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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2104

By Senator Jones

40- 796A- 99

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to Enterprise Florida, |nc.
anmending s. 288.9510, F. S.; providing
| egislative intent; anmending s. 288.9515, F.S.
adding to the powers of the technol ogy
devel opnent board within Enterprise Florida,
Inc.; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 288.9510, Florida Statutes is
amended to read:

288.9510 Legislative intent.--1t is the intent of the
Legislature to establish a public-private partnership to be
known as Enterprise Florida |Innovation Partnership to provide
| eadershi p and nmarket-driven, perfornmance-based economc
devel opnent tools to create the diverse cross section of
i nnovation-driven firns that is essential to a conpetitive
econony in this state, characterized by better enpl oynent
opportunities | eading to higher wages. The Legislature intends

that Enterprise Florida Innovation Partnership participate in

t he devel opnent of mnority busi nesses. The Legislature

recogni zes that the policies, institutions, and prograns that
govern the rel ationshi ps between university researchers and
private industry affect the rate of commercialization in this
state.

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 288.9515, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

288. 9515 Authorized prograns of technol ogy devel opnent
board. - -
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1 (1) The board nmay create a technol ogy applications

2| service, to be called the Florida I nnovation Alliance. The

3| Florida Innovation Alliance shall serve as an unbrella

4 | organi zation for technol ogy applications service providers

5| throughout the state which provide critical, manageri al

6 | technol ogical, scientific, and related financial and business
7 | expertise essential for international and donestic

8 | conpetitiveness to small-sized and nmedi um si zed nmanufacturing
9 | and know edge-based service firns. The board has is—atthorized
10| the following powers in order to carry out the functions of
11 | the Florida Innovation Alliance:

12 (a) Providing communi cation and coordi nati on services
13 | anong technol ogy applications service providers throughout the
14 | state.

15 (b) Providing coordinated nmarketing services to

16 | smal | -sized and nmedi um si zed manufacturers in the state on

17 | behalf of, and in partnership with, technol ogy applications
18 | service providers.

19 (c) Securing additional sources of funds on behal f of,
20| and in partnership with, technol ogy applications service
21 | providers.
22 (d) Devel oping plans and policies to assist
23| small -sized and nedi um si zed manuf acturi ng conpani es or ot her
24 | knowl edge-based firnms in Florida.
25 (e) Entering into contracts with technol ogy
26 | applications service providers for expanded availability of
27 | high-quality assistance to snall-sized and nedi umsi zed
28 | manuf acturing conpani es or know edge- based service firns,
29 | including, but not linmted to, technol ogical, human resources
30 | devel opnent, market planning, finance, and interfirm
31| collaboration. The board shall ensure that all contracts in
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excess of $20,000 for the delivery of such assistance to
Florida firns shall be based on conpetitive requests for
proposals. The board shall establish clear standards for the
delivery of services under such contracts. Such standards

i ncl ude, but are not limted to:

1. The ability and capacity to deliver services in
sufficient quality and quantity.

2. The ability and capacity to deliver services in a
timely manner.

3. The ability and capacity to neet the needs of firns
in the proposed narket area.

(f) Assisting other educational institutions,
enterprises, or the entities providing business assistance to
smal | -si zed and nedi um si zed manufacturing enterprises.

(g) Establishing a systemto evaluate the
ef fectiveness and efficiency of Florida |Innovation Alliance
services provided to snall-sized and nedi um si zed enterpri ses.

(h) Establishing special education and informationa
prograns for Florida enterprises and for educationa
institutions and enterprises providing business assistance to
Fl orida enterprises.

(i) Evaluating and docunenting the needs of firns in
this state for technol ogy application services, and devel opi ng
nmeans to ensure that these needs are net, consistent with the
powers provided for in this subsection

(j) Mintaining an office in such place or places as
the board recommends and the board of directors of Enterprise
Florida, Inc., approves.

(k) Making and executing contracts with any person
enterprise, educational institution, association, or any other
entity necessary or convenient for the perfornance of its
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duties and the exercise of the board's powers and functions
under this subsection

(1) Receiving funds fromany source to carry out the
pur poses of the Florida Innovation Alliance, including, but
not linmted to, gifts or grants from any departnment, agency,
or instrunentality of the United States or of the state, or
any enterprise or person, for any purpose consistent with the
provisions of the Florida | nnovation Alliance.

(m Acquiring or selling, conveying, |easing,
exchangi ng, transferring, or otherw se disposing of the
alliance's property or interest therein.

(n) Providing prograns and initiatives to foster the

devel opnent of minority business enterprises.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provides legislative intent that Enterprise Florida

| nnovati on artnersh|B participate in the devel opnent of
m nority businesses, Provides that the technol ogy

devel opnent board within Enterprise Florida, InC., shal
provide prograns. and initiatives to foster the

devel opnent “of minority business enterprises.
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