural resources and planned so as to protect

the integrity of ecol ogical systens and provide multiple

benefits, including preservation of fish and wildlife habitat,

recreation space for urban as well as rural areas, and water

r echar ge.
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9. The state has enbraced perfornmance-based program

budgeting as a tool to evaluate the achi evenents of publicly

funded agencies, build in accountability, and reward those

agenci es which are able to consistently achieve quantifiable

goals. Wiile previous and existing state environnental

prograns have achi eved varyi ng degrees of success, few of

t hese prograns can be evaluated as to the extent of their

achi evenents, primarily because performance neasures,

st andards, outcones, and goals were not established at the

outset. Therefore, the Stewardship Florida programshall be

devel oped and inplenented in the context of neasurable state

goal s and obj ecti ves.

10. It is the intent of the Legislature to change the

focus and direction of the state's major |and acquisition

prograns and to extend fundi ng and bondi ng capabilities, so

that future generations nay enjoy the natural resources of
Fl ori da.
(b) The Legislature recognizes that acquisition is

only one way to achi eve the aforenenti oned goals and

encour ages the devel opnent of creative partnershi ps between

governnental agencies and private | andowners. Land protection

agreenents and sinmilar tools should be used, where

appropriate, to bring environnentally sensitive tracts under

an acceptable level of protection at a lower financial cost to

the public, and to provide private |andowners with the

opportunity to enjoy and benefit fromtheir property.

(c) Public agencies or other entities that receive

funds under this section are encouraged to better coordinate

their expenditures so that project acquisitions, when conbi ned

Wi th acquisitions under Preservation 2000, Save Qur Rivers

the Florida Communities Trust, and other public |and
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acqui sition prograns, will formnore conplete patterns of

protection for natural areas and functioning ecosystens, to

better acconplish the intent of this section

(d) Along-termfinancial conmtnent to nanagi ng

Florida's public | ands nust acconpany any new | and acqui sition

programto ensure that the natural resource val ues of such

| ands are protected, that the public has the opportunity to

enjoy the lands to their fullest potential, and that the state

achi eves the full benefits of its investnment of public

dol | ars.
(e) Wthlinmted dollars available for restoration and

acqui sition of land and water areas and for providing

| ong-term nanagenent and capital inprovenents, a conpetitive

sel ecti on process can sel ect those projects bhest able to neet

the goals of Stewardship Florida and nmaxin ze the efficient

use of the progranis funding.

(f) To ensure success and provide accountability to

the citizens of this state, it is the intent of the

Legi sl ature that any bond proceeds used pursuant to this

section be used to inplenent the goals and objectives

devel oped by the Acquisition and Restoration Conmi ssion

(g As it has with previous |and acqui sition prograns,

the Legislature recogni zes the desires of the citizens of this

state to prosper through econom c devel opnent and to preserve

the natural areas and recreational open space of Florida. The

Legi sl ature further recogni zes the urgency of restoring the

natural functions of public |lands or water bodi es before they

are degraded to a point where recovery nay never occur, yet

acknowl edges the difficulty of ensuring adequate funding for

restoration efforts in light of other equally critica

financial needs of the state. It is the Legislature's desire
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1| and intent to fund the i nplenentation of this section and to

2| do soin a fiscally responsi ble nmanner, by issuing bonds to be
3| repaid with docunentary stanp tax revenue.

4 (3) Less the costs of issuing and the costs of funding
5| reserve accounts and ot her costs associated with bonds, the

6 | proceeds of bonds issued pursuant to this section shall be

7 | deposited into the Stewardship Florida Trust Fund created by

8| s. 259.1051. The proceeds shall be distributed by the

9 | Departnent of Environnental Protection in the foll ow ng

10 | manner:

11 (a) Thirty-five percent to Departnent of Environnental
12 | Protection for distribution by the Acquisition and Restoration
13 | Conmission for the acquisition of |lands and capital project

14 | expenditures necessary to i nplenent the water nmnagenent

15| districts' priority lists subnitted pursuant to s. 373.199.

16 (b) Thirty-five percent to the Departnent of

17 | Environnental Protection for distribution by the Acquisition
18 | and Restoration Conmi ssion for the acquisition of |ands and

19 | capital project expenditures described in this section. O the
20 | proceeds distributed pursuant to this paragraph, it is the

21| intent of the Legislature that an increased priority be given
22 | to those acquisitions which achi eve a conbi nati on of

23 | conservation and preservation goals, water restoration goals,
24 | and wat er resource devel opnent goal s.

25 (c) Twenty percent to the Departnent of Community

26 | Affairs to provide grants and |loans to | ocal governnents

27 | through the Florida Communities Trust pursuant to part |1l of
28 | chapter 380. OF this 20 percent, 75 percent shall be matched
29 | by local governnents on a dollar-for-dollar basis. However, no
30| less than 5 percent of the funds all ocated through the Florida
31| Communities Trust shall be used to acquire |ands for
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recreational trail systenms. In the event these designated

funds are not fully expended on recreational trai

acqui sitions, the Florida Comunities Trust may expend such

funds for other purposes authorized by this section

(d) One and five-tenths percent to the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Protection for the purchase of inholdings and

additions to state parks. For the purposes of this paragraph

"state park” nmeans any real property in the state which is

under the jurisdiction of the Division of Recreation and Parks

of the departnment, or which may cone under its jurisdiction

(e) One and five-tenths percent to the Division of

Forestry of the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

Services to fund the acquisition of state forest inhol dings

and additions pursuant to s. 589.07 and the inpl enentation of

reforestation plans or sustainable forestry nmanagenent

practices.
(f) One and five-tenths percent to the Fish and

Wldlife Conservation Conmission to fund the acquisition of

i nhol di ngs and additions to | ands managed by the comn ssion

which are inportant to the conservation of fish and wildlife.

(g0 One and five-tenths percent to the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Protection for the Florida Greenways and Trails

Program to acquire greenways and trails or greenways and

trail systens pursuant to chapter 260, including, but not

limted to, abandoned railroad rights-of-way and the Florida

Nat i onal Scenic Trail.

(h) Four percent to the Division of Recreation and

Par ks of the Departnent of Environnental Protection to provide

grants to | ocal governnents through the Florida Recreation

Devel opnent Assi stance Program pursuant to s. 375.075.

66

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 CS/ HB 2021
194- 125A- 99

(i) For the purposes of paragraphs (d), (e), and (f),

t he agenci es which receive the funds shall develop their

i ndi vidual acquisition or restoration lists. Proposed

additions may be acquired if they are identified within the

ori ginal project boundary, the managenent plan required

pursuant to s. 253.034(5), or the nmanagenent prospectus

required pursuant to s. 259.032(9)(d). Proposed additions not

neeting the requirenents of this paragraph shall be submitted

to the Acquisition and Restoration Conm ssion for approval.

The commi ssion may only approve the proposed addition if it

neets two or nore of the following criteria: serves as a link

or corridor to other publicly owned property; enhances the

protection or managenent of the property; would add a

desirabl e resource to the property; would create a nore

nmanageabl e boundary configuration; has a high resource val ue

that otherwi se woul d be unprotected; or can be acquired at

| ess than fair nmarket val ue.

(j) The appropriate legislative conmittees with

jurisdiction over the Stewardship Florida program shal

conduct a review by January 1, 2005, which shall exanine the

need for and, if necessary, make reconmendations related to

the percentage distributions provided for in this subsection

for consideration during the 2005 Regul ar Session of the

Legi sl at ure.

(4) It is the intent of the Legislature that projects

or acquisitions funded pursuant to paragraphs (3)(a) and (b)

contribute to the achi evenent of the foll owi ng goals:

(a) An increase in the level of protection for, or an

increase in the populations of, listed plant species, as

neasured by the nunber of occurrences, acres of strategic

habitat areas, or delisting or redesignation of such species.
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(b) An increase in the level of protection for, or an

increase in the populations of, listed ani mal species, as

neasured by the nunber of occurrences, acres of strategic

habitat areas, delisting or redesignation of such species, or

the change in long-termsurvival rates.

(c) The restoration of |land areas, as neasured by a

reduction in nonnative species, |evel of nmaintenance contro

of invasive species, reforestation rates, or regeneration of

natural communiti es.

(d) An increase in public | andhol di ngs needed to neet

the goals of this subsection, as neasured by the acquisition

of lands in fee sinple or with less than fee sinple

al ternatives.

(e) The conpletion of projects begun under previous

| and acquisition prograns, as neasured through the acquisition

of | and under inhol dings and additions prograns.

(f) An increase in the anount of forest |and for

sust ai nabl e natural resources

(g) An increase in public recreational opportunities,

as neasured by the acreage avail able for recreationa

opportunities or the nunber of niles available for greenways

or trails.
(h) A reduction in the anobunt of pollutants fl ow ng

into Florida's surface waters, as neasured by a reduction in

t he nunber of surface water bodi es desi gnated as inpaired.

(i) The inprovenent of water recharge rates on public

| ands, as neasured by increased speed of recharge and anount

of cubic feet of water nmde avail abl e.

(j) The restoration of water areas, as neasured by a

reduction of nonnative species, |evel of nmaintenance contro

of invasive species, regeneration of natural conmunities,
68
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reduction of excessive sedi nentation, renoval of inpedinents,

or reduction of shoreline erosion.

(k) The protection of natural floodplain functions and

prevention of or reduction in flood danage, as neasured by the

nunber of acres of floodplain in public ownership.

(1) The restoration of degraded water bodies, as

neasured by the nunber of goals inplenented under a surface

wat er inprovenent plan or other restoration plans.

(m The restoration of wetlands, as neasured by the

nunber of acres of previously converted wetlands returned to a

functioni ng status.

(n) The preservation of strategic wetlands, as

neasured by the nunber of acres acquired.

(o) The preservation of, or reduction of contam nants

in, aquifers and springs, as neasured by contaminant |evels or

t he nunber of acres of recharge areas acquir ed.

(5) The Acquisition and Restoration Conmmi ssi on shal

adopt nuneric goals and performance neasures for those goals

enunerated in subsection (4). The conmi ssion may al so devel op

and submit additional goals and suggested perfornmance neasures

to be used for inplenentation of this section. The comn ssion

shall utilize the findings of the Stewardship Florida Study

Conmi ssion in establishing nuneric goals and perfornmance

neasures. The goals and perfornance neasures devel oped

pursuant to this subsection shall be subnmitted to the board of

trustees for their review and approval by January 1, 2001, and

subsequently subnitted no |ater than 30 days prior to the 2001

Regul ar Session for review by the appropriate |egislative

committees with jurisdiction over the departnent. The

Legislature may reject, nodify, or take no action relative to
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1| the goals and perfornmance neasures. |f no action is taken
2| the goals and performance neasures shall be inpl enented.
3 (6) Al lands acquired pursuant to this section shal
4 | be managed for nultipl e-use purposes, where conpatible with
5] the resource val ues of and managenent objectives for such
6] lands. As used in this section, "nultiple-use" includes, but
7|1is not limted to, outdoor recreational activities as
8 | described in ss. 253.034 and 259.032(9)(b), water resource
9 | devel opnent projects, and sustai nable forestry nmanagenent.
10 (7) As provided in this section, a water resource or
11 | water supply devel opment project may be allowed only if the
12 | followi ng conditions are net: mininmumflows and | evel s have
13 | been established for those waters, if any, which may
14 | reasonably be expected to experience significant adverse
15| effects as a result of the project; the project conplies with
16 | all applicable permitting requirenents; and the project is
17 | consistent with the regional water supply plan, if any, of the
18 | wat er nmnagenent district and with rel evant recovery or
19 | prevention strategies if required pursuant to s. 373.0421(2).
20 (8)(a) Beginning July 1, 2000, and every year
21| thereafter, the conmission shall accept applications from
22 | state agencies, |local governnents, nonprofit and for-profit
23 | organi zations, private land trusts, and individuals for
24 | project proposals eligible for fundi ng pursuant to paragraph
251|(3)(b). The commission shall evaluate the proposals received
26 | pursuant to this subsection to ensure that they neet at | east
27 | one of the criteria under subsection (10).
28 (b) Project applications shall contain, at a mni num
29 | the foll ow ng
30 1. A nininumof two nuneric perfornance neasures that
3l | directly relate to the overall goals adopted by the
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conm ssion. Each perfornmance neasure shall include a baseline

neasurenent, which is the current situation; a perfornmance

standard which the project sponsor anticipates the project

wi |l achieve; and the performance neasurenent itself, which

shoul d reflect the increnental inprovenents the project

acconpl i shes towards achi eving the perfornance standard.

