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CS/HB 21, First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to school buses; requiring that
buses purchased after a specified date and used
in transporting certain students be equi pped
with safety belts or other restraint system
that conply with specified standards; providing
an exenption for certain school buses;
providing a definition for "school bus" used in
the section; requiring passengers to wear
safety belts or restraint system providing
imunity of a school district, bus operator
and others for injuries to a passenger caused
sol el y because the passenger was not wearing a
safety belt or restraint system providing
immunity to such persons for injury caused by a
passenger's dangerous or unsafe use of a safety
belt or restraint system providing certain
provisions for inplenentation; providing an
exception to the operation of the act;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1)(a) Each school bus that is purchased

after Decenber 31, 2000, and used to transport students in

grades pre-K through 12 nust be equi pped with safety belts or

with any other restraint system approved by the Federal

Governnent in a nunber sufficient to allow each student who is

bei ng transported to use a separate safety belt or restraint

system These safety belts nust neet the standards required
under s. 316.614, Florida Statutes. A school bus that was

1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

CS/HB 21, First Engrossed

pur chased prior to Decenber 31, 2000, is not required to be

equi pped with safety belts.

(b) As used in this section, "school bus" neans a

school bus that is owned, |eased, operated, or contracted by a

school district.

(2) Each passenger on a school bus that is equi pped

with safety belts or restraint systemshall wear a properly

adj usted and fastened safety belt at all tines while the bus

is in operation. The state, the county, a school district, a

school enpl oyee, a bus driver, a teacher, or a volunteer is

not liable for personal injury to a passenger on such a schoo

bus which is caused by the passenger's failure to wear a

safety belt.

(3) The state, the county, a school district, schoo

bus operator under contract with a school district, or an

agent or enpl oyee of a school district or operator, including

a teacher or volunteer serving as a chaperone, is not liable

in an action for personal injury by a school bus passenger

sol ely because the injured party was not wearing a safety
bel t.

(4) The state, the county, a school district, schoo

bus operator under contract with a school district, or an

agent or enpl oyee of a school district or operator, including

a teacher or volunteer serving as a chaperone, is not liable

in an action for personal injury by a school bus passenger for

an injury caused by another passenger's use or non-use of a

safety belt or restraint systemin a dangerous or unsafe

manner .
(5) In inplenenting the provisions of this section

each school district nust prioritize the allocation of buses
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equi pped with safety belts or restraint systemto ensure that

el ementary schools within the district receive first priority.

(1)(d) A school district may enter into agreenents to

provide transportation pursuant to this section only if the

point of origin or termnation of the trip is within the

district's boundri es.

(6) The provisions of this section shall not apply to
vehicles as defined in s. 234.051(1)(b), Florida Statutes.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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