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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to econonic devel opnent;

3 creating the "21st Century Digital Tel evision

4 and Education Act"; providing |legislative

5 findings and intent; creating the 21st Century

6 Di gital Television and Educati on Task Force;

7 provi di ng nenbership; providing duties;

8 providing for a report; providing an effective

9 dat e.
10
11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
12
13 Section 1. Twenty-first Century Digital Tel evision and
14 | Education Act.--
15 (1) Short title.--This act may be cited as the "21st
16 | Century Digital Television and Education Act."
17 (2) Legislative findings and intent.--The Legislature
18 | finds that the federally nandated transition fromanalog to
19 | digital television will provide nunerous new, inproved, and
20 | innovative informati on and entertai nment services to the
21| public. The Legislature further finds that, whereas al
22 | commerci al and noncommercial television nmarkets in the United
23| States nust begin digital broadcasts by no |ater than My,
241 2003, it isinthe interest of the state to facilitate the
25| conversion of existing television stations, studios, networks,
26 | and production conpanies to digital technology as well as to
27 | encourage new conpanies involved in digital television and
28 | related industries to locate in Florida. It is therefore the
29 | intent of the Legislature to investigate and create the
30 | economic incentives and educati onal opportunities necessary to
31| position Florida as a 21st century |eader in the production
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1| transnission, manufacturing, and research and devel opnent of
2| digital television and related digital comunication
3 (3) Task force; nenbership; duties.--
4 (a) The "21st Century Digital Tel evision and Education
5| Task Force" is hereby created to serve through February 1,
6| 2000. The task force is created within the O fice of Tourism
7 | Trade, and Economic Devel opnent, which shall provide staff
8 | support for the activities of the taskforce. The task force
9| shall consist of the foll owi ng nenbers:
10 1. Two nenbers to be appointed by the Governor
11 2. Two nenbers of the Senate, or their designees, to
12 | be appointed by the President of the Senate.
13 3. Two nenbers of the House of Representatives, or
14 | their designees, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House
15| of Representati ves.
16 4. The Conmi ssioner of Education or the commissioner's
17 | desi gnee.
18 5. The Chancellor of the State University System or
19 | the chancel |l or's desi gnee.
20 6. The Executive Director of the State Community
21| Coll ege Systemor the executive director's designee.
22 7. The President of the |ndependent Coll eges and
23| Universities of Florida or the president's designee.
24 (b) Each appoi nted nenber of the task force shal
25 | serve at the pleasure of the appointing official. A vacancy on
26 | the task force shall be filled in the sane nanner as the
27 | ori gi nal appoi nt nent.
28 (c) The task force shall elect a chair fromanong its
29 | nenbers. A vacancy in the chair of the task force nust be
30| filled for the remai nder of the unexpired termby an el ection
31| of the task force nenbers.
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(d) The task force shall neet as necessary, at the

call of the chair or at the call of a quorum of the task

force, and at the tine and place designated by the chair. A

guorumis necessary for the purpose of conducting official

busi ness of the task force. Six nenbers of the task force

shall constitute a quorum The task force shall use accepted

rul es of procedure to conduct its neetings and shall keep a

conpl ete record of each neeting.

(e) Menbers of the task force shall receive no

conpensation for their services, but shall be entitled to

receive per diemand travel expenses as provided in s.
112. 061, Florida Statutes.
(f) The Task Force shall act as an advi sory body and

shal |l nmake recommendati ons to the Governor and the Legislature

on a coordinated plan to carry out the legislative intent of

this act. The task force shall have the foll owing duties:

1. Devise a plan to recruit the followi ng industry

segnents to locate in Florida

a. Digital progranmers and producers, including

conpani es involved in the production, marketing, and

devel opnent of digital content, as well as studi os, networks,

and tel evision stations.

b. Conpanies involved in the transnission of digita

nedi a, including tel evision broadcasters, cable and satellite

conpani es, television, theater, and filmindustry nenbers,

Internet content providers, web site producers, and other

i nformati on service providers.

c. Digital television equi pnent nmanufacturers,

i ncludi ng nakers of digital video caneras, audi o equi pnent,

transni ssi on equi pnent, television sets, set-top boxes and

rel ated hardware, nonitors, displays, tapes, and discs.
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d. Conpanies involved in the research and devel opnent

of new and innovative digital television equi pnent, consumer

el ectroni cs, prototypes, and products.

2. lnvestigate and reconmend strong economc

incentives to encourage the digital industry segnents

described in subparagraph 1. to |locate and conpete in Florida.

3. Devise a plan to create and maintain hi gher

educati on opportunities for students wishing to enter the

digital television field. At mininmum the plan shall consider

and address the foll ow ng:

a. The extent to which higher education opportunities

are currently available to students in the areas of digita

production, transnission, manufacturing, and research and

devel opnent.

b. The workforce needs of the digital television

i ndustry segnents descri bed in subparagraph 1

c. Recommendations and an operational plan for

creating and mai ntai ni ng hi gher educati on opportunities in

digital television production, transm ssion, nanufacturing,

and research and devel opnent.

d. Any other reconmendati ons to encourage and pronote

t he devel opnent of a skilled workforce in digital broadcast

communi cati ons and high-definition tel evision

4. Recommend net hods to hasten the conversi on of

exi sting comercial tel evision studi os and soundstages from

anal og to digital technol ogy.

5. Recommend a neans to fund the cost of converting

publ i c broadcast stations fromanalog to digital technol ogy,

including a grant programfor Florida Public Tel evision
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6. Issue a report to the Legislature no later than

February 1, 2000, summarizing its findings, stating its

concl usi ons, and proposing its reconmrendati ons.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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