2. Proof that property owners within any proposed

acqui sition have been notified of their inclusion in the

proposed project. Any property owner nmy request the renoval

of such property fromfurther consideration by subnmitting a

request to the project sponsor or conmission by certified

mai | . Upon receiving this request, the commission shall delete

the property fromthe proposed project.

(c) The title to lands acquired under this section

shall vest in the Board of Trustees of the Interna

| nprovenent Trust Fund, except that title to |lands acquired by

a water managenent district shall vest in the nane of that

district and |l ands acquired by a | ocal governnent shall vest

in the nane of the purchasing | ocal governnent.

(9) The commission shall develop two project |ists:

(a) One list shall represent those projects subnitted

pursuant to subsection (8).

(b) One list shall represent those projects subnitted
pursuant to s. 373.199.
(10) In devel oping the proposed project |ists pursuant

to subsection (9), the comi ssion shall consider, when

appl i cabl e, whether the project:

(a) Has multiple benefits, including, but not limted

to, habitat protection, recreational and aesthetic val ues, and

natural conmunity preservation, or pronotes groundwater

recharge or inproves water quality.
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(b) Meets multiple goals as described in subsection

(4).

(c) Includes attributes or natural resource val ues

underrepresented in the state's inventory of public |ands.

(d) |Is part of an ongoi ng governnental effort to

restore, protect, or develop | and areas or water resources.

(e) WII be funded by contributions fromnultiple

entities; and whether local, regional, state, and federa

entities will form partnerships to inplenent project

activities.
(f) Furthers conservation goals of the programthrough

the acquisition of |ands that:

1. Have inperiled, critically inperiled, or rare

natural conmunities of native vegetation and wildlife, or have

excellent quality occurrences of natural conmunities;

2. Serve as habitat for endangered or threatened pl ant

or ani nal speci es;

3. Have significant archeol ogical or historical sites;

4. Provide for outdoor recreational activities as
described in s. 259.032(9)(b); or
5. Enhance or facilitate nmanagenent of properties

al ready under public ownership.

(g) Provides for the conpletion of projects in which

acqui sition activities were begun under previous state | and

acquisition initiatives.

(h) Restores |land and water areas to conditions that

i mprove their natural functions and attributes.

(i) Makes capital inprovenents to |and or water areas

that inprove public access, develop recreational facilities,

or pronote nore efficient and effective managenent of such

| and or water areas.
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(j) Restores and reclains forestry |lands to enhance

and ensure their continued val ue as ecosystens, through the

i npl erentation of reforestation plans or sustai nable forestry

managenment practices.

(k) Has funding sources that are identified and

assured through at least the first 2 years of the project.

(1) Contributes to the solution of water resource

probl ens on a regional basis.

(m Has a significant portion of its land area in

i mmi nent danger of devel oprment, in i nm nent danger of | osing

its significant natural attributes or recreational open space,

or in inmmnent danger of subdivision which would result in

nmul ti pl e ownershi p and nake acquisition of the project costly

or less likely to be acconpli shed.

(n) WII inplenent an elenment froma plan devel oped by

an ecosystem managenent team

(o) Exhibits conpelling evidence that the land is

likely to be devel oped during the next 12 nonths, or

apprai sals made during the past 5 years indicate an escal ati on

in land value at an average rate that exceeds the average rate

of interest likely to be paid on the bonds.

(p) |s one of the conponents of the Evergl ades

restoration effort.

(q) My be purchased at 80 percent of appraised val ue

or |ess.
(r) May be acquired, in whole or part, using

alternatives to fee sinple, including, but not limted to,

pur chase of devel opnent rights, hunting rights, agricultura

or silvicultural rights, or mneral rights; obtaining

conservation easenents or flowage easenents; or use of |and

protection agreenents as defined in s. 380.0677(5).
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(s) Is ajoint acquisition, either anpng public

agenci es, nonprofit organizations, or private entities, or by

a public-private partnership.

(t) Involves the acquisition of coastal |lands. In

acquiring coastal |ands pursuant to this section, the

following additional criteria shall be considered:

1. The val ue of acquiring coastal high-hazard parcels,

consistent with hazard nmitigation and postdi saster

redevel opnent policies, in order to mnimze the risk to life

and property and to reduce the need for future disaster

assi st ance.
2. The value of acquiring beachfront parcels,

irrespective of size, to provide public access and

recreational opportunities in highly devel oped urban areas.

3. The value of acquiring identified parcels the

devel opnent of which woul d adversely affect coastal resources.

It is expected that projects selected will accrue nultiple

benefits, such as: protecting and restoring habitat for

wildlife, aquatic life, and plants, including species

desi ghat ed as endangered, threatened, and of special concern

providi ng aesthetic and recreational pleasure for the citizens

of the state; attracting visitors; and generating substanti al

econoni ¢ benefits.

(11) Projects that are otherwise eligible for funding

under this section and for which nmatching funds are avail abl e

shal |l be given increased priority.

(12) Wen a nonprofit organi zati on, whose purposes

i ncl ude preservation of natural resources and which is tax

exenpt pursuant to s. 501(c)(3) of the United States Interna

Revenue Code, sells land to the state, such land at the tine

of such sale shall be deened to neet nultiple criteria |listed
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in subsection (10) if such land net nultiple criteria at the

time the organi zati on purchased the | and.

(13) The Acquisition and Restorati on Commi ssi on shal

use the goals and criteria listed in subsections (4) and (10)

to conpetitively evaluate, select, and rank projects eligible

for Stewardship Florida funds.

(14) In developing the list of projects for funding

pursuant to paragraph (3)(a), it is not the intent of the

Legi sl ature that these funds be used to abrogate the financi al

responsibility of those point and nonpoi nt sources that have

contributed to the degradati on of water or | and areas.

Therefore, the Acquisition and Restorati on Conm ssi on shal

give increased priority to those projects that have secured a

cost-sharing agreenent allocating responsibility for the

cl eanup of point and nonpoi nt sources.

(15) The Legislature recogni zes that Stewardship

Florida is a goal -oriented, performance-driven,

conpetition-based programand that, in order to further these

principles, flexibility is a critical elenent of the program

The Legislature further recognizes that the needs of certain

projects or regions of the state will vary over tine and that,

as a result, there will be occasions when the priorities of

the state should be directed to a given project or region. To

allow for this flexibility but also seek an equitable

di stribution of bond proceeds, it is the intent of the

Legi sl ature that, upon the conpletion of Stewardship Florida,

t hose projects sel ected pursuant to paragraphs (3)(a) and (b)

will reflect a bal ance between ecol ogi cal and geographic

i nterests.
(16) An affirmative vote of five nenbers of the

conm ssion shall be required in order to place a proposed
75
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project on either list. Any nmenber of the conmi ssion who by

famly or a business relationship has a connection with any

proj ect proposed to be ranked shall declare such interest

prior to voting for a project's inclusion on the |ist.

(17) Each year that bonds are to be issued pursuant to

this section, the conm ssion shall review that year's approved

project lists and shall, by the first board neeting in My,

present to the Board of Trustees of the Internal | nprovenent

Trust Fund for approval a listing of projects devel oped

pursuant to subsection (9). The board of trustees nay renove

projects fromthe |list devel oped pursuant to this subsection,

but may not add projects or rearrange project rankings.

(18) The conmission shall subnmit to the board of

trustees, with its list of projects, a report that includes,

but shall not be linted to, the follow ng information for

each project listed:

(a) The stated purpose for inclusion.

(b) Projected costs to achieve the project goals.

(c) An interi mnmanagenent budget.

(d) Specific performnce nmeasures.

(e) Plans for public access.

(f) An identification of the essential parcel or

parcels within the project w thout which the project cannot be

proper |y nmanaged.

(g) VWhere applicable, an identification of those

projects or parcels within projects which should be acquired

in fee sinple or in less than fee sinple.

(h) An identification of those |ands bei ng purchased

for conservati on purposes.

(i) A managenent policy statement for the project and

a managenent prospectus pursuant to s. 259.032(9)(d).
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(j) An estimate of |and val ue based on county tax

assessed val ues.

(k) A map delineating project boundari es.

(1) An assessnent of the project's ecol ogi cal val ue,

out door recreational value, forest resources, wildlife

resources, ownership pattern, utilization, and | ocation

(m A discussion of whether alternative uses are

proposed for the property and what those uses are.

(n) A designation of the managenent agency or

agenci es.
(19) Al proposals for projects pursuant to this

section shall be inplenented only if adopted by the conm ssion

and approved by the board of trustees. The comni ssion shal

consider and evaluate in witing the nerits and denerits of

each project that is proposed for Stewardship Florida funding

and shall ensure that each proposed project will neet a stated

public purpose for the restoration, conservation, or

preservation of environnentally sensitive | ands and water

areas or for providing outdoor recreational opportunities.

The commi ssion also shall determine if the project conforns,

where applicable, with the conprehensive plan devel oped

pursuant to s. 259.04(1)(a), the conprehensive multipurpose

out door recreation plan devel oped pursuant to s. 375.021, the

state | ands nanagenent plan adopted pursuant to s. 253.03(7),

the water resources work plans devel oped pursuant to s.

373.199, and the provisions of this section
(20)(a) The Board of Trustees of the Interna
| nprovenent Trust Fund, or, in the case of water nmmnagenent

district |lands, the owning water nmanagenent district, nay

authorize the granting of a | ease, easenent, or license for

the use of certain |lands acquired pursuant to this section,
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for certain uses that are deternined by the appropriate board

to be conpatible with the resource val ues of and nanagenent

obj ectives for such | ands.

(b) Any existing | ease, easenent, or license acquired

for incidental public or private use on, under, or across any

| ands acquired pursuant to this section shall be presuned to

be conpatible with the purposes for which such | ands were

acqui r ed.
(c) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of paragraph (a),

no such | ease, easenent, or license shall be entered into by

the Departnent of Environmental Protection or other

appropriate state agency if the granting of such | ease,

easenent, or license would adversely affect the excl usion of

the interest on any revenue bonds issued to fund the

acqui sition of the affected | ands from gross i ncone for

federal incone tax purposes, pursuant to Internal Revenue

Servi ce regul ations.

