Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2064

By Senators Grant and Sullivan

13-989-99
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the H Lee Mffitt Cancer
3 Center and Research Institute; anending s.
4 240.512, F.S.; exenpting the corporation that
5 operates the center fromparticipation in
6 certain budgetary constraints and property
7 i nsurance trust funds; prescribing powers and
8 duties of the center director; providing for
9 resolution of disputes between the center and
10 other entities in the State University System
11 del eting power of the Board of Regents to
12 appoi nt nmenbers of the council of scientific
13 advi sers; providing an effective date.
14
15 WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes that the H Lee
16 | Moffitt Cancer Center is a National Cancer Institute
17 | Designated Cancer Center, a statewi de research institute
18 | operating statew de prograns, a national resource for basic
19 | research and clinical research and nultidisciplinary
20 | approaches to patient treatnent, and a conmunity resource
21 | through outreach and communi cation efforts, and
22 WHEREAS, the Legislature considers the not-for-profit
23 | corporation that governs and operates the H Lee Mffitt
24 | Cancer Center and Research Institute and its subsidiaries to
25| be performing a statewi de function and to be corporations
26 | primarily acting as instrunentalities of the state, NOW
27 | THEREFORE,
28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31
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Section 1. Subsections (1), (3), (5), and (6) of
section 240.512, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

240.512 H Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and Research
Institute.--There is established the H Lee Mffitt Cancer
Center and Research Institute at the University of South
Fl ori da.

(1) The Board of Regents shall enter into an agreenent
for the utilization of the facilities on the canmpus of the
University of South Florida to be known as the H Lee Mffitt
Cancer Center and Research Institute, including al
furni shings, equipnment, and other chattels used in the
operation of such satd facilities, with a Florida
not-for-profit corporation organized solely for the purpose of
governi ng and operating the H Lee Mffitt Cancer Center and
Research Institute. This not-for-profit corporation, acting
as an instrunentality of the State of Florida, shall govern
and operate the H Lee Mffitt Cancer Center and Research
Institute in accordance with the terns of the agreenent
between the Board of Regents and the not-for-profit
corporation. The not-for-profit corporation my, with the
prior approval of the Board of Regents, create not-for-profit
corporate subsidiaries to fulfill its mssion. The
not-for-profit corporation and its subsidiaries are authorized
to receive, hold, invest, and adninister property and any
noneys received fromprivate, state, and federal sources, as
wel | as technical and professional incone generated or derived
frompractice activities at of the institute, for the benefit
of the institute and the fulfillnment of its mssion,
not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of ss. 216.052 and 216. 301 and
pursuant to s. 216.351. The affairs of the corporation shal

be managed by a board of directors who shall serve without
2
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conpensation. The President of the University of South
Florida and the chair of the Board of Regents, or his or her
desi gnee, shall be directors of the not-for-profit
corporation, together with 5 representatives of the State
University Systemand no nore than 14 nor fewer than 10
directors who are not nedical doctors or state enpl oyees.
Each director shall have only one vote, shall serve a term of
3 years, and may be reelected to the board. Qher than the
President of the University of South Florida and the chair of
the Board of Regents, directors shall be elected by a majority
vote of the board. The chair of the board of directors shal
be selected by majority vote of the directors.

(3) The Board of Regents is authorized to secure
conpr ehensi ve general liability protection, including
professional liability protection, for the not-for-profit
corporation and its subsidiaries pursuant to s. 240.213. The
not-for-profit corporation and its subsidiaries shall be

exenpt fromparticipation in any property insurance trust fund

establ i shed by law, including any property insurance trust

fund established under chapter 284, as long as the

not-for-profit corporation and its subsidiaries nmaintain

private property insurance protection with conparabl e coverage

limts.

(5) The institute shall be administered by a center
di rector who shall serve at the pleasure of the board of
directors of the not-for-profit corporation and who shall have
the following powers and duties subject to the approval of the
board of directors:

(a) The center director shall establish progranms which
fulfill the mssion of the institute in research, education
treatnent, prevention, and the early detection of cancer;
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however, the center director shall not establish academ c
prograns for which academc credit is awarded and which
terminate in the conference of a degree wi thout prior approval
of the Board of Regents.

(b) The center director shall have control over the
budget and the dollars appropriated or donated to the
institute fromprivate, state, and federal sources, as well as
research, technical, and professional inconme generated or
derived fromresearch and practice activities of the

institute. However—professtonal—inecore—generated—by
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(c) The center director shall appoint nenbers to carry

out the research, patient care, and educational activities of
the institute and determ ne conpensation, benefits, and terns
of service. Menbers of the institute shall be eligible to
hol d concurrent appointnments at affiliated acadenic
institutions. University faculty shall be eligible to hold
concurrent appointnents at the institute.

(d) The center director shall have control over the
use and assignnent of space and equi pnent within the
facilities.

(e) The center director shall have the power to create
the administrative structure necessary to carry out the
ni ssion of the institute.

(f) The center director shall have a reporting
relationship to the Chancellor of the State University System
Any di spute between the institute and the university or other

affiliated acadenic institution within the State University
4
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System including a dispute arising out of the appoi ntnent of

faculty and the ownership or sharing of royalties and ot her

rights and interests in intellectual property, shall be

subm tted for nonbinding nediation to the Chancell or

(g) The center director shall provide a copy of the
institute's annual report to the Governor and Cabinet, the
Presi dent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the chair of the Board of Regents.

(6) The board of directors of the not-for-profit
corporation shall create a council of scientific advisers to
the center director conprised of |eading researchers,
physi cians, and scientists. This council shall review
prograns and recommend research priorities and initiatives so
as to maxim ze the state's investnent in the institute. The
council shall be appointed by the board of directors of the

not-for-profit corporation antd—shaH—inetude—five—appointees
of—the—Board—of—Regents. Each nenber of the council shall be

appointed to serve a 2-year termand nmay be reappointed to the
counci | .

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Exenpts the corporation that operates the H Lee Mffitt
Cancer Center and Research Institute fromrequirenents of

partlc!patlng in any property insurance trust fund
established by law,"so long as it maintains private
coveragg with limts conparable to those in the state

f und, enPts t he corporation fromcertain budgetar

requi rements. Provides for nediation of disputés between
the center and other institutions in the State University

System Renpves the power of the Board of Regents. to
agpplnt nmenbers of the center's council of scCientific
advi sers.
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