(21) The Acquisition and Restoration Conm ssion may

adopt rul es necessary to inplenent the provisions of this

section relating to: solicitation, scoring, selecting, and

ranki ng of Stewardship Florida project proposals; the

devel opnent and annual reevaluation of the 5-year plan

di sposi ng of or leasing | ands or water areas sel ected for

fundi ng through the Stewardship Florida program and the

process of reviewi ng and reconmendi ng for approval or

rejection the | and managenent pl ans associated with publicly

owned properties. Rules pronul gated pursuant to this

subsection shall be submtted to the President of the Senate

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, for review by

the Legislature, no later than 30 days prior to the 2000

Regul ar Session and shall becone effective only after
78
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legislative review. In its review, the Legislature may reject,

nodi fy, or take no action relative to such rules. The

conm ssion shall conformsuch rules to changes nade by the

Legislature, or, if no action was taken by the Legi sl ature,

such rul es shall becone effective

Section 20. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and
subsections (2) and (6) of section 260.0125, Florida Statutes,
1998 Suppl enent, are anended to read:

260.0125 Limtation on liability of private | andowners
whose property is designated as part of the statew de system
of greenways and trails.--

(1)(a) A private |andowner whose land is designated as
part of the statew de system of greenways and trails pursuant
to s. 260.016(1) (k) {2, including a person holding a
subservient interest, owes no duty of care to keep that |and
safe for entry or use by others or to give warning to persons
entering that | and of any hazardous conditions, structures, or
activities thereon. Such | andowner shall not:

1. Be presuned to extend any assurance that such | and
is safe for any purpose;

2. Incur any duty of care toward a person who goes on
the land; or

3. Becone liable or responsible for any injury to
persons or property caused by the act or onission of a person
who goes on the | and.

(2) Any private | andowner who consents to designation
of his or her land as part of the statew de system of
greenways and trails pursuant to s. 260.016(1) (k) {2
wi t hout conpensation shall be considered a volunteer, as
defined in s. 110.501, and shall be covered by state liability
protection pursuant to s. 768.28, including s. 768.28(9).
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(6) |If agreed to by the departnent and the | andowner
in the designation agreenment, a |andowner whose land is
designated as part of the statew de system of greenways and
trails pursuant to s. 260.016(1) (k) 2{e)shall be i ndemified
for:

(a) Any injury or damage incurred by a third party
arising out of the use of the designated greenway or trail;

(b) Any injury or damage incurred by a third party on
| ands adj acent to and accessed through the desi gnated greenway
or trail; and

(c) Any damage to the | andowner's property, including
| and adj acent to and accessed through the desi gnated greenway
or trail, caused by the act or om ssion of a third person
resulting fromany use of the |land so desi gnated.

Section 21. Section 260.0142, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

260. 0142 Florida Geenways and Trails Counci l
conposi tion; powers and duties.--

(1) There is hereby created within the Departnent of

Environnental Protection the Florida G eenways and Trails

Council which shall advise the departnent in the execution of

the departnent's powers and duties under this chapter. The

council shall be conposed of 21 nenbers, consisting of:

(a)1. Five nenbers appointed by the Governor, with two

nenbers representing the trail-user community, two nenbers

representing the greenway-user conmunity, and one nenber

representing landowners. O the initial appointnents, two

shal | be appointed for 2-year terns and three shall be

appoi nted for 1l-year terns. Subsequent appointnents shall be

for 2-year terns.
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2. Three nenbers appoi nted by the President of the

Senate, with one nmenber representing the trail-user comunity

and two nenbers representing the greenway-user comunity. O

the initial appointnents, two shall be appointed for 2-year

terns and one shall be appointed for a 1-year term Subsequent

appoi ntnents shall be for 2-year terns.

3. Three nenbers appoi nted by the Speaker of the House

of Representatives, with two nenbers representing the

trail-user comunity and one nenber representing the

greenway-user conmunity. O the initial appointnents, two

shal | be appointed for 2-year terns and one shall be appointed

for a 1-year term Subsequent appointnents shall be for

2-year terns.

Those eligible to represent the trail -user community shall be

chosen from but not be limted to, paved-trail users, hikers,

of f-road bicyclists, paddlers, equestrians, disabled outdoor

recreati onal users, and commercial recreational interests.

Those eligible to represent the greenway-user comunity shal

be chosen from but not be limted to, conservation

organi zati ons, nature study organi zati ons, and scientists and

uni versity experts.

(b) The 10 remnini ng nenbers shall incl ude:

1. The Secretary of Environmental Protection or a

desi gnee;
2. The executive director of the Fish and Wldlife

Conservation Commi ssion or a desi gnee;

3. The Secretary of Community Affairs or a designee;

4. The Secretary of Transportation or a designee;

5. The director of the Division of Forestry of the

Departnent of Agriculture and Consumer Services or a designee;
81
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6. The director of the Division of H storica

Resources of the Departnent of State or a designee;

7. A representative of the water managenent districts,

who shall serve for 1 year. Menbership on the council shal

rotate anong the five districts. The districts shal

determ ne the order of rotation

8. A representative of a federal |and nanagenent

agency. The Secretary of Environnental Protection shal

identify the appropriate federal agency and request

designation of a representative fromthe agency to serve on

t he council;

9. A representative of the regional planning councils

to be appointed by the Secretary of Environnental Protection

in consultation with the Secretary of Community Affairs, for a

single 2-year term Successive representatives nmay not be

sel ected fromthe sane regi onal planning council; and

10. A representative of | ocal governnents to be

appoi nted by the Secretary of Environnental Protection, in

consultation with the Secretary of Community Affairs, for a

single 2-year term Menbership shall alternate between a

county representative and a nunici pal representative

(2) The departnent shall provide necessary staff

assi stance to the council.

(3) The council is authorized to contract for and to

accept gifts, grants, loans, or other aid fromthe United

St at es Governnent or any person or corporation

(4) The duties of the council shall include, but not

be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Advising the Departnent of Environnenta

Protection, the Departnment of Community Affairs, the

Departnent of Transportation, the Fish and Wldlife
82
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1| Conservati on Conmi ssion, the Division of Forestry of the

2 | Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services, the water

3 | managenent districts, and the regional planning councils on
4| policies relating to the Florida G eenways and Trails System
5] and pronpoting intergovernnental cooperation

6 (b) Facilitating a statew de system of interconnected
7| l and-based trails that connect urban, suburban, and rura

8| areas of the state, and facilitating expansion of the

9| statewi de system of freshwater and saltwater paddling trails.
10 (c) Recommending priorities for critical links in the
11| Florida Geenways and Trails System

12 (d) Reviewing applications for acquisition funding

13 | under the Florida G eenways and Trails Program and

14 | reconmending to the Secretary of Environnental Protection

15 | which projects shoul d be acquired.

16 (e) Providing recommendations to those agenci es and
17 | organi zations which fund acquisition, devel opnent, and

18 | managenent of | ands, and pronoting private | andowner

19 | i ncenti ves.

20 (f) Review ng designation proposals for inclusion in
21| the Florida Geenways and Trails System

22 (g) Providing advocacy and education to benefit the
23 | statewi de system of greenways and trails by encouragi ng

24 | communi cati on and conferenci ng.

25 (h) Encouraging public-private partnershi ps.

26 (i) Reviewing progress toward neeting established

27 | benchmarks and recomendi ng appropriate action

28 (j) Making recomendati ons for updating and revising
29 | the inplenentation plan for the Florida Greenways and Trails
30 | System

31
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(k) Advising the Land Acquisition and Managenent

Advi sory Council, or its successor, to ensure the

i ncorporation of trails in | and managenent plans on | ands

managed by the Departnent of Environnental Protection, the

Fish and Wl dlife Conservati on Conm ssion, the D vision of

Hi storical Resources of the Departnent of State, and the

Di vision of Forestry of the Departnent of Agriculture and

Consuner Servi ces.

(1) Providing advice and assi stance to the Departnent

of Transportation and the water managenment districts regardi ng

the incorporation of trails into their planning efforts.

(m Encouraging |and use, environnental, and

coordinated linear infrastructure planning to facilitate the

i npl erentation of local, regional, and statew de greenways and

trails systens.

(n) Pronoting greenways and trails support

or gani zati ons.

(o) Supporting the Florida Greenways and Trails System

in any ot her appropriate way.

(5) The council shall determ ne who shall serve as

council chair through its operating procedures. The counci

shall neet at the call of the chair, or at such tines as may

be prescribed by its operating procedures. The council nay

establish commttees to conduct the work of the council, and

the committees may include nonnenbers as appropri ate.

(6) A vacancy in the council shall be filled for the

renmai nder of the unexpired termin the sane nmanner as the

original appointnent. Menbers whose terns have expired nmay

continue to serve until replaced or reappointed. No nenber

shall serve on the council for nore than two consecutive

terns.
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(7) Menbers of the council shall not receive any

conpensation for their services but shall be entitled to

receive rei nbursenent for per diemand travel expenses

incurred in the performance of their duties, as provided in s.
112. 061.

Section 22. Section 260.016, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is anended, to read:

260. 016 GCeneral powers of the departnent.--

(1) The department shall ray:

(a) Publish and distribute appropriate maps of
desi gnhated greenways and trails. The description shall include
a generalized map delineating the area designated, |ocation of
suitabl e ingress and egress sites, as well as other points of
interest to enhance the recreational opportunities of the
public.

(b) Establish access routes and rel ated public-use
facilities along greenways and trails which will not
substantially interfere with the nature and purposes of the
greenway or trail.

(c) Adopt appropriate rules to inplenent or interpret
this act and portions of chapter 253 relating to greenways and
trails, which may include, but are not limted to, rules for
the foll ow ng:

1. Establishing a designation process.

2. Negotiating and executing agreenents with private
| andowner s.

3. Establishing prohibited activities or restrictions
on activities to protect the health, safety, and welfare of
the public.

4., Charging fees for use.

5. Providing public access.
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1 6. Providing for nmintenance.

2 7. Any matter necessary to the evaluation, selection
3 | operation, and nai ntenance of greenways and trails.

4

5| Any person who violates or otherwise fails to conply with the
6 | rul es adopted pursuant to subparagraph 3. conmits a

7 | noncrimnal infraction for which a fine of up to $500 may be
8 | i nposed.

9 (d) Coordinate the activities of all governnental

10 | units and bodi es and special districts that desire to

11 | participate in the devel opment and i npl enentati on of the

12 | Florida Greenways and Trails System

13 te)—Appoint—an—advi-sory—boedy—to—be—known—as—the

14 I . . . - . .

21 (e) ) Establish, develop, and publicize greenways and
22 | trail s sattwater—paddHnrg—trai-ts in a manner that will permt
23 | public recreation, when appropriate,w thout damagi ng natura

24 | resources. The Big Bend Hi storic Saltwater Paddling Trail from
25| the St. Marks River to the Suwannee River is hereby designated
26 | as part of the Florida Greenways and Trails System Additions
27| to this trail nay be added by the departnent fromtine to tine
28 | as part of a statewi de saltwater circumavigation trail

29 (f) tg)y Enter into subtease—sagreenrents—or—other—tuse

30| agreenents with any federal, state, or |ocal governnental

31| agency, or any other entity tecal—governrentat—agenecires for
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1| the managenent of greenways and trails for recreation and

2 | conservation purposes consistent with the intent of this

3| chapter.

4 e . et I

5 - Lot e I ’ I _ I
6 ’ ’ et nab . o I

7 | greenways—or—t+atts—tands— Such entities nust denonstrate

8| their capabilities of managenent for the purposes defined in
9| ss. 260.011-260.018.

10 (g) )y Charge reasonable fees or rentals for the use

11| or operation of facilities and concessions. Al such fees,
12 | rentals, or other charges collected shall be deposited in the
13 | account or trust fund of the nanaging entity. AH—sueh—fees-
14 Fs- I I " o I o F

15 | Reereatton—and—Parks—under—thi-s—paragraph—shat-—be—deposited
16 | irr—the—StatePark—TFrust—uht—pursuant—to—s—258-044—

17 2—Fhe—departrent—shatt+—-

18 (h) tay Evaluate |ands for the acquisition of greenways
19 ) and trails and conpile a list of suitable corridors,

20 | greenways, and trails, ranking themin order of priority for
21 | proposed acquisition. The departnent shall devise a nethod of
22 | eval uation which includes, but is not limted to, the

23| consideration of:

24 1. The inportance and function of such corridors

25| within the statew de system

26 2. Potential for local sharing in the acquisition

27 | devel opnent, operation, or nmi ntenance of greenway and trai
28 | corridors.

29 3. Costs of acquisition, devel opnent, operation, and
30 | mai nt enance.

31
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(i) by Maintain an updated |ist of abandoned and
t o- be- abandoned railroad rights-of-way. The—departrent—shatt

(j)fe)y Provide information to public and private
agenci es and organi zati ons on abandoned rail corridors which
are or will be available for acquisition fromthe railroads or
for lease for interimrecreational use fromthe Departnment of
Transportati on. Suteh—infoermraton—shatt—inetude—at—a—mnaAum-
probable—costs—of—purchase—or—tease—of—theidentified
cor+ridors—

(k) ey Devel op and i nplement a process for designation
of lands and waterways as a part of the statew de system of

greenways and trails, which shall include:

1. Devel opnent and di ssem nation of criteria for
desi gnati on.

2. Devel opnent and di ssem nation of criteria for
changes in the terns or conditions of designation, including
wi thdrawal or ternination of designation. A |andowner may have
his or her property renoved from designation by providing the
departnment with a witten request that contains an adequate
description of such |ands to be renobved. Provisions shall be
made in the designation agreenent for disposition of any
future inprovenents nmade to the | and by the departnent.

3. Conpilation of available information on and field
verification of the characteristics of the lands or waterways

as they relate to the devel oped criteria.
4. Public notice pursuant to s. 120.525 in all phases
of the process.
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5. Actual notice to the landowner by certified mail at
| east 7 days before any public neeting regarding the
departnment's intent to designate.

6. Witten authorization fromthe | andowner in the
formof a lease or other instrunent for the designation and
granting of public access, if appropriate, to a | andowner's
property.

7. Devel opnent of a greenway or trail use plan as a
part of the designation agreenent. In any particul ar segnent
of a greenway or trail, the plan conponents nust be conpatible
wi th connecting segnents and, at a mninmum describe the types
and intensities of uses of the property.

(1) Inplenent the plan for the Florida Geenways and

Trails System as adopted by the Florida G eenways Coordinating
Council on Septenber 11, 1998.
(2) 3 The departnent or its designee is authorized to

negotiate with potentially affected private | andowners as to
the terns under which such | andowners woul d consent to the
public use of their lands as part of the greenways and trails
system The departnent shall be authorized to agree to
incentives for a private | andowner who consents to this public
use of his or her lands for conservation or recreational

pur poses, including, but not Iinted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Retention by the | andowner of certain specific
rights in his or her lands, including, but not limted to, the
right to farm hunt, graze, harvest tinber, or use the |ands
for other purposes which are consistent with use as greenways
or trails.

(b) Agreenent to exchange, subject to the approval of
the Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund
or other applicable unit of government, ownership or other

89

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 CS/ HB 2021
194- 125A- 99

1| rights of use of public Iands for the ownership or other

2| rights of use of privately owned property. Any exchange of

3| state-owned | ands, title to which is vested in the Board of

4| Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund, for privately
5| owned | ands shall be subject to the requirenents of s.

6 | 259. 041.

7 (c) Contracting with the | andowner to provide

8 | managenent or ot her services on the | ands.

9 (d) At the option of the | andowner, acceleration of

10 | the acquisition process or higher consideration in the ranking
11 | process when any | ands owned by the | andowner are under

12 | consideration for acquisition by the state or other unit of

13 | gover nnent.

14 (e) At the option of the |andowner, renoval of any

15| I ands owned by the | andowner from consideration for acquistion
16 | by the state or other unit of governnent.

17 (f) Execution of patrol and protection agreenents

18 (g) \Where applicable and appropriate, providing | ease
19| fees, not to exceed fair market value of the | easehold

20 | interest.

21 Section 23. Section 260.018, Florida Statutes, 1998

22 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

23 260. 018 Agency recognition.--Al agencies of the

24 | state, regional planning councils through their conprehensive
25| plans, and | ocal governnments through their |ocal conprehensive
26 | pl anni ng process pursuant to chapter 163 shall recogni ze the
27 | special character of publicly owned | ands and waters

28 | designated by the state as greenways and trails and shall not
29 | take any action which will inpair their use as desi gnat ed.

30| ldentification of lands in planning materials, naps, data, and
31| other information devel oped or used in the greenways and
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trails programshall not be cause for such lands to be subject
to this section, unless such | ands have been designated as a
part of the statew de system or greenways and trails pursuant
to s. 260.016(1) (k) 2.

Section 24. Paragraph (a) of subsection (11) of
section 288.1224, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

288.1224 Powers and duties.--The conm ssion

(11) Shall create an advisory conmittee of the
conmmi ssion which shall be charged with developing a regionally
based plan to protect and pronote all of the natural, coastal
historical, cultural, and commercial tourismassets of this
state.

(a) Menbers of the advisory conmittee shall be
appoi nted by the chair of the conm ssion and shall include
representatives of the conm ssion, the Departnents of
Agriculture and Consuner Services, Environnental Protection

Community Affairs, Transportation, and State, the Florida
Greenways and Trail s €Eserdinating Council, the Frorida—Gare
and—Freshwater Fish and WIldlife Conservati on Comni ssi on, and,
as deened appropriate by the chair of the comn ssion

representatives fromother federal, state, regional, |ocal
and private sector associations representing environnental
historical, cultural, recreational, and tourismrel ated
activities.

Section 25. Subsection (4) of section 369.252, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

369. 252 Invasive exotic plant control on public
| ands. - - The departnent shall establish a programto:

(4) Use funds in the Aquatic Plant Control Trust Fund
as authorized by the Legislature for carrying out activities
under this section on public |ands. Twenty percent of the
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anmount credited to the Aquatic Plant Control Trust Fund

pursuant to s. 201.15(6) shall be used for the purpose of

controlling nonnative, upland, invasive plant species on

public | ands.

Section 26. Subsection (5) of section 369.307, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

369. 307 Devel opnents of regional inpact in the Wkiva
Ri ver Protection Area; |and acquisition.--

(5) The Departnent of Environnental Protection is
directed to proceed to negotiate for acquisition of
conservation and recreation |ands projects within the Wkiva
Ri ver Protection Area provided that such projects have been
deened qualified under statutory and rule criteria for
pur chase and have been placed on the priority list for
acqui sition by the advisory council created in s. 259.035 or
its successor.

Section 27. Subsection (5) is added to section
373.089, Florida Statutes, to read:

373.089 Sale or exchange of lands, or interests or
rights in | ands.--The governing board of the district nmay sel
| ands, or interests or rights in lands, to which the district
has acquired title or to which it may hereafter acquire title
in the foll owi ng manner

(5) Any lands the title to which is vested in the
governi ng board of a water nmanagenent district nay be

sur pl used pursuant to the procedures set forth in this section

and s. 373.056 and the foll ow ng:

(a) For those | ands designated as acquired for

conservati on purposes, the governing board shall nake a

determ nation that the lands are no | onger needed for
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1| conservation purposes and nay di spose of themby a two-thirds
2| vote.

3 (b) For all other |ands, the governing board shal

4| nake a determ nation that such | ands are no | onger needed and
5| may di spose of themby mpjority vote.

6 (c) For the purposes of this subsection, all lands for
7| which title has vested in the governing board prior to July 1,
8] 1999, shall be deened to have been acquired for conservation
9 | purposes.

10 (d) For any lands acquired on or after July 1, 1999,
11 ) for which title is vested in the governing board, the

12 | governi ng board shall deternine which parcels shall be

13 | desi gnated as havi ng been acquired for conservati on purposes.
14 Section 28. Section 373.139, Florida Statutes, is

15 | anended to read:

16 373.139 Acquisition of real property.--

17 (1) The Legislature declares it to be necessary for
18 | the public health and welfare that water and water-rel ated

19 | resources be conserved and protected. The acquisition of rea
20 | property for this objective shall constitute a public purpose
21| for which public funds may be expended. Each water nmanagenent
22 | district shall maintain a separate 5-year plan of |and

23 | acquisition and | and nanagenent activities that incorporates
24 | the properties purchased pursuant to s. 373.199.

25 (2)(a) The governing board of the district is

26 | empowered and authorized to acquire in fee or less than fee
27 | title to real property, and easenents therein, by purchase

28 | gift, devise, |ease, em nent dommin, or otherwi se for flood
29 | control, water storage, water managenent, aquifer recharge,
30 | water resource and water supply devel opnent, and preservation
31| of wetlands, streams, and | akes. ;—exeept—that Emi nent donain
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powers may be used only for acquiring real property for flood
control and water storage or for curing title defects or
encunbrances to real property to be acquired froma wlling
sel ler.

(b) Interests in real property acquired by the

districts under this section with funds other than those

appropriated pursuant to s. 373.199 may be used for

permttable water resource devel opnent and water supply

devel opnent purposes under the followi ng conditions: the

mninumflows and levels of priority water bodi es on such

| ands have been established; the project conplies with al

conditions for issuance of a permt under part Il; and the

project is conpatible with the purposes for which the | and was

acqui r ed.
(3)(a) No acquisition of lands shall occur without a

public hearing sinmlar to those held pursuant to the

provisions set forth in s. 120.54. Each district shall renove

the property of an unwilling seller fromits plan of

acqui sition at the next schedul ed update of the plan, if in

receipt of a request to do so by the property owner

(b) Title informati on, appraisal reports, offers, and
counteroffers are confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions
of s. 119.07(1) until an option contract is executed or, if no
option contract is executed, until 30 days before a contract
or agreenent for purchase is considered for approval by the
governi ng board. However, each district may, at its
di scretion, disclose appraisal reports to private | andowners
during negotiations for acquisitions using alternatives to fee
sinpl e techniques, if the district determ nes that disclosure
of such reports will bring the proposed acquisition to
closure. In the event that negotiation is term nated by the
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district, the title infornmation, appraisal report, offers, and
counteroffers shall becone avail able pursuant to s. 119.07(1).
Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of this section and s. 259. 041,
a district and the Division of State Lands nay share and
disclose title infornmation, appraisal reports, appraisa
information, offers, and counteroffers when joint acquisition
of property is contenplated. A district and the Division of
State Lands shall nmintain the confidentiality of such title
i nformati on, appraisal reports, appraisal information, offers,
and counteroffers in conformance with this section and s.
259. 041, except in those cases in which a district and the
di vi si on have exercised discretion to disclose such
i nformati on.

(c) The Secretary of Environnental Protection shal

rel ease noneys fromthe appropriate account or trust fund to a

district for preacquisition costs within 30 days after receipt

of a resolution adopted by the district's governing board

which identifies and justifies any such preacquisition costs

necessary for the purchase of any lands listed in the

district's 5-year plan. The district shall return to the

departnment any funds not used for the purposes stated in the

resolution, and the departnment shall deposit the unused funds

into the appropriate account or trust fund.

(d) The Secretary of Environnental Protection shal

rel ease acqui sition noneys fromthe appropriate account or

trust fund to a district following receipt of a resol ution

adopted by the governing board identifying the | ands being

acquired and certifying that such acquisition is consistent

with the plan of acquisition and other provisions of this

section. The governing board also shall provide to the

Secretary of Environnental Protection a copy of all certified
95
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apprai sals used to deternine the value of the land to be

purchased. Each parcel to be acquired nust have at | east one

appraisal. Two appraisals are required when the estinmated

val ue of the parcel exceeds $500,000. However, when both

apprai sal s exceed $500,000 and differ significantly, a third

apprai sal may be obtained. |f the purchase price is greater

than the appraisal price, the governing board shall subnit

witten justification for the increased price. The Secretary

of Environnmental Protection may withhold noneys for any

purchase that is not consistent with the 5-year plan or the

intent of this section or that is in excess of appraised

val ue. The governing board nmay appeal any denial to the Land

and Water Adjudicatory Conmi ssion pursuant to s. 373.114.

(e) Water managenent |and acquisition costs shal

i ncl ude paynents to owners and costs and fees associated with

such acqui sition.

(4) The governing board of the district may purchase
tax certificates or tax deeds issued in accordance with
chapter 197 relating to property eligible for purchase under
this section.

(5) Lands acquired for the purposes enunerated in
subsection (2) may al so be used for recreational purposes, and
whenever practicable such | ands shall be open to the genera
public for recreational uses. Except when prohibited by a
covenant or condition described in s. 373.056(2), |ands owned,
managed, and controlled by the district may be used for
mul ti pl e purposes, including, but not limted to, agriculture,
silviculture, and water supply, as well as boating and ot her
recreational uses.

(6) For the purpose of introducing water into, or
drawi ng water from the underlying aquifer for storage or
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supply, the governing board is authorized to hold, control
and acquire by donation, |ease, or purchase any |land, public
or private.

(7) This section shall not limt the exercise of
simlar powers delegated by statute to any state or |oca
gover nment al agency or other person

(8) Adistrict may dispose of |and acquired under this

section pursuant to s. 373.056 or s. 373.089. However, no

such di sposition of |land shall be made if it would have the

effect of causing all or any portion of the interest on any

revenue bonds issued pursuant to s. 259.101 or s. 259.105 to

fund the acquisition prograns detailed in this section to | ose

the exclusion fromgross i ncone for purposes of federal incone

taxation. Revenue derived from such disposition nay not be

used for any purpose except the purchase of other |ands

neeting the criteria specified in this section or payment of

debt service on revenue bonds or notes issued under s.
373. 584.
(9) By January 15 of each year, each district shal

file with the Legislature and the Secretary of Environnental

Protection a report of acquisition activity together with

nodi fications or additions to its 5-year plan of acquisition

and | and managenent. Included in the report shall be:

(a) An identification of those |lands which require a

full fee sinple interest to achi eve water nmanagenent goals and

t hose | ands which can be acquired using alternatives to fee

si npl e acquisition techniques and still achieve such goals. In

their eval uation of which | ands woul d be appropriate for

acqui sition through alternatives to fee sinple, district staff

shal|l consider criteria including, but not limted to,

acqui sition costs, the net present value of future | and
97
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nmanagenent costs, the net present val ue of adval orem revenue

|l oss to the | ocal governnent, and potential for revenue

generated fromactivities conpatible with acquisition

obj ecti ves.
(b) An identification of |ands needed to protect or

recharge groundwater and a plan for their acquisition as

necessary to protect potable water supplies. Lands which serve

to protect or recharge groundwater identified pursuant to this

par agraph shall al so serve to protect other val uable natura

resources or provide space for natural resource based

recreation.
(c) An identification of |ands acquired through the

Fl ori da Wat ershed Reserve Program pursuant to s. 259.105(6),

and whi ch would conply with the provisions of paragraphs (a)
and (b).
(d) A description of |and nanagenent activity for each

property or project area owned by the water nmanagenent

district.
(e) Alist of any lands surplused and the anpunt of

conpensation received.

(10) The districts have the authority to pronul gate

rules that include the specific process by which land is

acquired; the selection and retention of outside appraisers,

surveyors, and acquisition agents; and public

notification. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection shal

be subnitted to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives, for review by the Legislature,

no later than 30 days prior to the 2001 Regul ar Sessi on and

shal | becone effective only after legislative review Inits

review, the Legislature may reject, nodify, or take no action

relative to such rules. The districts shall conform such
98
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1| rules to changes nmade by the Legislature, or, if no action was
2| taken by the Legislature, such rules shall becone effective.
3 Section 29. Section 373.199, Florida Statutes, is

4| created to read

5 373.199 Assistance to Acquisition and Restoration

6 | Conmi ssi on. - -

7 (1) Over the years, the Legislature has created

8 | nunerous prograns and funded several initiatives intended to
9| restore, conserve, protect, and nanage Florida's water

10 | resources and the | ands and ecosystens associated with them
11 | Although these prograns and initiatives have yi el ded

12 | i ndi vidual successes, the overall quality of Florida' s water
13 | resources continues to degrade; natural systens associ ated
14 | with surface waters continue to be altered or have not been
15| restored to a fully functioning level; and sufficient

16 | quantities of water for current and future reasonabl e

17 | beneficial uses and for natural systens renmmin in doubt.

18 (2) Therefore, in order to further the goals of the
19 | Stewardship Florida Act and to assist the Acquisition and
20 | Restoration Conmission in evaluating and ranki ng projects,
21 | each water managenent district shall conpile and send a |i st
22 | of recomended projects to the conmission for its

23 | consideration in developing a priority list pursuant to the
24 | Stewardship Florida Act. Such list of projects shall be

25| submitted annually by January 1, beginning in the year 2000.
26 (3) In developing the list, each water nmanagenent

27 | district shall

28 (a) Integrate its existing surface water inprovenent
29 | and managenent plans, Save Qur Rivers land acquisition lists
30 | stormvat er managenent projects, proposed water resource

31 | devel opnent projects, proposed water body restoration
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projects, and other properties or activities that woul d assi st

in meeting the goals of Stewardship Florida.

(b) Work cooperatively with the applicabl e ecosystem

nmanagenent area teans and other citizen advisory groups, the

Departnent of Environnental Protection and its district

of fices, the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services,

the Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Conm ssion, the Departnent

of Community Affairs, the Departnent of Transportation, other

state agencies, and federal agencies, where applicable.
(4) The list subnmitted by the districts shall include,
where applicable, the following information for each project:

(a) A description of the water body system its

hi storical and current uses, and its hydrology; a history of

t he conditions which have led to the need for restorati on or

protection; and a synopsis of restoration efforts that have

occurred to date, if applicable.

(b) An identification of all governnental units that

have jurisdiction over the water body and its drai nage basin

wi thin the approved surface water inprovenent and nmanagenent

plan area, including local, regional, state, and federa

units.
(c) A description of land uses within the project

area's drai nage basin, and of inportant tributaries, point and

nonpoi nt sources of pollution, and pernitted discharge

activities associated with that basin.

(d) A description of strategies and potenti al

strategies, including inproved stormvater managenent, for

restoring or protecting the water body to Class IlIl or better

surface water quality status.
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(e) Alisting and synopsis of studies that are being

or have been prepared for the water body, stormater

nmanagenent project, or water resource devel opnent project.

(f) A description of the nmeasures needed to nmanage and

mai ntain the water body once it has been restored and to

prevent future degradation, to nanage and nmintain the

st ormnat er managenent system or to manage and maintain the

wat er resource devel opnent project.

(g) A schedule for restoration and protection of the

wat er body, inplenentation of the stormwater nmanagenent

project, or devel opnent of the water resource devel opnent

proj ect.
(h) An estimate of the funding needed to carry out the

restoration, protection, or inprovenent project, or the

devel opnent of new water resources, where applicable, and the

proj ected sources of the funding.

(i) Nuneric perfornmance neasures for each project.

Each performance neasure shall include a baseline neasurenent,

which is the current situation; a perfornance standard, which

wat er managenent district staff anticipates the project wll

achi eve; and the performance neasurenent itself, which should

reflect the increnental inprovenents the project acconplishes

t owards achi evi ng the perfornance standard.

(j) A discussion of permitting and other regul atory

i ssues related to the project.

(k) An identification of the proposed public access

for projects with land acqui sition conponents.

(5) The list of recommended projects shall indicate

the relative significance of each project within the

particul ar water nmanagenent district's boundaries, and the

schedul e of activities and suns of noney earmarked shoul d
101
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1| reflect those rankings as nuch as possi ble over a 5-year

2 | pl anni ng hori zon

3 Section 30. Section 373.59, Florida Statutes, 1998

4 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

5 373.59 Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund. --

6 (1) There is established within the Departnent of

7 | Environnental Protection the Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund
8| to be used as a nonl apsing fund for the purposes of this

9| section. The nobneys in this fund are hereby continually

10 | appropriated for the purposes of |and acguisi+tionr—nanagenent,
11 | mai ntenance, capital inprovenents, paynents in |lieu of taxes,
12 | debt service on bonds issued prior to July 1, 1999,

13 | preacquisition costs associated with | and purchases, and

14 | adninistration of the fund in accordance with the provisions
15 ] of this section. However, any water nmanagenent district with
16 | fund bal ances in the Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund as of
17 | March 1, 1999, mmy expend those funds for | and acquisition
18 | pursuant to s. 373.139, in addition to the other purposes

19 | specified in this subsection

20 (2)(a) By Jdanvary—1t5—of——each—year,—eachdistriect——shat-
21 | Hte—with—thetegrstature—and—the—Seeretary—of—Environmental
22 | Proetecti-on—a report—of—acqui-si-tion—acti-vitytogether—wth

23 | nmeditecations—or—additioens—to—i+ts—5—yearptan—oef—acaguisition—
24 | taetuded—n—the—report—shatt—be—an—ident+fecation—of—those
25 . . . . .

26

27

28

29
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" b et I hal b at soinetd

ot ~vi-ty—Expendi t ure of noneys
fromthe Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund shall be linmited to
t he costs for aecguisitiofr-nanagenent, nmai ntenance, and
capital inprovenents of lands titled to the governi ng boards

of the districts and acquired under current or future

conservation, preservation, water resources, or recreational

| and acquisition prograns, except as otherw se provided in

subsecti on (1), irhetudetd—w-thinthe—5—year—ptan—as—Ftedby
each—distr+et and to the departnent's costs of administration

of the fund. The departnent's costs of adm nistration shall be

charged proportionally agai nst each district's allocation
using the fornmula provided in subsection (7). However—no

(b) Moneys fromthe fund shall al so be used for

conti nued acgui-sttief-nanagenent, nmai ntenance, and capita
i mprovenents of the foll owi ng | ands and—tands—set—forth—in—the

L ard aeatisition—pl he distriet:
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1. By the South Florida Water Managenent
District--lands in the water conservation areas and areas
adversely affected by raising water |evels of Lake Ckeechobee
in accordance with present regul ati on schedul es, and the
Savannahs Wetland area in Martin County and St. Lucie County.

2. By the Southwest Florida Water Managenent
District--lands in the Four River Basins areas, including
Green Swanp, Upper Hill sborough and Cypress Creek, Anclote
Water Storage Lands (Starkey), Wthlacoochee and Hil |l sborough
riverine corridors, and Sawgrass Lake addition

3. By the St. Johns River Water Managenent
District--Sem nole Ranch, Latt Maxey and Evans properties in
t he upper St. Johns River Basin.

4. By the Suwannee Ri ver Water Managenent
District--lands in Suwannee River Valley.

5. By the Northwest Florida Water Managenent
District--lands in the Choctawhat chee and Apal achi col a Ri ver

Val | eys.
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(3) tb)y The Secretary of Environnental Protection shal
rel ease noneys fromthe Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund to a
district for preacquisition costs within 30 days after receipt
of a resolution adopted by the district's governing board
which identifies and justifies any such preacquisition costs
necessary for the purchase of any lands listed in the
district's 5-year plan. The district shall return to the
departnment any funds not used for the purposes stated in the
resolution, and the departnment shall deposit the unused funds

into the Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund.
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Corm-sstofr—purstant—to—Ss—37/3—114—
(4) te- The Secretary of Environnental Protection shal

rel ease to the districts noneys for managenent, nmintenance,
and capital inmprovenents followi ng receipt of a resolution and
request adopted by the governing board which specifies the
desi gnat ed managi ng agency, specific managenent activities,
public use, estimted annual operating costs, and other
accept abl e docunentation to justify rel ease of npneys.

5 I I o b
Chelud I w . it
I Ceition
5)(6)> If a district issues revenue bonds or notes

under s. 373.584 prior to July 1, 1999, the district may
pl edge its share of the nobneys in the Water Managenent Lands

Trust Fund as security for such bonds or notes. The Depart nment
of Environnental Protection shall pay noneys fromthe trust
fund to a district or its designee sufficient to pay the debt
service, as it becones due, on the outstandi ng bonds and notes
of the district; however, such paynents shall not exceed the
district's cunulative portion of the trust fund. However, any
noneys renmi ning after payment of the anpbunt due on the debt
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service shall be released to the district pursuant to
subsection(4) 3).

(6) 7 Any unused portion of a district's share of the
fund shall accunulate in the trust fund to the credit of that
district. Interest earned on such portion shall also
accunul ate to the credit of that district to be used for tand
act-sttoen,-managenent , nai nt enance, and capital inprovenents
as provided in this section. The total noneys over the life
of the fund available to any district under this section shal
not be reduced except by resolution of the district governing
board stating that the need for the noneys no | onger exists.

(7) 8y Moneys fromthe Water Management Lands Trust
Fund shall be allocated to the five water nmanagenent districts
in the foll owi ng percentages:

(a) Thirty percent to the South Florida Water
Managenent District.

(b) Twenty-five percent to the Southwest Florida Water
Managenent District.

(c) Twenty-five percent to the St. Johns River Water
Managenent District.

(d) Ten percent to the Suwannee River Water Managenent
District.

(e) Ten percent to the Northwest Florida Water
Managenent District.

(8){9)y Each district may use its allocation under
subsection(7) {8)yfor managenent, maintenance, and capita
i mprovenents. Capital inprovenents shall include, but need not
be limted to, perineter fencing, signs, firelanes, control of
i nvasi ve exotic species, controlled burning, habitat inventory
and restoration, |aw enforcenent, access roads and trails, and
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1| minimal public accommbdations, such as prinmtive canpsites,

2 | garbage receptacles, and toilets.

3 (9) £36) Moneys in the fund not needed to neet current

4 | obligations incurred under this section shall be transferred
5| to the State Board of Administration, to the credit of the

6] fund, to be invested in the manner provided by law. |nterest
7 | received on such investnments shall be credited to the fund.

8 (10) x> Lands titled to the governing boards of the

9| districts shall be nmanaged and mai ntai ned, to the extent

10| practicable, in such a way as to ensure a bal ance between

11 | public access, general public recreational purposes, and

12 | restoration and protection of their natural state and

13 | condi ti on tands—acguitred—for—thepurposes—enurerated—in—this
14 . hal I w I e . I

15 | purposes. Ceneral public recreational purposes shall include,
16 | but not be linmted to, fishing, hunting, horseback riding,

17 | swi mi ng, canping, hiking, canoeing, boating, diving, birding,
18 | sailing, jogging, and other related outdoor activities to the
19 | maxi num ext ent possi bl e considering the environnental

20| sensitivity and suitability of those |lands. These public

21| lands shall be evaluated for their resource value for the

22 | purpose of establishing which parcels, in whole or in part,
23 | annual ly or seasonally, would be conducive to general public
24 | recreational purposes. Such findings shall be included in

25 | managenent plans which are devel oped for such public |ands.
26 | These | ands shall be nade available to the public for these
27 | purposes, unless the district governing board can denpnstrate
28 | that such activities would be inconpatible with the purposes
29 | for which these | ands were acquired. For any fee sinple

30| acquisition of a parcel which is or will be |l eased back for
31| agricultural purposes, or for any acquisition of a
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| ess-than-fee interest in land that is or will be used for
agricultural purposes, the district governing board shal
first consider having a soil and water conservation district
created pursuant to chapter 582 nmanage and nonitor such
i nterest.

(11) The districts have the authority to adopt rul es

that specify: allowable activities on district-owned | ands;

the anount of fees, licenses, or other charges for users of

di strict-owned | ands; the application and rei nbursenent

process for paynents in lieu of taxes; the use of volunteers

for managenent activities; and the processes related to

entering into or severing cooperative | and nanagenent

agreenents. Rules pronul gated pursuant to this subsection

shall be submitted to the President of the Senate and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives, for review by the

Legislature, no later than 30 days prior to the 2001 Regul ar

Sessi on and shall becone effective only after legislative

review. In its review, the Legislature may reject, nodify, or

take no action relative to such rules. The districts shal

conform such rules to changes nade by the Legislature, or, if

no action was taken by the Legislature, such rul es shal

becone effective.

(12)(a) Beginning July 1, 1999, not nore than

one-fourth of the | and managenent funds provided for in

subsections (1) and (7) in any year shall be reserved annually

by a governing board, during the devel opnent of its annua

operating budget, for paynents in lieu of taxes for all actua

tax losses incurred as a result of governing board

acqui sitions for water managenent districts under the

Stewardshi p Florida programduring any year. Reserved funds

not used for paynents in lieu of taxes in any year shal
109
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revert to the Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund to be used in

accordance with the provisions of this section.

(b) Paynent in lieu of taxes shall be avail abl e:

1. To all counties that have a popul ati on of 150, 000

or less. Population levels shall be determ ned pursuant to s.

11. 031.

2. To all local governnments located in eligible
counti es.
For the purposes of this subsection, "local governnent"

i ncludes nmunicipalities, the county school board, nbsquito

control districts, and any other | ocal governnent entity which

| evies ad val orem t axes.

(c) |If insufficient funds are available in any year to

make full paynents to all qualifying counties and | ocal

governnents, such counties and | ocal governnents shall receive

a pro rata share of the noneys avail abl e.

(d) The paynent anount shall be based on the average

anount of actual taxes paid on the property for the 3 years

precedi ng acqui sition. Applications for paynent in lieu of

taxes shall be made no later than January 31 of the year

following acquisition. No paynent in lieu of taxes shall be

nmade for properties which were exenpt fromad val oremtaxation

for the year i medi ately preceding acquisition. |If property

that was subject to ad valoremtaxation was acquired by a

tax-exenpt entity for ultimate conveyance to the state under

this chapter, paynent in lieu of taxes shall be made for such

property based upon the average anobunt of taxes paid on the

property for the 3 years prior to its being renoved fromthe

tax rolls. The water managenent districts shall certify to the

Departnent of Revenue those properties that nay be eligible
110
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under this provision. Once eligibility has been established,

that governnental entity shall receive 10 consecutive annua

payrments, and no further eligibility deternination shall be

nmade during that period.

(e) Paynent in lieu of taxes pursuant to this

subsection shall be nade annually to qualifying counties and

| ocal governnents after certification by the Departnent of

Revenue that the amounts applied for are reasonably

appropriate, based on the anount of actual taxes paid on the

eligible property, and after the water nmnagenent districts

have provi ded supporting docunents to the Conptroller and have

requested that paynent be made in accordance with the

requi renents of this section

(f) |If a water managenent district conveys to a county

or local government title to any | and owned by the district,

any paynents in lieu of taxes on the |l and made to the county

or local government shall be discontinued as of the date of

t he conveyance.
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(13) {*5);r Each district is encouraged to use volunteers

N
©

to provide | and managenent and ot her services. Volunteers

w
o

shal |l be covered by liability protection and workers

w
=

conpensation in the sane manner as district enployees, unless
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wai ved in witing by such volunteers or unless such vol unteers
ot herwi se provi de equi val ent insurance.

(14) (16) Each water nanagenent district is authorized
and encouraged to enter into cooperative | and nmanagenent
agreenents with state agencies or |ocal governments to provide
for the coordinated and cost-effective managenent of lands to
whi ch the water managenent districts, the Board of Trustees of
the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund, or |ocal governnents hold
title. Any such cooperative | and managenent agreenent nust be
consistent with any applicable | aws governing | and use,
managenent duties, and responsibilities and procedures of each
cooperating entity. Each cooperating entity is authorized to
expend such funds as are nade available to it for |and
managenent on any such lands included in a cooperative |and
managenent agreenent.

(15) 37 Notwi t hstanding any provision of this section
to the contrary and for the 1998-1999 fiscal year only, the
governi ng board of a water nmanagenent district nmay request,
and the Secretary of Environnental Protection shall release
upon such request, noneys allocated to the districts pursuant
to subsection(7)8)for the purpose of carrying out the
provi sions of ss. 373.451-373.4595. No funds may be used
pursuant to this subsection until necessary debt service
obligations and requirenents for paynents in lieu of taxes
that nay be required pursuant to this section are provided
for. This subsection is repealed on July 1, 1999.

Section 31. Section 375.075, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

375.075 CQutdoor recreation; financial assistance to
| ocal governnents. --
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(1) The Departnent of Environnental Protection is
aut hori zed, pursuant to s. 370.023, to establish the Florida
Recreati on Devel opment Assistance Programto provide grants to
qgualified | ocal governnental entities to acquire or devel op
| and for public outdoor recreation purposes. To the extent not
needed for debt service on bonds issued pursuant to s.
375.051, each fiscal year through fiscal year 2000-2001, the
departnent shall devel op and plan a program which shall be

based upon funding of not |less than 5 percent of the nobney
credited to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to s.
201.15(2) and (3) in that year

(2)(a) The departnent shall adopt, by rule, procedures
to govern the program which shall include, but need not be
limted to, a conpetitive project selection process designed
to nmaxinmize the outdoor recreation benefit to the public.

(b) Selection criteria shall, at a mninmm rank

1. The extent to which the project would inplenent the
out door recreation goals, objectives, and priorities specified
in the state conprehensive outdoor recreation plan; and

2. The extent to which the project would provide for
priority resource or facility needs in the region as specified
in the state conprehensive outdoor recreation plan

(c) No release of funds fromthe Land Acquisition
Trust Fund, or fromthe Stewardship Florida Trust Fund

beginning in fiscal year 2001-2002,for this program nay be

made for these public recreation projects until the projects
have been sel ected through the conpetitive sel ection process
provided for in this section.

(3) A local governnent may subnit up to two grant

applications during each application period announced by the

departnent. However, a |ocal governnent nay not have nore
115
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1| than three active projects expending grant funds during any

2| state fiscal year. The nmaxi num project grant for each project
3| application may not exceed $200,000 in state funds.

4 Section 32. Subsection (13) of section 380. 0666,

5| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

6 380. 0666 Powers of |and authority.--The land authority
7 | shall have all the powers necessary or convenient to carry out
8 | and effectuate the purposes and provisions of this act,

9] including the foll owing powers, which are in addition to al

10 | other powers granted by other provisions of this act:

11 (13) To identify parcels of land within the area or

12 | areas of critical state concern that would be appropriate

13 | acquisitions by the state fromthe Conservation and

14 | Recreational Lands Trust Fund and recommend such acqui sitions
15| to the advisory council established pursuant to s. 259.035 or
16 | its successor.

17 Section 33. Subsection (4) of section 380.22, Florida
18 | Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

19 380. 22 Lead agency authority and duties. --

20 (4) The departnent shall establish a county-based

21 | process for identifying, and setting priorities for acquiring,
22 | coastal properties in coordination with the Land Acquisition
23 | and Managenent Advi sory Council, or its successor, and the

24 | Coastal Resources Interagency Managenment Conmittee so these
25 | properties may be acquired as part of the state's | and

26 | acquisition prograns. This process shall include the

27 | establishment of criteria for prioritizing coasta

28 | acquisitions which, in addition to recognizing pristine

29 | coastal properties and coastal properties of significant or
30 | inportant environnental sensitivity, recognize hazard

31
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mtigation, beach access, beach managenent, urban recreation,
and other policies necessary for effective coastal nanagenent.
Section 34. Section 380.503, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
380.503 Definitions.--As used in ss. 380.501-380.515,
unl ess the context indicates a different neaning or intent:
(1) t4)y "Conprehensive plan" neans a plan that neets
the requirenents of ss. 163.3177, 163.3178, and 163. 3191
(2) t£3) "Department” neans the Department of Community
Affairs.
(3) 2y "Local governnent" neans a county or
muni ci pality.
(4) "Metropolitan" neans a popul ation area consi sting

of a central city with adjacent cities and small er surroundi ng

communities: a major urban area and its environs.

(5) 3y "Nonprofit organi zati on" neans any private
nonprofit organization, existing under the provisions of s.
501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code, which
has anong its principal goals the conservation of natura
resources or protection of the environnent.

(6) t+4) "Progrant means a plan that is established or
will be established by a |ocal government to create innovative
approaches that will assist in the inplenentation of the
conservation, recreation and open space, or coastal nmanagenent
el enents of the |ocal conprehensive plan, such as a transfer
of devel opnent rights program or an environnental or
recreational |land acquisition program

(7) 5y "Project” nmeans any work on, inprovenent to, or
acqui sition of real property, buildings, or any other

property.
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(8) 36) "Public access project” means action taken
pursuant to this part to create or inprove public accessways
to surface waters.

(9) t6) "Real property"” nmeans any interest in |and and
may al so include any appurtenances and i nprovenents to the
| and.

(10) (8) "Redevel opnent project" neans action taken

pursuant to this part to correct undesirabl e devel opnent
patterns.

(11) (9> "Resource enhancenent project” neans action
taken pursuant to this part to restore, as nearly as possible,
degraded natural areas to their original condition or to
enhance the resource values of a natural area.

(12) "Site reservation" neans tenporarily acquiring
and hol ding areas identified for public use, then transferring
the land to an appropriate state agency, |ocal governnent, or
nonprofit organi zati on for nmanagenent for public use.

(13) 7 "Surface waters" neans publicly owned waters
upon the surface of the earth, whether contained in bounds
created naturally or artificially or diffused.

(14) )y "Trust" neans the Florida Communities Trust
created pursuant to this part.

(15) "Urban area" neans an area of or for devel opnent

characterized by social, economic, and institutiona

activities that are predoni nantly based on the nanufacture,

production, distribution, or provision of goods and services,

in a setting that typically includes residential and

nonr esi denti al devel opnent uses ot her than those

characteristic of rural areas.

(16) (5 "Urban greenways and open space project”
neans action taken pursuant to this part to acquire | ands or
118
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interest in lands to create a |linear open space protected and
managed as part of |inked conservation |ands or recreationa
opportunities in an urban area, or to preserve open space or
historic sites to enhance recreational and cultura
opportunities in an urban area.

(17) ¢33y "Urban waterfront restorati on project"” neans
action taken pursuant to this part to restore deteriorated or
deteriorating urban waterfronts for public use and enjoynent.

Section 35. Subsection (1) of section 380.504, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

380.504 Florida Conmunities Trust; creation
nmenber shi p; expenses. - -

(1) There is created within the Departnent of
Community Affairs a nonregul atory state agency and
instrunentality, which shall be a public body corporate and
politic, known as the "Florida Conmunities Trust." The
governi ng body of the trust shall consist of:

(a) The Secretary of Comunity Affairs and the
Secretary of Environnental Protection; and

(b) Four Fhree public nmenbers whomthe Governor shal
appoi nt subject to Senate confirmation

The Governor shall appoint a forner elected official of a
county teecal governnment, a forner elected official of a

net ropolitan nmunici pal governnent,a representative of a

nonprofit organi zation as defined in this part, and a
representative of the devel opnent industry. The Secretary of
Community Affairs nay designate his or her assistant secretary
or the director of the Division of Community Reseuree Pl anni ng
ant—Managerrent to serve in his or her absence. The Secretary
of Environnmental Protection may appoint his or her deputy
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1| secretary assistant—exectutive—director—the—deputy—assitstant
2 | direetor—Ffor—tandResourees, the director of the D vision of

3| State Lands, or the director of the Division of Recreation and
4| Parks to serve in his or her absence. The Secretary of

5] Community Affairs shall be the chair of the governing body of
6 | the trust. The Governor shall make his or her appointnents

7 | upon the expiration of any current terns or within 60 days

8| after the effective date of the resignation of any nenber

9 Section 36. Section 380.505, Florida Statutes, is

10 | anended to read:

11 380. 505 Meetings; quorun voting.--The powers of the
12 | trust shall be vested in its governing body nenbers. The

13 | governi ng body may del egate such powers to departnent staff as
14 |1 it deens necessary. Four Fhree nenbers of the governing body
15| shall constitute a quorumfor the purpose of conducting its
16 | busi ness and exercising its powers and for all other purposes.
17 | However, the governing body nmay take action only upon an

18 | affirmative vote of at |east four three nmenbers. The

19 | governi ng body shall neet at |east quarterly, and nay neet
20| nore often at the call of the chair or upon an affirmative
21 | vote of three nenbers.
22 Section 37. Subsections (4) and (11) of section
23| 380.507, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
24 380.507 Powers of the trust.--The trust shall have al
25 | the powers necessary or convenient to carry out the purposes
26 | and provisions of this part, including:
27 (4) To acquire and di spose of real and persona
28 | property or any interest therein when necessary or appropriate
29 | to protect the natural environnent, provide public access or
30| public recreational facilities, preserve wildlife habitat
31| areas, provide access for nmanagi ng acquired |ands, or
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ot herwi se carry out the purposes of this part. |f the trust
acquires land for permanent state ownership, title to such

| and shall be vested in the Board of Trustees of the Interna
| nprovenent Trust Fund; otherwise, title to property acquired

in partnership with a county or nunicipality shall vest in the

nane of the |ocal government. Notwi thstandi ng any other

provision of law, the trust may enter into an option agreenent
to purchase lands included in projects approved according to
this part, when necessary to reserve | ands during the
preparation of project plans and during acquisition

proceedi ngs. The consideration for an option shall not exceed
$100, 000.

(11) To nmeke rules necessary to carry out the purposes
of this part and to exercise any power granted in this part,
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 120. The trust shal
adopt rul es governing the acquisition of |ands by |oca
governnents or the trust using proceeds fromthe Preservation
2000 Trust Fund and the Stewardship Florida Trust Fund,
consistent with the intent expressed in the Stewardship

Fl orida Act. Such rules nust include, but are not limted to,
procedures for appraisals and confidentiality consistent with
ss. 125.355(1)(a) and (b) and 166.045(1)(a) and (b), a nethod
of determ ning a maxi mum purchase price, and procedures to
assure that the land is acquired in a voluntarily negoti at ed
transaction, surveyed, conveyed with nmarketable title, and
exam ned for hazardous materials contam nation. Land

acqui sition procedures of a local land authority created
pursuant to s. 380.0663 or s. 380.0677 may shat+ be used for
the | and acquisition prograns described by ss.s—
259.101(3)(c) and 259.105 if within areas of critical state
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concern designated pursuant to s. 380.05, subject to approval
of the trust.

Section 38. Subsection (7) of section 380.510, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

380.510 Conditions of grants and | oans. --

(7) Any funds received by the trust fromthe
Preservati on 2000 Trust Fund pursuant to s. 259.101(3)(c) and
the Stewardship Florida Trust Fund pursuant to s.

259.105(3)(c)shall be held separate and apart from any ot her

funds held by the trust and shall be used only to pay the cost
of the acquisition of |ands by a | ocal governnent or the state
for the purposes of this part. Such funds nmay not be used to
pay for a redevel opnent project or an urban waterfront
restoration project or for site reservation except to acquire
| ands to help inplenent the goals, objectives, and policies of
the coastal, the conservation, or recreation and open space

el enents of the local conprehensive plan. In addition to the
other conditions set forth in this section, the di sbursenent
of Preservation 2000 and Stewardship Florida funds fromthe

trust shall be subject to the follow ng conditions:

(a) The administration and use of any funds received
by the trust fromthe Preservation 2000 Trust Fund and the
Stewardship Florida Trust Fund shall be subject to such terns

and conditions inposed thereon by the agency of the state
responsi ble for the revente bonds, the proceeds of which are
deposited in the Preservation 2000 Trust Fund and the
Stewardship Florida Trust Fund, including restrictions inposed

to ensure that the interest on any such revende bonds issued
by the state as tax-exenpt revende bonds will not be included
in the gross incone of the holders of such bonds for federa
i ncone tax purposes.
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1 (b) Al deeds or leases with respect to any rea

2| property acquired with funds received by the trust fromthe

3| Preservation 2000 Trust Fund shall contain such covenants and
4| restrictions as are sufficient to ensure that the use of such
5| real property at all tines conplies with s. 375.051 and s. 9,
6| Art. XIl of the State Constitution. All deeds or leases with
7 | respect to any real property acquired with funds received by
8| the trust fromthe Stewardship Florida Trust Fund shal

9| contain such covenants and restrictions as are sufficient to
10 | ensure that the use of such real property at all tines

11| conplies with s. 11(e), Art. VII of the State Constitution.

12 | Each deed or | ease shall contain a reversion, conveyance, or
13| termination clause that will vest title in the Board of

14 | Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund if any of the
15| covenants or restrictions are violated by the titlehol der or
16 | | easehol der or by sone third party with the know edge of the
17 | titl ehol der or | easehol der

18 Section 39. Subsections (5) and (6) of section

19 | 420.5092, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

20 420.5092 Florida Affordabl e Housi ng Guarant ee

21| Program - -

22 (5) Pursuant to s. 16, Art. VIl of the State

23| Constitution, the corporation may issue, in accordance with s.
24 | 420.509, revenue bonds of the corporation to establish the

25 | guarantee fund. Such revenue bonds shall be primarily payabl e
26 | from and secured by annual debt service reserves, from

27 | interest earned on funds on deposit in the guarantee fund,

28 | fromfees, charges, and rei nbursenents established by the

29 | corporation for the issuance of affordable housing guarantees,
30| and from any ot her revenue sources received by the corporation
31| and deposited by the corporation into the guarantee fund for
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t he i ssuance of affordabl e housing guarantees. To the extent
such primary revenue sources are considered insufficient by
the corporation, pursuant to the certification provided in
subsection (6), to fully fund the annual debt service reserve
the certified deficiency in such reserve shall be additionally
payable fromthe first proceeds of the docunentary stanp tax
noneys deposited into the State Housing Trust Fund pursuant to
S. 201.15(9)t6)(a) and(10)¢t#-(a) during the ensuing state
fiscal year.

(6)(a) If the primary revenue sources to be used for
repaynment of revenue bonds used to establish the guarantee
fund are insufficient for such repaynent, the annual principa
and interest due on each series of revenue bonds shall be
payable from funds in the annual debt service reserve. The
corporation shall, before June 1 of each year, performa
financial audit to deternine whether at the end of the state
fiscal year there will be on deposit in the guarantee fund an
annual debt service reserve frominterest earned pursuant to
the i nvestnent of the guarantee fund, fees, charges, and
rei mbursenents received fromissued affordabl e housi ng
guar ant ees and ot her revenue sources available to the
corporation. Based upon the findings in such guarantee fund
financial audit, the corporation shall certify to the
Conptroll er the amount of any projected deficiency in the
annual debt service reserve for any series of outstanding
bonds as of the end of the state fiscal year and the anpunt
necessary to nmmi ntain such annual debt service reserve. Upon
recei pt of such certification, the Conptroller shall transfer
to the annual debt service reserve, fromthe first avail abl e
taxes distributed to the State Housing Trust Fund pursuant to
s. 201.15(9)t6)(a) and(10)¢t#-(a) during the ensuing state
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fiscal year, the ampunt certified as necessary to nmaintain the
annual debt service reserve
(b) If the clains paynent obligations under affordable
housi ng guarantees from anounts on deposit in the guarantee
fund woul d cause the clainms paying rating assigned to the
guarantee fund to be less than the third-highest rating
classification of any nationally recognized rating service,
whi ch classifications being consistent with s. 215.84(3) and
rul es adopted thereto by the State Board of Administration
the corporation shall certify to the Conptroller the anmount of
such cl ai ns paynment obligations. Upon recei pt of such
certification, the Conptroller shall transfer to the guarantee
fund, fromthe first available taxes distributed to the State
Housi ng Trust Fund pursuant to s. 201.15(9){6)(a) and
(10) #-(a) during the ensuing state fiscal year, the anmount
certified as necessary to neet such obligations, such transfer
to be subordinate to any transfer referenced in paragraph (a)
and not to exceed 50 percent of the ampunts distributed to the
State Housing Trust Fund pursuant to s. 201.15(9){6)(a) and
(10) #-(a) during the preceding state fiscal year
Section 40. Section 420.9073, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, is anended to read:
420.9073 Local housing distributions.--
(1) Distributions calculated in this section shall be
di sbursed on a nmonthly basis by the agency begi nning the first
day of the nmonth after program approval pursuant to s.
420.9072. Each county's share of the funds to be distributed
fromthe portion of the funds in the Local Governnent Housi ng
Trust Fund received pursuant to s. 201.15(9){6)shall be
cal cul ated by the agency for each fiscal year as follows:
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1 (a) Each county other than a county that has

2| inplenmented the provisions of chapter 83-220, Laws of Florida,
3 | as anended by chapters 84-270, 86-152, and 89-252, Laws of

4| Florida, shall receive the guaranteed anobunt for each fisca

51 year.

6 (b) Each county other than a county that has

7| inplenmented the provisions of chapter 83-220, Laws of Florida,
8 | as anended by chapters 84-270, 86-152, and 89-252, Laws of

9| Florida, may receive an additional share calcul ated as

10 | fol |l ows:

11 1. Miltiply each county's percentage of the total

12 | state popul ati on excludi ng the popul ati on of any county that
13 | has inplenented the provisions of chapter 83-220, Laws of

14 | Florida, as anended by chapters 84-270, 86-152, and 89-252,

15| Laws of Florida, by the total funds to be distributed.

16 2. If the result in subparagraph 1. is less than the
17 | guarant eed anobunt as determned in subsection (3), that

18 | county's additional share shall be zero.

19 3. For each county in which the result in subparagraph
20| 1. is greater than the guaranteed anount as deternined in

21 | subsection (3), the anmount cal cul ated in subparagraph 1. shal
22 | be reduced by the guaranteed anount. The result for each such
23 | county shall be expressed as a percentage of the anmpbunts so
24 | determined for all counties. Each such county shall receive
25| an additional share equal to such percentage nultiplied by the
26 | total funds received by the Local Government Housing Trust

27 | Fund pursuant to s. 201.15(9){6)reduced by the guaranteed

28 | anpbunt paid to all counties.

29 (2) Effective July 1, 1995, distributions calcul ated
30| in this section shall be disbursed on a nmonthly basis by the
31| agency beginning the first day of the nmonth after program
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approval pursuant to s. 420.9072. Each county's share of the
funds to be distributed fromthe portion of the funds in the
Local Governnent Housing Trust Fund received pursuant to s.
201. 15(10) Ashall be cal cul ated by the agency for each
fiscal year as follows:

(a) Each county shall receive the guaranteed anopunt
for each fiscal year.

(b) Each county nmmy receive an additional share
cal cul ated as foll ows:

1. Miltiply each county's percentage of the total
state population, by the total funds to be distributed.

2. If the result in subparagraph 1. is less than the
guar ant eed anount as deternined in subsection (3), that
county's additional share shall be zero.

3. For each county in which the result in subparagraph
1. is greater than the guaranteed anount, the anount
cal cul ated in subparagraph 1. shall be reduced by the
guar anteed anount. The result for each such county shall be
expressed as a percentage of the anpbunts so deternined for al
counties. Each such county shall receive an additional share
equal to this percentage multiplied by the total funds
received by the Local Governnment Housing Trust Fund pursuant
to s. 201.15(10) (#Has reduced by the guaranteed anount paid
to all counties.

(3) Calculation of guaranteed anounts:

(a) The guaranteed anount under subsection (1) shal
be calculated for each state fiscal year by multiplying
$350, 000 by a fraction, the nunerator of which is the anpunt
of funds distributed to the Local Government Housing Trust
Fund pursuant to s. 201.15(9){6)and the denomi nator of which
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1|is the total anpbunt of funds distributed to the Loca

2 | Governnent Housing Trust Fund pursuant to s. 201.15.

3 (b) The guaranteed anount under subsection (2) shal

4| be calculated for each state fiscal year by mnultiplying

5] $350,000 by a fraction, the nunerator of which is the anpunt
6| of funds distributed to the Local Governnent Housi ng Trust

7 | Fund pursuant to s. 201.15(10){#-and the denom nator of which
8| is the total amount of funds distributed to the Loca

9 | Governnent Housing Trust Fund pursuant to s. 201.15.

10 (4) Funds distributed pursuant to this section nmay not
11 | be pledged to pay debt service on any bonds.

12 Section 41. Section 253.787, Florida Statutes, is

13 | repeal ed

14 Section 42. Effective July 1, 2000, section 259. 035,
15 ) Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, and section 259.07, Florida
16 | Statutes, are repeal ed

17 Section 43. Stewardship Florida Study Conmi ssion.--
18 (1)(a) There is hereby created the Stewardship Florida
19 | Study Conmi ssion, consisting of 11 nenbers. The Governor shal
20 | appoint five nmenbers and the President of the Senate and the
21 | Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoint

22 | three nenbers. The nenbership of the conmission shall reflect
23| a broad range of interests and expertise related to | and

24 | restoration, acquisition, and managenent and shall incl ude,
25| but not be linmted to, persons with training in hydrogeol ogy,
26 | wildlife biology, engineering, real estate, and forestry

27 | managenent, and persons with substantial expertise

28 | representing environnental interests, agricultural and

29| silvicultural interests, outdoor recreational interests, and
30| | and devel opnent interests.

31
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(b) Each nenber of the commi ssion may receive per diem

and travel expenses, as provided in s. 112.061, Florida

Statutes, while carrying out the official business of the

comm Sssi on.

(c) The commission shall be staffed by an executive

di rector and ot her personnel who are appointed by the

conm ssion and who are exenpt frompart |l of chapter 110,

Florida Statutes, relating to the Career Service System

(d) The commission is assigned, for adm nistrative

pur poses, to the Executive Ofice of the Governor

(e) Appointnents shall be nade by August 15, 1999, and
the commission's first neeting shall be held by Septenber 15,
1999. The commi ssion shall exist until Decenber 31, 2000. The
Governor shall designate, from anong the appoi ntees, the chair

of the commi ssi on.
(2) The Stewardship Florida Study Conmi ssion shall
(a) Provide a report to the Acquisition and

Rest orati on Comni ssion, by Septenber 1, 2000, which neets the

foll owing requirenents:

1. Establishes specific goals for those identified in
s. 259.105(4), Florida Statutes.

2. Provides recommendati ons expandi ng or refining the
goals identified in s. 259.105(4), Florida Statutes.

3. Provides recommendati ons for the devel opnment and

identification of performnce neasures to be used for

anal yzi ng the progress nmade towards the goals established
pursuant to s. 259.105(4), Florida Statutes.
4. Provides recomendati ons for the process by which

projects are to be submitted, reviewed, and approved by the

Acqui sition and Restoration Conm ssion. The study conmi ssion
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1|is specifically to exanmi ne ways to streamine the process

2| created by the Stewardship Florida Act.

3 (b) The report shall be based on the foll ow ng:

4 1. Conments received during a nmninumof four public
5| hearings, in different areas of the state, held for the

6 | purpose of gathering public input and reconmendati ons.

7 2. An evaluation of Florida's existing public | and

8 | acquisition prograns for conservation, preservation, and

9 | recreational purposes, including those admi nistered by the

10 | wat er nanagenent districts, to deternine the extent of

11| Florida's unnet needs for restoration, acquisition, and

12 | managenent of public | ands and water areas and for acquisition
13| of privately owned | ands and water areas.

14 3. Material and data devel oped by the Florida Natural
15| Areas Inventory concerning Florida's conservation | ands.

16 (3) There is hereby appropriated the sum of $125, 000
17 | fromthe Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund and the
18 | sum of $125,000 fromthe Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund to
19 | the Executive Ofice of the Governor for fiscal year 1999-2000
20| to fund the adninistrative expenses of the Stewardship Florida
21| Study Conmi ssion

22 Section 44. Except as otherw se provided herein, this
23| act shall take effect July 1, 1999.

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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